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Our Manchu Diary is a soldiers’ journal covering the time that we, the “Manchus” of the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry “Tropic Lightning” Division, served in South Vietnam.  The Diary covers the years 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969 and 1970.  It contains our day-to-day troop movements, field operations, battles, combat casualties, and remembrances of those who served in Vietnam as a Manchu, as well as web-page links to articles and recollections written by others.

The entries contained in this Diary come from several sources: 25th Infantry Division Combat Operations After Action Reports; the 4/9th Infantry Manchu (Vietnam) Association’s continual research project for our missing casualties; LTC John Henchman’s My Recollections; newspaper articles from past issues of the 25th Infantry Division’s Tropic Lightning News; and the memories of those of us who were there, taken from past email messages stored at the Manchus’ message archives.  In addition, a many heart-felt thanks and gratitude goes to Ame Dittmann for sharing with us a collection of her uncle’s “Letters Home” (from Spec-4 Richard Craig Stevens, Bravo Company KIA on November 23, 1968), which is also included.

Unfortunately, our MANCHU Diary is not a complete record of our unit’s entire time in Vietnam.  There are many gaps, an incomplete list of our casualties and other information, which we hope to fill-in over time as more information is found or made available.

Willie Gin

Alpha 4/9, 2nd Platoon

July 1967-68

A Word About Our Manchu Casualty List
TO: 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Regiment Manchus

DATED:  August 9, 1999

This is just an update to let you all know how the search for Manchu casualties is going.

First, let me thank all of you for your help with this project.  Without your contributions we would not be where we are today.  We started with 48 known Manchu dead, but with your help we have been able to identify 362 Manchus [to date] who died in Vietnam.  The personal remembrances and rosters or orders passed on to me have helped tremendously in pulling together this piece of our common history.  We have also received significant help from a gentleman named Richard Coffelt, a Korean-era veteran, who is deeply involved in similar research for the Vietnam War.  His goal is to account for all the casualties with regard to their company, battalion, regiment and division of assignment.  I’ve been receiving his help and guidance since we posted our “In Memoriam” web page (http://www.manchu.org/memorial/introduction.htm) on Memorial Day of 1999.
Three hundred and sixty-two (362) names on “The Wall” have been identified as Manchus.  To me it is a staggering number.  Unfortunately, it is far from complete.  Mr. Coffelt has said that, based on his research, there could be another 75 to 100 names to add to the list if the Manchus casualty rate is what he expects.  I don’t know if the final tally will be higher or lower than the “average” his research has found.  Logic tells me, though, that many more names will eventually find their way to our list.

Here is why.  Our very incomplete records show only 12 casualties suffered in 1969, and 22 in 1970.  I believe the figures for casualties in all four years of our Battalion’s involvement are incomplete, and the figures for ’69 and ’70 are especially suspect.

Much of this can be attributed to the fact that we have very few Online Manchus from those years.  Since we are relying mostly on our collective memories, along with rosters, orders and the like, AND since most of the Online Manchus served in ’67 and ’68 those years are the most complete.  The problem is we have very little to draw on from other years.  I hope that as we continue to build a base of Manchus who find us on the Internet and elsewhere, this project will eventually account for all those Manchus lost in the war.

At the risk of sounding too much like the pestering old fuddy-duddy I’ve become, if we don’t do it, then who will?

Keep Up the Fire,

Larry James

President, 4/9th Infantry Manchu (Vietnam) Association

Manchu Casualties Updated 5/30/2004:  A total of 426 names have been identified.

Strength of a Manchu Rifle Company

The assigned strength of a rifle company was 160 men.  The field strength was about 100.  You had those in the hospital, those on R&R, those on emergency leave, plus those assigned to the rear, supply, cooks, mechanics, drivers, clerks, and commo.  The turnover did not include just the KIA.  As many WIA were also evacuated.  There were also infusions programs where we sent soldiers to new units.  They passed thru our companies.

With a year rotation, we lost one 12th of our company every month.  With casualties and emergencies, we probably lost more than ten percent every month.  That means at least 15 new FNG every month in a typical company.  That is just one company, one without a lot of casualties.  A lot of people passed through the Manchus; more than 1,500 per year.  My guess would be around 7,000 to 8,000 [Manchus served] over a 5-year period.

Al Baker (3/06/2001)

Bravo Co., Company Commander, 1967-68
Vietnam Era “Manchu” Battalion Commanders

(This May Not Be a Complete List)

•  LTC Shepherd A. Booth, Jr. (29-Apr-66 to date unknown)

•  LTC Robert Hyatt (date range unknown other than 1967)

•  LTC Stanley Converse (date unknown to 30-Sept-67)

•  LTC John M. Henchman (01-Oct-67 to 02-Mar-68)

•  LTC Richard R. Simpson (03-Mar-68 to Aug-68)

•  LTC Leo L. Wilson (Aug-68 to Dec-68)

•  LTC John R. Randolph (date range unknown other than Jun-69)

•  LTC Forrest F. Rittger, Jr. (date range unknown, other than from source: Tropic Lightning News, 17-Nov-69 Edition)

•  LTC Robert W. Walsh (01-Aug-70 to 19-Sept-70)

•  LTC Harry J. Thompson (20 Aug-70 to 31-Oct-70)

Manchus In Vietnam

The main body of the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry “Manchu” Regiment arrived in the Republic of South Vietnam on April 29, 1966, and left December 8, 1970 after 4 years and 6 months of combat duty.

Having participated in all twelve of the 25th Infantry Division’s campaigns, the 4th Battalion Manchus added 12 campaign streamers to the 9th Infantry’s Regimental Colors, for combat operations in the Republic of South Vietnam.

Presidential Unit Citations (4) Awarded While in Vietnam
• Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm (1966-68).

• Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm (1968-70).

• Presidential Unit Citation: Company B-4/9 (05-January 1968).

• Presidential Unit Citation: Company C-4/9 (24-26 April 1969).
Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients (3)
• SFC Maximo Yabes; Company A-4/9, near Phu Hoa Dong, February 26, 1967. http://www.manchu.org/memorial/memories.php3?UID=319
• 1LT Ruppert L. Sargent; Company B-4/9, Hau Nghia Province, March 15, 1967.

http://www.manchu.org/memorial/memories.php3?UID=246
• SP4 Nicholas J. Cutinha; Company C-4/9, near Gia Dinh Province, March 2, 1968.

http://www.manchu.org/memorial/memories.php3?UID=58
Distinguished Service Cross Recipients (8)

• SSG Robert E. Cochran; Company B-4/9, September 22, 1967

• SP4 Horatio L. Jones; Company A-4/9, December 20, 1967

• 2LT Hector E. Colon; Company B-4/9, January 5, 1968

• MAJ William W. Roush; HHC-4/9, January 5, 1968

• MAJ William W. Roush; HHC-4/9, February 27, 1968

• PFC John T. Lane; Company B-4/9, May 6, 1968

• PFC William E. Ray; HHC-4/9, November 27, 1968

• SFC Richard Barnard; Company C-4/9, December 22, 1968

Commonly Used Abbreviations and Their Meaning
AO area of operation: AP ambush patrol; APC armored personnel carrier; ACR Armored Cavalry Regiment; ARVN Army Republic of (South) Vietnam; ASCC Area Security Coordination Centers; AW automatic weapon(s); (BC) actual body count; Bn Battalion; C&C Command and Control; COSVN Central Office of South Vietnam (Communist Party); CP Command Post; CRIP (Combined Reconnaissance and Intelligence Patrol); DOW died of wounds; FSB Fire Support Base; GVN Government of (South) Vietnam; Inf Infantry; KBA killed by either artillery or air strikes; KIA killed in action; LD Line of Departure; LFT light fire team (two gunships); LOC Line of Communication; LZ landing zone; (M) or Mech short for Mechanized Infantry; MIA missing in action; MSR Main Service Route; NBI non-battle injury; NFL National Liberation Front; NL night location; NVA North Vietnamese Army; OP Operation; OPCON Operational Control; PB Patrol Base; PF Popular Forces; (POSS) possible body count;  POW prisoner of war; PRG Provisional Revolutionary Government; RF Regional Forces; RIF reconnaissance in force; RPG rocket propelled grenade(s); RRF rear reaction force; S-5 Civic Action Section; SA small arm(s); SD or S&D search and destroy; SMG sub-machine gun; SITREP situation report; (SUS) suspect(s); TAO Tactical Area of Operation; TAOI Tactical Area of Interest; TAOR Tactical Area of Responsibility; TF Task Force; US United States; VC Viet Cong Soldier(s); VCC Viet Cong Confirmed; VCS Viet Cong Suspect(s); vic vicinity; WIA wounded in action; (+) more than; (-) less than.

Provinces in the Saigon Area

Tactical Zone Corps III Area

25th Division’s Area of Operations
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Map Showing the 25th Infantry Division’s Brigade Base Camps at Cu Chi, Tay Ninh and Dau Tieng
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 VIETNAM

	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	14-Jan-66
	-
	From Alaska, the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry “Manchu” Regiment was reassigned to the 25th Infantry Division, based at Schofield Field Barracks on the island of Oahu, Hawaii.  At Schofield, the Manchus began their training for deployment to South Vietnam.

	31-Jan-66
	-
	US bombing of North Vietnam resumes after a 37-day pause.

	02-Mar-66
	-
	Secretary of Defense McNamara announces that American forces in South Vietnam number 215,000 with another 20,000 en route.

	04-April-66
	-
	Advance party of Manchus leave Schofield Field Barracks for Cu Chi, South Vietnam, to make preparations for the arrival of the Manchu Battalion in late April.

	12-April-66
	-
	For the first time B-52s bomb targets in North Vietnam, attacking near Moo Gina Pass.

	15-April-66
	-
	After 90 days of intensive and rigorous jungle training in the tropics of Hawaii, the Manchus boarded the USNS Nelson M. Walker heading for Vietnam.

● 1 Bravo Manchu Warrior Remembered.  On this day, SGT-E5 Charles E. Cooper became the first Manchu to die in Vietnam (non-hostile ground casualty, accidental homicide).

Memories of the boat trip over…

Robert “Willy” Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966  (3/21/2003)

I’m glad I was in Vietnam early; I’ve always been glad of that.  I remember it all very clearly, when we were all at Schofield and packing up to ship out.  I don’t recall anyone saying they didn’t want to go.  I’m sure some felt that way and maybe we were a bit on the ignorant side since we didn’t have all the TV news and peace demonstrators to point out the error of our ways.  I can only speak for my self, but I was ready to go.  In fact I wouldn’t have been able to watch the rest of the guys go with out following them [the Manchus].  Of course I was only 19 and to young to even comprehend myself being killed, but I think a lot of guys felt that way.  It was exciting.  Hell, we were all dressed up sitting on our duffle bags in the quad waiting for our turn to be convoyed down to Pearl Harbor.  I don’t think anyone would or did miss the boat.  On the way over they showed us training films of Vietnam and that caused some serous discussion.  I remember one of the guys talking about jumping over board with his air mattress and trying to make it to shore as we passed Guam.  Don’t know if he was serious or not—he didn’t try.  The fall would have killed him anyway.

Robert “Willy” Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (4/23/2003)

I didn’t know Cooper who was the first Manchu killed, but we heard about it while on board the ship. What we heard was that several were killed in action, so we’re missing some names.

	21-April-66
	-
	● 1 Bravo Manchu Warrior [Pvt-E2 Charles Miller] remembered this day: non-hostile helicopter air loss, crashed on land.

	29-April-66
	-
	Main body of the Manchu Battalion arrived in Vung Tau (Vietnam) today aboard the USNS Walker, along with two other infantry battalions:  the 2nd Battalion 14th Infantry “Golden Dragons” and the 4th Battalion 23rd Mechanized Infantry “Tomahawks”.

On the morning of April 29th, the three battalions boarded landing crafts, and once ashore, moved out for the 25th Infantry Division’s Base Camp at Cu Chi—where they took up defensive positions and began conducting combat operations.  The three battalions were assigned as the 25th Division’s 1st Brigade, rounding out the last of the Division’s three authorized combat brigades in Vietnam.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (8/14/2000)

One of my best memories of that first week in Vietnam was when our convoy pulled into the 25th Division’s Base Camp in Cu Chi and there was a trailer full of ice and beer and all those mail sacks full of letters waiting for us.  It didn’t take much to make us happy back then.

I even remember when they first opened the connex box PX in Cu Chi and all they had was small bags of peanuts and hot cokes, and watching an episode of “Wagon Train” in a full-blown monsoon.  The good life *S

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (5/28/2003)
The convoy [referring to the above] was when the Battalion first got off the USNS Walker.  We got off the ship in Vung Tau and were flown in C-130 aircraft up to Tan Son Nhut, and then convoyed by truck to Cu Chi. We knew nothing about what was going on.  I don’t even know if we had bullets, but I don’t think so.  We had a few explosions on the trip along the highway—but we didn’t know what was going on.  Looking back on that, it was incoming of some kind.

When we arrived in Cu Chi there were no tents for us, so we slept on the ground for a while, and started building bunkers and stringing the wire on the perimeter.

On our second night in Base Camp, we went on a night ambush and we got the first kill for the Battalion.  For our reward, we were allowed to use the 65th Engineer’s showers, which were the only ones that I knew of.

In the early days the PX in the connex box was the only one in the Base Camp that I knew of, and by the time I left, there was a larger base-size PX with all kinds of goodies and merchandise for sale.  In those early days, there were only a couple of clubs on Base and they were in tents.  We didn’t even have a kitchen for a long time, and all we had to eat were C-rations.

I think we got the squad-size tents about a month after we got there, maybe not long, but they were just tents.  We hired some local Vietnamese to put a thatch roof on ours.  But by that time, we were spending most of our time out in the field.  I assume as the Base Camp grew larger, the tents were removed—but I haven’t figured that part out yet.

	06-May-66
	-
	Received a fragmented situation report from the S2 officers about Company A-4/9’s 3 VC KIA body counts between 1300-1500 hours.  All 3 of the VC were dressed in fatigue type uniforms (olive green), had no hats, one individual had a .45 pistol in his possession, one had a rifle and the other was suspected of having a M-79 grenade launcher.

● 3 Alpha Manchu Warriors remembered this day—the first Manchu’s killed in action by a hostile force (Tony R. Arriaga, Barrie V. Barnes and Owen W. Worthey).  Sgt E-5 Tony Arriaga (age 25-married) was the 25th Division’s first “Hawaiian” Manchu (from Waipahu, Hawaii) killed in action by small arms fire.

Willy Dixon, Alpha Co. 1966 [May/June 1999]
I’ve been trying to remember names also.  Between Dan Hardman and myself we should be able to come up with the first Manchus who died in Vietnam.  I think it may have been a sergeant named Ayers (?).  At the same time, in the same area, there was another Manchu killed [by a sniper] trying to reach his body.  This may have been in late April 1966, just outside of the Cu Chi perimeter.  My memory is fading fast, but I remember the day.  We had some tanks with us and one of them hit a mine and had its tracks blown off.  Our squad was left behind to cover the tank.  I recall a lot of snipers that day.  This would have been within a week or so of us getting off the ship.

Entries from 2/14th Infantry S-3 Daily Staff Journal:

Item #31, 0650 Hours:  Liaison Officer from 4/9 indicated company elements from 4/9 would pass through C Co. at 0745.

Item #35, 0714 Hours:  Received plan #1 & #2 from 4/9.

Item #38, 0745 Hours:  Muggy detour Charlie is behind 4/9 patrol and is waiting to cross S.P. on order after 4/9 crosses.

Item #47, 1200 Hours:  At 1110 hrs an explosion was heard in 4/9 Inf. sector.  We received a mortar round at coordinate XT66501724.  The round was a dud and is still buried in the ground.

	07-May-66
	-
	Company A-4/9 sustained five WIA’s (Cu Chi at XT167154).

Entries from “Duty Officer’s Log”:  At 0855 hours, A-4/9 crossed LD 080855.  0915 hours, A-4/9 encountering booby traps—using armored tanks to destroy them.  0930 hours, A-4/9 requesting urgent dust-off for 5 US WIA’s (coordinate XT670166, area secured).  Three of them are stretcher cases and two are walking wounded.  1040 hours, dust-off called off (cancelled).  The 3 WIA stretcher cases being brought in by the C&C chopper and the 2 walking wounded being brought in by a tank.  At 1105 hours, A-4/9 reports the 5 WIA’s are being taken to the 25th Medical Battalion’s hospital.  At 1130 hours, napalm bomb at XT669168 being blown—no other details provided.  At 1255 hours, A-4/9 closed 081245.

Willy Dixon, Alpha Co. 1966 [May/June 1999]
We landed [in Vietnam] on April 29th and the next month of May was a rough one for us.  I was with Barrie Barnes and Tony Arriaga when they were killed in action on the 6th of May.  I don’t know which one was shot by a sniper, but the other one tried to get to him and was also killed.  It left a big impression on us all.  My squad was guarding a tank that had a track blown off when it happened and we were under heavy sniper fire.  I got wounded that day, not bad, but I had some shrapnel in my leg.  I’m attaching a copy of the day report [Duty Officer’s Log} from that day.  I was treated at the hospital which was only a small tent at the time, and got my leg cut stitched up and was sent back to our unit area in Cu Chi. I had to walk there; and I was sore, I’ll tell you that.  Anyway, when I got to the Company’s office the company clerk told me about the two guys being KIA.  The number 4 document I attached has a line about two [WIA] being taken out by a tank—I was one of the two.  We got hit pretty hard on the way out [enroute to the hospital].  I was on top of the tank by the turret [when] a rifle grenade came in and hit it.  I was blown off the tank and it was a long way to fall [to the ground] and I wasn’t feeling so great anyway by that time.  Anyway, the document I’m sending says it was the 7th of May, but I know it was the same day as the two Alpha Company guys’ were KIA.  I can’t remember the third guy being killed in action that day, but it was a rough first week in Vietnam for us.

Endnote:  At the time, the hospital [tent] in Cu Chi was only a week-old, or so, and all they had for lights were Coleman kerosene lanterns.  See “Cu Chi 12th Evacuation Hospital” below.

Dan Hardman, Alpha Co. 1965-67 (8/14/2000)
Willy:  I do remember that day.  It was our 2nd contact since we got there [to Cu Chi].  Am I also remembering right that we had some big brass come down for a field service for those KIA’s—Westmoreland or Weyend, or someone way up the latter in the brass?  The first contact we had, had been with tanks on the bunker line when we went out on our first ambush patrol out of Cu Chi Base Camp.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (8/14/2000)
Dan:  I remember both those incidents.  I’ve talked about those tanks trying to take us out before.  I never get tired of telling anyone I meet from the ¾ CAV that they were my first firefight in Vietnam.  I will never forget those .50-caliber machine guns ripping into us that night, and then after about an hour of being pinned down we went on with the patrol and caught those VC in the sampans.  It was a busy first week in Vietnam for sure, but still it was better than being on the USSN Walker.

Dan Hardman, Alpha Co. 1965-67 (8/14/2000)
Willy:  On the first ambush patrol, do you remember what happened to Robert Reedom as we started to pull out of the ambush site?  I still have a good laugh when I talk about that one.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (8/14/2000)
Dan:  Would that be the time someone fell down the well?  I remember us pulling back from the river real quick after the ambush.  I think I have a picture of SGT Wooten pulling someone out of a well.  I remember Sam Amendola packing so much M60 ammo that he walked down the bank of a canal, and walked across the bottom of it and up the other side completely under water with a cigar in his mouth—it wasn’t a real wide canal, and “no” the cigar wasn’t still lit—I had never seen anyone do that before.


Cu Chi 12th Evacuation Hospital

Pete Fairchild, LT, FO Alpha Co. 1967-68 (10/17/2000)
The U.S. Army 12th Evacuation Hospital was the one at Cu Chi, and the first one seen by most 25th Infantry Division soldiers evacuated from the battlefield.  By 1968 the wards were open-bay on concrete pads, with curved Quonset hut style roofs, held about 25 patients per ward, with sandbag barriers built outside between wards to limit the effects of mortar attacks.

The hospital and other parts of Cu Chi Base Camp were mortared every few nights by the enemy in the weeks following the February 1968 TET Offensive.  Underground bunkers were built for some the medical staff to use during the worst times, but there was not enough room in them for all.

A glance in either direction at more badly wounded men was enough to reduce the tendency to feel sorry for one’s self.  I was awakened by a lovely 1LT Levesque (pretty name too) and given antibiotics by needle in the buttock at 5:00 A.M., for a few days (20-23 February 1968).  Then back to the ¾ Cav (my new unit) where LTC Otis eventually made me the S-5 for several weeks.

The 12th Evacuation doctors and nurses, and American Red Cross workers, are great American military heroes.  They saved many lives and often worked 14 or more hour days.

Dan Edwards, Bravo Co.1968 (10/18/2000)
When I did my time in the hospital at Cu Chi, in April ’68, the nurses were the greatest.  If any medical personal were using the bunkers it must have been the doctors.  The few times when the rockets came in, when I was there, the nurses were helping the wounded to get under the beds or holding on to the ones that couldn’t—not heading for some bunker.  I am proud to have known them.

Ken Romans, Medic, HHC Co. 1968-69 (1/23/2004)
Good memories of the 12th Evac on my part.  Took a number of our guys there and met there with charts many times when they were med evacuated from the field with injuries.

I was in Nam from Sept. 68 until the end of Aug. 69.  The last few months I was in the Battalion Aid Station and I had a pet monkey.  She was smaller than most of the larger rhesus monkeys and liked to unbutton my shirt and climb in between my chest and the shirt.  She would do this and just lay in there for a couple of hours while I would be working, etc.  I would frequently take her with me most anywhere I would go.  The 12th Evac nurses really loved her, (she was very cute) and would want to hold her.  I couldn't help but laugh, as she would start trying to unbutton their shirts to climb in.  Sometimes wished I was a monkey.  It was hard to maintain composure while the nurse would be trying to re-button one button, the monkey (Fifi) would be unbuttoning another.  By the time the nurses composure was crimson, I would have to explain that I really didn't teach her this, but she just found comfort and safety in getting tucked inside.

Ron Leonard, 25th Aviation Bn (1/25/2004)

Subject: Nurse

Hi Guys and Gals:

Many of you people came in contact with this lady, I know I did I remember her…I remember.

12th Evacuation Hospital, CU CHI (65-69)

Connie Walker-Evans (Nez Perce), Ret. CMDR, USPHS, ANC 1965-1969

I was assigned to the 12th Evacuation Hospital under the 25th Infantry Division in Cu Chi, South Vietnam.  The division came under enemy attack; even our hospital was hit by mortar rounds.  But my position in the recovery rooms was what brought me face to face with the realities of war.  The amputations and deaths of young men, I was only 24 and most of them were younger. .... I feel bad that I cannot remember their names, but I cannot forget the severity of their wounds and their young faces.  Nor the hopelessness and sadness I felt as so many of their lives slipped away.

The pain I felt for the suffering then and now go beyond any words.  The sound of the helicopters meant we were getting more wounded.  Ê.Ê. Doctors and nurses worked in 12-hour shifts, seven days a week, and I believe that we did everything possible to save lives.  Now, whenever I hear a helicopter, those same feelings come back to me.

I am proud that I did my part, proud that I have served my country.

	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	08-May-66 to

11-May-66
	Arkon

(1st Bde)
	Operation Arkon (May 8th-11th), a multi-battalion search and destroy operation is being conducted in the Filhol Plantation under the 25th Division 1st Brigade’s control (4th Battalion 23rdInfantry “Tomahawks”; 2nd Battalion14thInfantry “Golden Dragons”; Company A of the 1st Battalion 5th Mechanized Infantry “Bobcats”; and Company C of the 4th Battalion 9thInfantry “Manchus”), while the 7th Regiment 5th ARVN Infantry Division occupies a blocking position along the outer edge of the Plantation.

Intelligence studies prior to the operation (as result of captured data and agent, POW and interrogation reports) identified VC operating in the area of the Filhol as the 2nd and 7th Battalions of the 165th “A” Regiment (Main Force) and the C48 Heavy Weapons Company.  In addition, guerrilla and guerrilla support units of undetermined size are known to be operating within the area.  These guerrilla units generally host and prepare installations for the main force and local force units that operate from, or pass through, the area.

10-May:  At 1430 hours, 1st Platoon of Company C-4/9 arrived at vic XT676157 to establish squad-size ambush patrols (vic XT690164) under the cover of darkness and to secure the crossing site at XT671162 for the rest of the Company’s scheduled night S&D operation to Objective 6.

May 11:  At 0230 hours, the rest of Company C-4/9 reached the creek crossing site and conducted an S&D operation on Object 6.  By 1745 hours, C-4/9 completed its mission and was extracted by helicopter.

Commander’s Analysis:  Operation ARKON was the first brigade-level operation conducted by the 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division.  This operation was undertaken 8 days after the main body of the brigade closed in at Cu Chi, RVN.  The operation was successful from the standpoint of an introduction to the Filhol Plantation and the brigade operations.  Instruction by 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division personnel on tunnel destruction proved beneficial throughout the operation.  Many valuable experiences were gained at the platoon, company, battalion and brigade level.  It was determined that load carrying requirement of the individual soldier can be greatly reduced when helicopter resupply is available.
“Double Trouble”
Stars and Stripes, May 10, 1966 Edition
Cu Chi, (25th Infantry Division)

Soldiers in the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry “Manchus” wondered what to do with three items in the Viet Cong supplies that they seized in a tunnel.  Among enemy stores of rice and medicines they found three brassieres.  "We sent them back to the intelligence people at division headquarters," said the Manchu company commander.  "They sent them back to us and told us to solve our own problems".

	12-May-66 to

13-May-66


	Asheville

(1st Bde)
	We are currently on Operation Asheville.  The Manchu Battalion is conducting a battalion-size 2-day search and destroy operation in Corps Zone III.

12-May:  A-4/9 reported receiving sniper fire, resulting in 1 US KIA and 1 US WIA.

● 1 HHC Manchu Warrior remembered this day.  PFC Mack R. Sanders (age 25-married) is the Manchu’s first African American killed in action by small arms fire.

13-May:  A-4/9 requested dust-off for 10 Manchus overcome by heat exhaustion.

	16-May-66
	Wahiawa

(1st Bde)
	Operation Wahiawa’s (16-27 May 1966) Area of Operation (AO) is the northwest portion of Hau Nghia Province, in an area bounded by the Boi Loi Woods, Ho Bo Woods and the Filhol Rubber Tree Plantation.  These three areas have long been used as a local storage and resupply haven for VC forces operating within or transiting through the area.  Six combat units from the 25th Division’s 1st and 2nd Brigades are being employed on this Operation.

The Filhol Plantation’s terrain is generally flat, to gently rolling.  Vegetation consisted primarily of rubber trees, interspersed with heavy jungles and underbrush, which make foot movement restrictive in certain areas.

The Ho Bo Woods’ terrain is similar to that of the Filhol Plantation.  However, numerous hedgerow type formations, dry and flooded rice paddies and occasional abandoned villages will be encountered.  In areas of dense growth, overland movement is hindered, unless accessible routes can be found through or around the vegetated obstacles.

The Boi Loi Woods’ terrain is generally flat, with open areas north and south of the Woods.  Open areas consist of rice paddies and cultivated fields.  Dense undergrowth, trees and B-52 bomb craters restrict movement of tracked vehicles on existing trails and low areas.  Foot movement generally slow and tedious.

In all of the above areas the vegetation provides excellent concealment for the VC’s harassing type tactics, in addition to limiting the observation capabilities by friendly forces.  Natural camouflaged trenches, bunkers, spider holes and underground tunnels provide excellent cover for the Viet Cong.

On May 17th, we kicked-off Operation Wahiawa by being assigned as the 1st Brigade’s rear reaction force (RRF) at Cu Chi, while the other units of the Brigade are being deployed into action.

	18-May-66
	Wahiawa
	At 0630 hours, a platoon from the 3rd Squadron 4th Cavalry Regiment (the Mackenzie’s Raiders) departed Trung Lap to secure LZ-B, which was accomplished at 0915 hours.  The original LZ landing time (of 0930 hours) was delayed because of poor weather conditions, until 1100 hours—when the first flight elements finally landed on the LZ.  The insertion consisted of 7 flight elements, using 6 to10 UHID Huey helicopters per element.  A total of 446 soldiers were lifted into the LZ.  The insertion was completed at 1131 hours.  No enemy fire was encountered in the LZ.

At 1220 hours, the Manchu Battalion crossed the LZ in a Search and Destroy operation toward objective BILL (XT643254), and destroyed 5 tunnels and 15 buildings while enroute.  Many documents and papers, one tractor with a ditch digger attachment and four bicycles were captured.

Resupply by air was ordered and we secured a perimeter for the night.  During the afternoon, Company A-4/9 had two minor WIA’s from booby trap fragments.  During the night, eight to ten VC 60mm mortar rounds or rifle grenades landed inside of our perimeter.  No casualties were reported.

	19-May-66
	Wahiawa
	At 0730 hours our perimeter received sniper fire—resulting in 1 US KIA and 2 US WIA.  At 0830 hours, resupply was completed and the 4/9 units moved out on search and destroy operations.  At 1040 hours, one enlisted man was killed in action by enemy sniper fire (vic XT6388252).  During the search and destroy operation the 4/9 units destroyed 6,000 pounds of rice, 40 pounds of salt, 8 rifle grenades, one 80-foot long tunnel, one 120-foot long tunnel, 8 newly constructed bunkers and numerous dwellings.  All units returned to the Battalion’s forward base camp at 1530 hours.

● 2 Manchu Warriors remembered this day.

	20-May-66
	Wahiawa
	We were unable to move today as planned, due to aircraft not being available for the extraction of our night kits.  Company A-4/9 moved to the east on a search and destroy mission and C-4/9 remained at the Battalion’s base camp, until extraction and resupply was completed at 1400 hours.  The Battalion was ordered to move out to Objective BOB (XT658258).  From 1430 to 1530 hours, A-4/9 suffered 6 WIA, including its Company Commander [CPT Davies], from a VC ambush using mines.  Objective BOB was secured at 1735 hours.

CPT Davies

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (4/23/2003)
Captain Davies’ RTO stepped on a mine, wounding both of them.  Davies was gone for a long time.  When he came back, he was kicked upstairs to S-2 or S-4, one of those slots.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (12/05/2003)
Paul Sine has been sending me emails trying to figure out some ancient history.  In May of 1966 does anyone remember when CPT Davies was wounded?  I’ve always thought his RTO was wounded also, but Paul who was a medic remembers him being KIA and he's not on our memorial.  Doc Clark do you remember this day?  Paul says all you medic types were called to Davies’ CP.

May 1966 was our first full month in Vietnam.  From what I remember it was a bad one too.  Alpha company had at least 4 KIA and 5 or 6 WIA.  It could be higher.  If anyone has any daily logs for May 20,1966 let me know?

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (12/05/2003)

I’m as bad off as Roy Clark because I don’t even remember it being May when Capt Davies got wounded.  Seems like a couple months had passed, but looks like it was only 23 days or so from when we got off the boat.  I think the battalion lost a total of 10 men during that first month in Vietnam.  At least that’s what we've accounted for on the Manchu Memorial.  Paul says there was more that day.  He remembers someone by the name of Van Dyke who he says was Davies’ RTO being KIA that same day.  He worked on him as a medic and it was the first person he worked on as a medic in Vietnam.  So it does seem like he would remember him; but no listing on the Wall USA for anyone by that name either.

A View From the Bottom

Stan “Lumpy” Lamberts, Charlie Co. 1969-70 (2/21/2001)

At age 18 I was randomly plucked from civilian society, stripped of my identity and was ran like a head of cattle through a 16-week training (which to this day I consider a form of brainwashing.  Then thrown into a combat zone as a infantry grunt; a PFC, the very bottom of the pecking order.  Do what your told and you will survive.  In a lifestyle where peaches and pound cake in OD green cans were a luxury, any perks someone else higher up the pecking order received were envied.  Officers, NCO's and EM's were not encouraged to mingle socially (added to class envy). Anyone over the rank of E-6 was considered a lifer.  Fair or unfair, that was the thinking at the bottom of the order as I recall.  In hindsight I wouldn't trade positions with anyone.  I had enough on my plate without the burden and stress of decision-making.  “Thank You”, to those of you who accepted that challenge.
Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (2/24/2001)

I see my own situation in Lumpy’s sad tale.  Only I was lower on the ladder than him.  The only difference is I didn‘t go into combat right after AIT; but I went about 8 months or so later.  Maybe it was because we trained with and knew the officers before we went to Vietnam.  But I don't remember any kind of hard feelings between them and the Enlisted Men.  No more than normal barracks talk anyway.  Maybe there was and I didn’t see it, but that’s where I see myself having my "plate full" as Lumpy put it.

I was only 18-19 years old and far from the brightest bulb in the pack, but I really don't remember thinking about officers at all.  I figured they were doing their job and I had my job to do.  In hindsight, I guess I was somewhat of a perfect soldier in that respect.  It’s hard to look back 34 years later and remember what my mind set was, but I think I looked at my platoon sergeant as a father figure—sort of, kind of—and SGT Dugan did a good job as that.

My platoon leader was a West Point officer.  He looked younger than me, and the only thing I knew about his job was that he had a radio and was in contact with our main camp in case we needed help.  I don’t think I cared that he wasn't on point with me, just as long as he was near with that radio and knew how to use it.

Now CPT Davies was another case.  I remember him very well.  He was into his job for sure, and I always admired the guy.  I didn’t even know he was nuts until here in the last few years.  Maybe “nuts” is the wrong word because I still think he was a good officer.  But the fact is he wasn’t doing his job completely, because he was out helping do mine.  As much as I felt better having him out there with us, all he amounted to was another M16 rifleman when he was out there.  So his place was back doing whatever company CO's do and making sure we had all the support we needed when we needed it.  I don't recall ever seeing the battalion commander in the field—never thought of it.  To me that was to far up the chain of command to even imagine.

Here’s another thing for you early guys (Arnold, Dan, Phil, etc.).  I for the life of me don't remember any kind of awards being given out at all.  No award ceremonies.  Maybe we had one for our Combat Infantry Badges, but that’s it.  I don't even remember anyone being put in for an award except for the Purple Heart and CIB.  I know we didn’t have the big fire support base battles, like the ones we have posted on our web pages, but we had plenty of action.  I know a guy from my squad got the Silver Star (Clarence Gibson) after I left.  He was killed in action shortly after that.  But during my time I don't recall of anyone getting even a Bronze Star or wondering why they didn't.

Phil Adams, HHC 1965-67 (2/24/2001)

Here, here, Willy.  I agree on Lumpy’s and your last email.  CPT Davies wanted to see it all and to be there.  He did some things that he should have just ordered done.  I wanted to see things, but not the same way he did.  We could have adjusted fire fine, from relays to the CP, rather than running over there to have a look.  I think you are right on the "another rifleman" thing.  He was good at that which seemed fine at first, but as time went on, he should have learned to control things from where he was and relied on the units and leaders under him to get him info and tell him what they needed.  I don't think I had to see everybody or blood trail, etc.  Tell me where you want them [artillery fire], and I'll call them in.  If I can't see where you want them and they hit, tell me which way to adjust.  Even lugging a radio with the CO can get you killed.
I was in 16 months before we got to Vietnam and still a PFC until we were there for 6 or 7 months.  They offered me buck [sergeant] to stay when I left for LRRP, but I left anyway.  My plate was full wherever I was—I like that, good choice of words, Lumpy.

Even though I hated many events and was pissed at people once in awhile, after all these years, I don't hate anyone I can think of.

We went through training when they expected us not to think too hard for ourselves and to follow orders.  Now, Remember the "Spirit of the Bayonet"?  Leadership made most of the decisions and we did the job.  Remember Babe Ruth struck out more times than he hit, but he kept slugging.  We all made mistakes.  Most of us kept slugging through the years….  Medals are nice, I guess, but most of that stuff for those of us who didn't stay-in are stuffed in a drawer, box or suitcase.  With the site you guys have built, we're digging and wondering where our pictures, friends and souvenirs went?  Maybe they just disappeared like the years between then and now.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (2/24/2001)

I’m glad you said that Phil.  I thought I was the only long-term PFC in the Army.  My problem was the outfit I was with before the Manchus.  Garrison life at Schofield and me didn’t get along—to many ways to get in trouble and I found them all.  I too could of got promoted once in Vietnam.  There were opening all the time.  But I started out my tour as a short-timer and all I wanted was to get out alive and go home.  I really didn’t mind the Army.  I was a draftee; but a young one, so I needed the Army at that time in my life.  Didn't need the war.  But even that’s not bad memories to me now.  My memories of being young, strong, healthy, and with a bunch of guys that I will never forget have over the years become stronger than my memories of the bad stuff.  I haven't forgot the pain and the terrible things that happened—like to my friend William Van Gorder.  But it’s easier now to remember him as a wise guy, smiling buddy on the beach in Hawaii.

I remember the day Capt Davies and his RTO were wounded.  That wasn't you was it Phil?

Phil Adams, Alpha Co. 1966-67 (2/24/2001)

Not me Willy.  I was 11C1LVS (Vietnamese) when we got in country.  I was assigned to 4 Deuce with HHC, but because of my language skills (faded but for some reason coming back) bounced around to wherever.  When they didn't need me for something else I carried a radio for the mortar’s FO and filled in for him.  He was a young sergeant: Gus Gustus, a thin, light hair and a really good guy.  We usually hung with the command section because Davies wanted us with him, unless he wanted us with some other group.  My later tours were 11Bravo rifleman/squad leader.
The only time I was hurt with the Manchu's was when we had some contact with mortars or rifle grenades.  I think I called in air support when something blew and the concussion hurt my eye.  Turned out, when they took me in, I had a detached retina or something like that.  I didn't even know it until my one eye hurt.  When I went to rub it and I discovered I couldn't see out of the other.  They put it back into place and patched it and the other eye, because I had gotten eyestrain in it.  I spent two weeks in Cu Chi with patches on both eyes and they found work for me.  Yep, I couldn't see at all, so I couldn't do bunker-line duty or much else.  Can't remember all of it, but they had me painting by feel.  Don't know who had that idea.  I never saw my work, so I don't know if I did a good job or what.
Wasn't really wounded until May of 1970 when I was with the 101st Infantry.  Got to see Japan from the unloading at the airport and the view from the hospital.  Got extensive knowledge of Valley Forge Army Hospital, after about 5 months and 5 operations there.  Then went to Brook Army Hospital in Texas before going to the Americal 11B4LVN, then to MACV as 11C4LVN as the Team Heavy Weapons and Operations NCO.
Still trying to put it all together, but you all have been great.  Just so long ago, and pushed so far back.  I remember more of the good times (like you), than the bad.  Can't remember the book or movie (never read or saw it; just the title part).  Something like "We Were Young and Soldiers Then".  Hard to believe that [our time in Vietnam] wasn't another life, another person, and another world.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (2/24/2001)

I believe the painting by feel, no problem believing that at all.  You must have made a pathetic looking picture out there—patches on both eyes, trying to feel where you've painted already.  I'll have to tell you the story of me in basic getting caught without my hat on by two 2LT’s.  No mercy.  They had me for hours.  They weren't even from my training company, but they must of have had time to kill.  I never forgot my hat again.
Phil you have to remember our Top Sergeant.  Garner was his name.  I’ve mentioned him before.  All those stripes with the star in the middle—a very intimidating man.  I didn’t really like him, but I think I was more afraid of him than anything.  He looked like a PFC's worst nightmare, and a lifer to max.

I remember seeing him only one time out in the field.  We all noticed him.  He was hanging back keeping real low and looked like he was sweating bullets.  Very nervous, and we all kind of mentioned it among ourselves (joking and so forth).  Now looking back, way back, I know SGT Garner was getting his third CIB at that time.  He had served in WWII and in Korea in the infantry, or so I heard later.  So he had every right to be nervous.  He should have gotten a medal for going out to the field in his third war.  But at the time no one knew any of this stuff.

	21-May-66
	Wahiawa
	At 0100 hours, Company A-4/9 successfully executed an ambush resulting in 2 VC KIA possible and sustaining 1 US WIA.  At 0745 hours we sustained 1 US KIA from friendly artillery in the Battalion base camp.  The Battalion continued to search and destroy while moving north to Objective BUD (XT647279).  During the movement, the Battalion encountered many booby traps and at least four mines.  The mines were made of wood and of a Chicom manufacture.  One APC hit a mine, which damaged its track.  Light sniper fire was also encountered during the move.  Several tunnels, a quantity of rice and other items were destroyed during the move.  At 1630 hours, the Battalion closed into Objective BUD and immediately ordered resupply.  When it became dark, nine night ambush patrols were dispatched and instructed to return at 0600 hours the next morning.

● 1 Alpha Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

Short Round
After arriving in Cu Chi, there was a medic killed in one of our first few field actions. It was the 8-inch artillery guns that were firing support—a short round got him and took a foot off of a LT.  It happened out in the Ho Bo Woods or there about. That put the fear of God in us as far as big guns went.  Jack Williams, Bravo Co. 1966-67 (4/19/2000)

	22-May-66
	Wahiawa
	At 0750 hours, while returning to the Battalion’s base camp, one ambush patrol from C-4/9 was hit by sniper fire resulting in 1 US KIA and 1 US WIA.

At 0900 hours, we started resupply and the exchange of companies (B-4/9 relieved A-4/9 of duty).  C-4/9 and Recon Platoon moved to the northwest to conduct search and destroy operations.  At 1335 hours, B-4/9 closed into its LZ and moved to the southwest to carryout its search and destroy mission.  B-4/9 found a tunnel (vic XT657276) containing one ton of rice and had sustained 2 US WIA from a VC booby trap in a house nearby.  The rice, tunnel and house were destroyed.  At 1655 hours, B-4/9 returned to the Battalion base camp.  C-4/9 encountered heavy sniper fire (vic XT656286), resulting in 1 VC sniper KIA (BC).  C-4/9 destroyed 2,500 pounds of rice and several tunnels and dwellings, returning to the Battalion base camp at 1630 hours.

We secured our NOP for the night and were re-supplied.  At 2030 hours, night ambush patrols were dispatched and instructed to return prior to 0730 hours the next morning.  At 2030 hours, one ambush patrol from B-4/9 received 4 or 5 enemy hand grenades, resulting in 1 US KIA.

● 1 Bravo Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

	23-May-66
	Wahiawa
	Orders for a local search and destroy mission were changed, and at 1405 hours, the Battalion departed for objective B (XT616287) conducting S&D operations while enroute.  An estimated 10-15 snipers were encountered while enroute, resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC) and 2 VC KIA (POSS).  At 1610 hours, we closed into Objective B, secured a perimeter for the night and were re-supplied by air.  At 1901 hours, six ambush patrols were dispatched and instructed to return at 0720 hours the next morning.  Two ambushes were successfully executed, resulting in 4 VC KIA (BC).

Duty Officers Log Trung Lap: C-4/9 required dust-off for two WIA; one serious chest wound; and two litters.

● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

	24-May-66
	Wahiawa
	The Battalion conducted local search and destroy operations with Company C-4/9 moving to the northwest, B-4/9 moving southwest and Recon Platoon moving to the southeast.   During the day, 1,700 pounds of rice, 5 dwellings, numerous mines and booby traps, 7 tunnels, VC flags, VC uniforms and numerous other items were destroyed.  B-4/9 sustained 8 US WIA from two booby-trapped hand grenades (vic XT624281).  At 1710 hours, the Golden Dragons (2/14th Infantry) moved into the Area of Operations and occupied the northeastern side of our perimeter for the night.  In the evening, we dispatched four ambush patrols.

Duty Officers Log Trung Lap: 4/9 reports (7) WIA (4) evacuation required dust-off (4) litter type LZ secure 632289.  B-4/9 at 0100 had 8 WIA from suspected claymore metal shrapnel and glass injuries.

	25-May-66
	Wahiawa
	At 0900 hours, the Battalion moved out on a search and destroy mission toward Objective F (XT619263).  While enroute, C-4/9 encountered light sniper fire, resulting in 2 US WIA.  We destroyed 20 dwellings (6 of which were booby-trapped), 5,200 pounds of rice, 4 tunnels, 6 bunkers and numerous other items.  At 1630 hours, we arrived at Objective F, secured a perimeter for the night and were supplied.  At 1845 hours, four ambush patrols were dispatched and returned at 0630 hours the following morning.  The ambush patrols made no enemy contact.

At 1730 hours, all elements of the Golden Dragons closed into their battalion base area (vic XT619263) and helped secure the area with the Manchus for the night.

	26-May-66
	Wahiawa
	At 1030 hours, the Battalion moved south to Objective M (vic XT618225).  The Battalion left a 7-man element from Recon Platoon behind to establish an ambush at our old position.  At 1230 hours, a VC force of 8 or 9 men made a reconnaissance by fire on the old position; then moved in and started to police the area for ammo cans, trash, etc.  Recon’s “7-man stay behind” element sprung their ambush, at a distance of 30 meters, and got a 3 VC KIA body count and 3 VC KIA possibilities.  As the Recon patrol moved out of position to search the dead VC bodies, they were fired upon by a superior VC force and withdrew under cover of small arms and artillery fire.  At 1435 hours, they joined the rest of the Battalion on Objective M.

We occupied positions on the perimeter for the night and were re-supplied.  At approximately 1710 hours, VC snipers were engaged, resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC) and 2 VC KIA (POSS).  The Battalion’s perimeter inadvertently received four rounds of US 8-inch artillery fire from Cu Chi base camp.  We sustained 2 US KIA and 18 US WIA from the friendly artillery fire—one of the wounded soldiers died later.  Three Huey helicopters were required for the dust-off.  At 1830 hours, seven ambush patrols were dispatched.  At 2015 hours, one of B-4/9’s ambush patrols detonated a claymore mine against a VC force—results unknown.

Duty Officers Log Trung Lap: Recon 4/9 stay behind patrol sprung ambush at XT606267, 2 VC KIA, 3 VC WIA.  4/9 requires dust-off for approximately 2 US KIA, (15) WIA.  Require (3) Hueys.  Appears to be arty barrage in CP area.  4/9 reports (2) KIA – 17 WIA from arty fire.

● 2 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

	27-May-66
	Wahiawa
	At 0743 hours, the seven ambush patrols returned to the Battalion base camp, without making anymore contact the previous night.  At 0800 hours, we moved out for the ARVN Ranger Camp at Trung Lap, closing there at 0910 hours without incident.  At 1100 hours, the first elements of the Battalion departed the ARVN camp for Cu Chi Base Camp; thereby terminating our combat maneuvers on Operation Wahiawa

● 1 HHC Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

Total Manchu casualties during Operation Wahiawa were: (a) 6 US KIA and 22 US WIA by enemy fire and (b) 2 US KIA and 18 US WIA by friendly fire.

Note:  I discovered the following Daily Staff Journal entries posted by the 2/14th “Golden Dragons” Battalion S-3 Officer for this day:

Ann Margaret Radar Sees VC Squad; Company C, 2/14 “Golden Dragons” Opens Fire—It’s a 4/9-Ambush Patrol
Location:  XT 656163 Cu Chi, Vietnam.  Dated: 27-May-66

At 1730 hours received 4/9 [Manchus] and 4/23 [Tomahawks] patrol plans.

At 2115 hours, Company C-2/14 reports that radar picked up at least a squad-size element.  Took them under fire and reports they detected them crawling.  Checked with 4/9, they said they could be their patrol; ceased fire, but keeping them under surveillance.

	30-May-66
	-
	● 1 Recon Manchu Warrior remembered this day.  Died as a result of non-hostile action by drowning.

Phil Adams, HHC Co. 1965-67 (10/30/1999)
Willy, I remember when we first got in country and trying to cross a river—several guys drowned.  It’s been too long to remember when or where, but it was the first river I remember anyone crossing.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (10/30/1999)
Phil, this has got to be the same incident I remember.  Not a good memory, but after all these years I’m trying to put some of my fragmented memories back together.  I remember hanging on to the side of that boat.  I was on the upstream side and it didn’t look like much of a current, but as we got out in the middle of the river I was pulled under the boat.  It took everything I had to hold on to the side and not be pulled down—still a scary time when I stop to think of it.

	06-June-66 to

10-June-66
	Joliet
	Operation Joliet was a battalion-size Search and Destroy Operation in the vicinity of Phouc Vinh Ninh and Ap Dong Sao.  The results of our 5-day operation were 3 VC KIA body count and we destroyed numerous grenades, booby traps and tunnels.

	12-June-66
	Fargo
	Operation Fargo was a 3-day operation in the vicinity of Phuoc – Hiep – AP Bau Dieu Villages.  Intelligence studies conducted prior to this operation indicated VC activity within the operational area had been generally concentrated along Hwy 1 and Hwy 17.  Since May 1st, both routes have been the scenes of numerous mining incidents.  Anti-aircraft incidents in the area have increased in the past month.

On this operation the Manchus would conduct search and destroy, while the 2/14th Infantry Golden Dragons (along with elements of the ¾ Armor Cav) acted as a blocking and reactionary force.  The terrain in the Area of Operation (AO) consists of thick hedgerows, and some heavily brushed and wooded areas, which offer excellent concealment and cover from direct weapons fire.  There are also many clearings and rice fields, offering the VC excellent fields of fire.  There are no major terrain obstacles affecting the movement of tracked vehicles and dismounted troops.  The only natural obstacle within the AO is the Rach Ba Dap Creek that flows southward across the Hwy.  However, the creek would be an obstacle during heavy rains, which would make it un-crossable by tracked vehicles.

At 0630 hours, we departed Cu Chi Base Camp by helicopter for Operation Fargo’s area of operation.  Company A-4/9 (the first element lifted in) landed at LZ-2 and established contact with the Golden Dragons.  At vicinity XT564180, one VCS suspect was detained, who said that VC elements (of unknown size) were moving south from LZ-2.

At 0725 hours, Company C-4/9 and B-4/9 landed at LZ-3 and LZ-4 (respectively), and crossed the LZ and commenced search and destroy operations.  B-4/9 detained 16 civilians, interrogated them and released them later.  Elements of both companies discovered and destroyed one ton of rice (vic XT557166).  As the search and destroy operation continued, B-4/9 apprehended 3 VCS suspects and one draft dodger.  Upon being interrogated, one of them was determined to be a VCC (captive).

At 1620 hours, the Battalion closed in on OBJ-2 and established a base camp.  Resupply was ordered in immediately.  At 1645 hours, A-4/9 located and destroyed one anti-tank mine (vic XT553177).  Night ambush patrols were sent to three locations.  All patrols reported negative VC contact and returned to base camp at 0600 hours the next morning.

	13-June-66
	Fargo
	At 0900 hours, Company C-4/9 while conducting a search and destroy operation encountered sniper fire at coordinate XT655178.  The sniper fire ceased, after small arms gunfire was returned.  100 rounds of ammunition (marked “188” with a large star figure) were located and destroyed in the vicinity of the sniper fire.  The rounds were 127-caliber and assumed to be used for anti-aircraft purposes.  At 1000 hours, 25 people were apprehended (vic XT555192).  All persons were questioned by the National Police element that was attached to the Battalion.  The interrogation resulted in one person being held for further questioning by MP authorities.

Also at 0900 hours, B-4/9 located and destroyed one booby-trapped hand grenade, one tunnel and nine houses (at coordinate XT548103) during its S&D operation.  At 1050 hours, generally at the same coordinate, B-4/9 was hit by heavy sniper fire and sustained 2 US WIA’s.  Gunfire was immediately returned by the company, to establish superior firepower—resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 1 VCC (captive).  At 1420 hours, the Battalion conducted a Medcap II mission in the village of An Due—treating 29 individuals.  The 65th Engineer element (attached to the Manchus) completed its installation of a triple strand concertina wire fence around a Popular Force compound located at XT540276.  The last VC engagement took place at 1700 hours, when C-4/9 encountered two Viet Cong at coordinate XT553177—resulting in 1 VC KIA possible.  By 1800 hours, all Battalion units returned to the operational base camp area.  Ambush patrols were sent to four different locations.  All four patrols returned by 0600 hours the following morning.  The ambush patrols had negative VC contact.

	14-June-66
	Fargo
	At 0730 hours, Company A-4/9 along with the 3rd Platoon Troop-B of the ¾ Armored Cavalry Regiment departed the operational base camp to investigate a roadblock on Hwy 1, which was reported by a captured VC.  While enroute to this location, A-4/9 encountered several booby traps and apprehended two VCS suspects (vic XT612163).  By 1030 hours, the road was cleared.  The roadblock consisted of 16 dirt mounds, ranging from 6” to 18” high that covered the entire width of the road.  A-4/9 then moved from the highway to the location of a rice cache, pointed out the previous day by the same captured VC.  At this location, A-4/9 uncovered and destroyed 500 pounds of loose rice hidden in a 5’ x 4’ hole.

At 0800 hours, the extraction of the Battalion commenced, with B-4/9 being extracted by helicopters from the base area and taken back to Cu Chi Base Camp—closing in at 0842 hours.

At 0615 hours, C-4/9 conducted two platoon-size Search & Destroy missions.  At 1005 hours, C-4/9 destroyed one booby-trapped 105mm round.  At 1300 hours, C-4/9 began its helicopter extraction and completed its closing on Cu Chi Base Camp by 1325 hours.

A-4/9 (after completing its road-clearing mission along Hwy 1) was extracted by truck convoy and closed in on Cu Chi Base Camp at 1515 hours.  This officially terminated Operation Fargo.

● Total Manchu casualties on OP Fargo were 3 US WIA’s.

Total Enemy Losses:  1 VC KIA (BC), 1 VC (POSS), 1 VCC (Captive) and 35 VCS (Suspects).  Captured two tons of rice and destroyed one AT mine, one booby-trapped grenade, one tunnel complex, 9 houses, 100 rounds of 188-ammo, one 105-shell and 500 pounds of rice.

In addition, we distributed about 20,000 assorted leaflets, to include Safe Conduct Passes, Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) and 969 Reward leaflets throughout the Battalion’s TAOR (tactical area of responsibility).

	16-June-66
	-
	● 1 Bravo Manchu Warrior remembered this day:  Sgt-E6 Frank Ellis Lyons, age 27, married, from Jersey City, New Jersey.

Thomas Lyons (Son of a Manchu)
In Memory of…

My father SSG Frank Lyons [, who] was serving as squad leader for the 1st Platoon of B Company, which was conducting a search-and-destroy operation against the Viet Cong in Tay Ninh Province.  As the operation progressed the platoon encountered several Viet Cong booby traps.  My father volunteered to clear the area despite the large number of booby traps and their potential hazard.  After moving his men to set up security in the area, my father began destroying the booby traps.  His efforts revealed a Viet Cong bunker hidden by bamboo.  While attempting to clear away the bamboo, a large concussion mine exploded, critically injuring my father.  He died a week later.  I was just 7 years old when my dad was killed.  My father received several medals—the Purple Heart, Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star Medal with “V” and two Vietnamese medals.  

	17-June to

21-June-66
	Helemano
	On Operation Helemano, the Manchus conducted a battalion-size 4-day search and destroy operation in Corps Zone III.

	21-June-66
	-
	Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (2/25/2000)
Birthday in Nam

I remember sitting in a hole up near Tay Ninh, with it raining so hard that I couldn’t see but a few inches in front of me, and being told to expect an attack that night.  The pucker factor was to the max.  I had a rain poncho on, but no liner, and I was shivering in the rain singing “Happy Birthday” to myself.  It was the last of my teenage years.  The good news was the attack never came to Tay Ninh, but Cu Chi was hit with a rocket attack that night, on June 21, 1966.

	23-June-66
	-
	South Vietnamese troops seize Buddhist headquarters at Saigon, bringing to an end wave of protests that had begun in March with agitation against military rule.

	26-June-66
	-
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day.  A hostile action, ground casualty mishap.

	27-June-66
	-
	Dust-off for Company C-4/9 required for sergeant who was seriously wounded by a pressure-release type booby-trapped mine.

Duty Officers Log Cu Chi: 4/9 request dust-off for 1 litter patient, the man hit a booby trap at coordinates 682167, 1 WIA.  4/9 reports that WIA sustained at 682167 was caused by pressure release type mine.  This is Company-C SGT Leslie Morales.

	01-July-66
	-
	Manchus arrived in Ben Luc and started building a base camp.

	02-July-66
	-
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Gia Dinh Province.  Sgt E-5 Leslie Isma Morales-Lucas  (age 27, married) was the first “Puerto Rican” Manchu (from Pounce, Puerto Rico) killed in action, as the result of multiple fragmentation wounds.

	03-July-66 to

01-Aug-66
	Kahana I-II
	The 25th Division’s 1st Brigade with elements of the 10th ARVN Division conducted Operation Kahana I and II.  The purpose was to locate VC forces responsible for an ambush (on June 30th) against ARVN forces south of Gia Ray and to prevent an increase of VC incidents in the Gia Ray, Vo Dat and Vo Xu areas.  The 1st Brigade controlled this operation from the vicinity of Xuon Loc.

● On July 5th, the Manchu Battalion (+) was committed to the vicinity of Gia Ray.  Company C of the 1/5th Mechanized Infantry “Bobcats” was attached to the Manchus until July 27th.

● On July 15th, the 4/23rd Infantry “Tomahawks” was deployed to the Vo Dat - Vo Xu area (vic XT7232).

● July 21st, 1 Alpha Manchu Warrior Remembered this day.

As a result of the 1st Brigade’s operation:  (a) loggers and charcoal workers were able to return to work; (b) logging trucks were able to move logs cut as long as two years ago and; (c) produce trucks and civilian buses resumed daily trips to Saigon and other market places.

Combat results were 4 VC KIA (BC), 17 VC KIA (POSS—Possible), 1 VCC (Captured), 5 VCS (Suspects) and 5 VC KBA (POSS).

	21-July-67
	-
	● 1 Alpha Manchu Warrior remembered this day: non-hostile ground casualty, accidental homicide.


The Rules of Combat

1. If the enemy is in range, so are you.

2. Incoming fire has the right of way.

3. Don’t look conspicuous.  It draws fire.

4. The easy way is always mined.

5. Try to look unimportant; they may be low on ammo.

6. Professionals are predictable; it’s the amateurs that are dangerous.

7. The enemy invariably attacks on one of two occasions: (a) when you’re ready for them or (b) when you’re not ready for them.

8. Teamwork is essential; it gives the enemy someone else to shoot at.

9. If you can’t remember, the claymore is pointed at you.  Claymores are labeled “This Side Toward Enemy” for a reason.

10. If your attack is going well, you have walked into an ambush.

11. Don’t draw fire; it irritates the people around you.

12. The only thing more accurate than incoming enemy fire is income friendly fire.

13. When the pin is pulled, Mr. Grenade is not our friend.

14. If it’s stupid but it works, it isn’t stupid.

15. When in doubt empty the magazine.

16. Never share a foxhole with anyone braver than you.

17. Anything you do can get you shot, including doing nothing.

18. Make it too tough for the enemy to get in—and you can’t get out!

19. Mines are equal opportunity weapons.

20. A Purple Heart just proves that you were smart enough to think of a plan, stupid enough to try, and lucky enough to survive.

21. Don’t ever be the first, don’t ever be the last, and don’t ever volunteer to do anything.

22. The Quartermaster has only two sizes:  too large and too small.

23. Five second fuses only last three seconds.

24. It is generally inadvisable to eject directly over the area you just bombed.
	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	23-July-66

Continuing to date unknown
	Fireball

(Special Mission on Koko Head)
	Operation Koko Head was a 25th Infantry Division pacification, search and destroy operation conducted west and north of Cu Chi Base Camp.  Results of this operation were 5 VC KIA (BC), 26 VC KBA (BC), 1 VC KIA (POSS), 49 VC KBA (POSS), 24 VCC and 99 VCS; captured 12 small arms and numerous ammunition; and destroyed 118 buildings, 53 bunkers, 12 tunnels and 16 sampans.

In addition to normal US support, one “special mission” was undertaken—Operation Fireball, in providing artillery support to ARVN and US outposts.  A 25th Infantry Division Artillery Task Force—consisting of one 105mm battery (from Company B-2/13th Field Artillery, a II F-FORCE-V unit), Company B-4/9th Infantry and a command group from the 3/13th Infantry—was deployed to a remote area in Tay Ninh Province.  This Task Force provided artillery support for a provincial force employed in establishing a CIDG campsite.

	01-Aug-66
	Oahu

(1st Bde)
	Operation Oahu (01-31 August 1966):  The 25th Division’s 1st Brigade Task Force—consisting of elements of the Manchus (-), 4/23rd Mech Tomahawks, 2/14th Inf Golden Dragons (-), 1/5th Mech Bobcats and the 7/11th Arty Dragons—conducted operations in Tay Ninh Province to locate and destroy VC forces and supplies, and to support Operation Blue Jay.  The Task Force secured and defended the 196th Light Infantry Brigade’s base camp area near the Tay Ninh West Airfield—conducting extensive sweeps, search and destroy operations, patrols and ambushes from the camp.  The maneuver battalions encountered only light enemy contact, occurring in the northwest sector.

Intelligence studies conducted prior to the initiation of Operation Oahu indicated the area of operation (with the exception of Tay Ninh City, district towns and other centers of governmental influence) had been under VC control and domination for many years.  Previous operations conducted throughout the area had uncovered numerous VC installations, to include: base camps, supply caches and training sites. Although a large number of these facilities had been destroyed, others were still fully operational.  The majority of these installations were reported to be located in the heavily wooded areas north of Tay Ninh City and along the densely vegetated periphery of the Oriental River.  Extensive oxcart, trail and sampan activity in these areas tended to confirm the existence of the above-mentioned facilities and their general location.

	03-Aug-66
	Oahu
	The Battalion (-) moved by tactical motor march from Cu Chi to Go Dau Ha utilizing the Highway 22 bypass route to Tay Ninh.  We departed at 0700 hours and arrived at 1745 hours.  Company B-4/9 remained in Cu Chi as a reaction force for the convoy and was afterwards airlifted to Tay Ninh at 1200 hours.

	04-Aug-66
	Oahu
	The three Manchu companies conducted platoon-size patrolling in the vicinity of base camp.  At 1300 hours, a Medcap was conducted in the village of Thai Troung.  Forty-three patients were treated.

	05-Aug-66
	Oahu
	All three companies conducted platoon-size patrols in the vicinity of base camp again.  All patrols returned to base camp by 1250 hours, and reported negative enemy contact.

	06-Aug-66
	Oahu
	At 0808 and 0818hours, separate elements of Company C-4/9 conducted airmobile search and destroy operations to vicinity XT103542 and XT112525.  The two elements then moved, linking up at vicinity XT104534, and from there, the C-4/9 moved south to a LZ at XT105510.  In the vicinity of XT107546, one bunker, 18 VC structures and six wells were destroyed.  The C-4/9 returned back to base camp at 1600 hours.

Other Activity Going-on: Four sorties of F-105 Jets prepped the LZ at H-30 and 10 minutes later the artillery prepped the LZ at H-10.  At 1030 hours, approximately 4,000 Chieu Hoi leaflets were dropped at XT1054.  At 1103 hours, a Medcap was conducted at XT1456 and 130 patients were treated.

	07-Aug-66
	Oahu
	Company B-4/9 conducted an airmobile assault to XT075535.  At 0923 hours, two F-105 jet sorties prepared the Landing Zone at H-30 and a ten-minute artillery barrage was fired at H-10.  B-4/9 moved to XT065536, where they conducted search and destroy operations.

At 1055 hours, the Battalion’s C&C helicopter received small arms gunfire from the vicinity of XT084533.  Artillery fire was called in; results unknown.  B-4/9 destroyed approximately 2,250 kilos of rice by dumping it into a river (vicinity XT063530).  The C&C copter received small arms fire from a sampan at coordinates XT055553.  The enemy gunfire was returned, results unknown.  B-4/9 moved 300 meters west, to check on a large group of women and children trying to cross the river—all were detained, and later evacuated to a refugee village.  At 1258 hours, the C&C copter spotted one individual camouflaged with grass (vicinity XT056533); he was taken under fire from the aircraft, resulting in 1 VC KIA (Possible).  The C&C copter spotted an individual swimming up the river on a brush pile; he was taken under fire, resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC).  At 1328 hours, B-4/9 located 1,000 kilos of rice (at XT055532) and the rice was destroyed.  B-4/9 then moved to XT094500 for extraction, which was completed at 1700 hours.  Enemy small arms fire was received during an extraction from XT077521; gunships returned fire and an air strike of two F-100 jets was immediately called in to bomb the area.  One VC structure was destroyed.

Other Report:  Elements of the Manchu Battalion were conducting a search and destroy mission and encountered an undetermined number of VC at vicinity XT054532.  The VC elements immediately broke contact and were being engaged by UH1B gunships—resulting in 8 VC KIA possible—while we were sweeping across the Oriental River.

	08-Aug-66
	Oahu
	Company C-4/9 conducted an airmobile Search and Destroy operation in the vicinity of XT095538.  The Company established a base camp and sent out platoon-size patrols during the day.

That evening was the scene of intense VC activity, directed against C-4/9 by an unknown size VC force.  Throughout the day, C-4/9 encountered sporadic sniper activity, but while establishing its night base camp, the VC concentrated accurate small arms and automatic weapons fire against the Company’s perimeter.

At 1845 hours, C-4/9 requested a dust-off for 2 US KIA and 2 US WIA resulting from sniper fire.  The dust off was not done until 2130 hours, due to sniper fire being received on the LZ.  In addition, the dust-off pilots were receiving a duplicate set of landing signals from approximately 3 to 5 kilometers north of C-4/9’s LZ.  While approaching the LZ, the pilot noticed a Vietnamese in the LZ; he asked if any Vietnamese were in the area of the LZ and when told they were not, he immediately pulled up and was guided to the correct LZ.  An artillery strike was called into the area of the fake signals, with unknown results.  At 2135 hours, C-4/9 re-established (moved) their base camp to ZT084538.  The Brigade’s radio frequencies (both regular and alternate) were jammed from 1925 hours to 2005 hours.  Brigade operated on Manchu Battalion’s frequency for forty minutes until the jamming ceased.

● 2 Bravo Manchu Warriors remembered this day.

	09-Aug-66
	Oahu
	At 0615 hours, B-4/9 started its movement to establish a link up with C-4/9 at vic XT099519.  B-4/9 received small arms fire from vic XT100519.  The enemy gunfire was returned, with unknown results.  At 1755 hours, both companies returned to Tay Ninh base camp.

	10-Aug-66
	Oahu
	The Battalion remained in Tay Ninh base camp conducting maintenance and training, in preparation for the next day’s operation.  A control group moved with Battery A of the 7th Battalion 11th Artillery to Troung Mit—where they established a fire support base for the following day’s operation.

Effective 0800 hours, Company B of the 1st Battalion 5th Mechanized Infantry “Bobcats” was attached to the Manchu Battalion.  They provided security and conducted S&D operations east of the junction of Highway 29 and 19, in the area of XT355450.

	11-Aug-66
	Oahu
	At 1115 hours, the Battalion conducted a two-company airmobile operation to LZ XT356434.  A field base camp was established and security patrols and OPS were sent out.  No enemy contact was encountered.  At vic XT357428, C-4/9 located and destroyed ten bunkers spaced 30 to 40 meters apart.  After the airmobile operation, Bobcats B-1/5 linked up with the Manchus and helped establish security for the Battalion’s field base.

	12-Aug-66
	Oahu
	The three Manchu Companies sent out platoon-size patrols in the vicinity of base camp, with negative results.  Bobcats B-1/5 conducted a search and destroy operation to vic XT355450.  B-1/5 received enemy small arms fire from vic XT353452.   The enemy gunfire was returned; no casualties sustained and returned to our base camp at 1600 hours.

	13-Aug-66
	Oahu
	While departing base camp at 0700 hours, B-4/9 conducted a Search & Destroy operation to vic XT3600460.  Eight VCS and one VCC were captured at XT341455.  The VCS suspects were turned over to the district chief.  The VCC captive was evacuated to IPW at Tay Ninh.  B-4/9 returned to base camp at 1725 hours.  At 1150 hours, Bobcats B-1/5 departed base camp to recon a stream crossing site (vic XT328407); returning to base camp at 1717 hours.

	14-Aug-66
	Oahu
	At 1200 hours, the Manchu Battalion began its extraction from XT355432 and returned to Cu Chi base camp by 1610 hours—ending our 14-day roll on Operation Oahu.

● Total Manchu casualties during Operation Oahu were 2 US KIA, 6 US WIA and 2 US DOW (died of wounds).

1st Battalion 5th Mechanized Infantry “Bobcats” Reports:

The Bobcats on Operation Oahu conducted local search & destroy operations and reconnaissance in force patrols in the Bobcat’s AO, and performed security missions along Highways 1 and 22 commencing at 0700 hours on 14-August, as part of the 1st Brigade. The Bobcats conducted the operation in five phases…Phase 3: Company B-1/5 established a base at vicinity XT354430 and secured the pick-up zone (vic XT3543) for the helicopter extraction of the Manchus. 

On 14-Aug-66, Company B-1/5th was released from attachment to the Manchus.  At 0800 hours, B 1/5th established blocking position ZULU (XT337437) and secured the Manchus’ pick-up zone.  Upon completion of the Manchu extraction at 1423 hours, B 1/5th moved to its Battalion’s base and prepared defensive positions.  Effective 0700 hours, A-1/5th was attached to the 1st Brigade and secured “A” Battery, 7th Battalion 11th Artillery’s fire support base at Go Dau Ha.

	15-Aug-66
	-
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day: Sgt E-5 Harry G. Brannon.

	17-Aug-66
	-
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day: Sgt E-6 Basil Plane Brass

	02-Sept-66
	Kipapa

(1st Bde)
	Operation Kipapa:  Starting August 31st, the 25th Division’s 1st Brigade conducted search and destroy operations in the Filhol Plantation, by employing the 4th Battalion 23rd Infantry “Tomahawks”.

On September 2nd, the Manchus (4/9th Inf) and the Bobcats (1/5th Mech) commenced operations.  Each battalion established separate bases for systematically searching for and destroying VC facilities with an emphasis on locating and destroying tunnels and fortifications.  Artillery and air strikes were employed against located VC strong points.

Intelligence produced prior to Operation Kipapa indicated that elements of the VC’s 7th Battalion 165th “A” Regiment were operating in the confines of the Filhol Plantation.  The operational area is known to contain guerrilla elements that operate in 1-2 men groups to platoon-size units.  Intelligence gained from ralliers and experience from past operations indicated numerous tunnels, bunkers, trenches and other enemy fortifications are located in the Area of Operation.  The AO’s terrain is flat with no significant high ground.  The soil is sandy and provides good traffic-ability, except in the low areas.  Vegetation ranges from marshy areas to dense jungle and/or heavy undergrowth, rubber trees, bamboo and secondary hedgerows.

The Manchu Battalion was introduced into Operation Kipapa with Company A-4/9 moving to vic XT686168 to conduct daylight patrols and ambushes.  At 1425 hours, a patrol from A-4/9 received 30 rounds of sniper fire (vic XT695185).  Fire was returned with small arms and 60mm mortars.  Results unknown, no casualties sustained.  Again at 1600 hours (at the same location as the previous sniper fire) the patrol received 5 rounds of 60mm mortar fire.  Fire was returned, results unknown.  1 US WIA casualty was sustained.  At 1700 hours (vic XT700190), the patrol located a structure containing the following: 2 Chicom grenades, 1 potato masher grenade, 3 clips BAR ammo, miscellaneous clothing, 1 container of M16 ammo and 3 wallets with miscellaneous pictures.  All of these items were evacuated and the structure destroyed.

	03-Sept-66
	Kipapa
	A-4/9 remained overnight at vicinity XT690173 conducting local patrols and ambushes.  At 0755 hours, B-4/9 departed to the base camp established by A-4/9 and closed in on the forward base at 1600 hours.  A-4/9 (-) moved to area XT69185, to where documents and miscellaneous equipment had been located the previous day.  At 1300 hours, A-4/9 received automatic weapons fire (vic XT69185).  Fire was returned; results unknown; no casualties sustained.  One bunker and tunnel were located and destroyed at vic XT696185.  B-4/9 had 1 US WIA from a booby trap (vic XT695162); the individual was evacuated by dust-off.  A leaflet drop was conducted near the vicinity of the Battalion’s base camp—dropping the 25th Division’s Leaflet #215. 

	04-Sept-66
	Kipapa
	The Battalion (-) conducted local search and destroy operations in the vicinity of its base camp.  At 0900 hours, B-4/9 received approximately six rounds of small arms fire from vicinity XT693171.  No US casualties; the unit returned fire; results unknown.  At 1400 hours (at XT693813), A-4/9 sustained 1 US WIA from small arms fire.  The enemy gunfire was returned with small arms and artillery fire.  Results unknown; the wounded individual was evacuated back to base camp.  At 1732 hours, A-4/9 returned to base camp.  At 2035 hours an ambush patrol from A-4/9 encountered 2 VC at XT690178.  The patrol opened fire on the 2 VC with small arms fire.  Results unknown and no casualties.  10,000 leaflets were dropped in Battalion’s area of operation.  The leaflets were rewards for turning in VC weapons and mines.

	05-Sept-66
	Kipapa
	Company A-4/9 conducted search and destroy operations north of base camp and back again.  A-4/9 received enemy small arms fire from XT695185.  Gunfire was returned, results unknown, no casualties.  B-4/9 conducted search and destroy operations south of base camp.  At 0855 hours, two booby traps injured 7 US soldiers (vic XT691176) and at 0920 hours, a second booby trap was tripped resulting in 3 more US WIA’s in the same vicinity.  All WIA’s were evacuated by dust-off.  No further enemy contact was made during the rest of the day.  At 2035 hours, one enemy rifle grenade was fired into the battalion base camp—negative casualties.

	06-Sept-66
	Kipapa
	We conducted local search and destroy operation in the vicinity of our base camp, with A-4/9 moving to XT696179 and B-4/9 to XT695173.  Both units had negative enemy contact during the day.  B-4/9 destroyed 15 booby traps, 9 spider holes and one 105 artillery round.

	07-Sept-66
	Kipapa
	The Manchu Battalion conducted combined operations with elements of the 1st and 4th Battalions of the 7th ARVN Regiment.  C-4/9 was airlifted into LZ Charlie (XT714188) and linked up with one platoon of the Bobcats (1/5th Mech Inf).  Both units conducted search and destroy operations north to vicinity XT713187 and XT694177, respectively.  The ARVN units blocked to the south of LZ Charlie.  A-4/9 and B-4/9 established blocking positions at XT690179 and XT693174, respectively.

At 0935 hours, C-4/9 received 2 to 3 sniper rounds from vic XT703178.  The gunfire was returned, results unknown, no casualties.  At the same location, fifteen 70-80 pound bags of rice were discovered.  The rice was evacuated back to base camp.  At 1015 hours, the 7th ARVN Regiment captured 2 VC (vic XT704174).  At 1150 hours (vic XT699177), the Bobcats sustained 1 US WIA from sniper fire.  Fire was returned, results unknown.  The WIA was evacuated back to base camp by track vehicle.  At 2200 hours, 4/9 Battalion’s CP (command post) received 5 rifle grenades resulting in 1 US WIA.  Enemy gunfire was returned with artillery fire, results unknown.  A Medcap was conducted at Phu Hoa Dong (vic XT7118) for 225 patients.  

	07-Sept-66
	Kipapa
	On September 7th, elements of the Bobcats’ Battalion (Company B-1/5 and one platoon from Company A-1/5, on Operation Kalamazoo) conducted an operation in conjunction with the Manchus.  Three ambushes were established during darkness.  None made contact and all 1/5 units returned at first light.

At 0630 hours, Company B-1/5 departed their battalion base camp to sweep the eastern edge of the AO and to link up with the Manchu Battalion.  The A-1/5 platoon dispatched to link up with the Manchus was in position at 0725 hours.  Company B-1/5 (-) made a sweep along the eastern edge of the AO.  At 1101 hours the company apprehended three VC suspects.  At 1215 hours, twelve 100-pound bags of rice were captured.

	08-Sept-66
	Kipapa
	A two-company search and destroy operation was conducted by Companies A-4/9 and B-4/9, moving to vicinity XT699178.  A-4/9 received automatic weapons fire from XT698180, resulting in 3 US WIA’s.  Artillery fire was called in, results unknown.  The wounded were evacuated by dust-off.  At 0925 hours, B-4/9 (at vic XT698174) had 5 US KIA and 5 US WIA from a command detonated mine.  During the day, B-4/9 destroyed three 105mm artillery rounds, two tunnels and two booby-trapped 105mm artillery rounds.

● 5 Bravo Manchu Warriors remembered this day:

	09-Sept-66
	Kipapa
	We conducted two separate company-size S&D operations.  A-4/9 moved to XT673187, where it established a base and dispatched platoon-size patrols throughout the day—negative enemy contact.  B-4/9 conducted search and destroy operations to vic XT678167 and back to base camp.  At 1500 hours (vic XT689168), B-4/9 received enemy small arms fire.  The gunfire was returned, with results unknown.  1 US WIA resulted from the gunfight.  During the day, B-4/9 located and destroyed two AT mines, two 81mm rounds, one 4.2 round and one 20-pound fragmentation bomb.

	10-Sept-66
	Kipapa
	At 1305 hours, we moved back to Cu Chi Base Camp to stay, ending our participation in Operation Kipapa.

● Total Manchu casualties on Operation Kipapa:  4 US KIA, 32 US WIA and 1 US DOW (died of wounds).

● Total Bobcat (4/23rd Inf) casualties on Operation Kipapa:  2 US KIA and 33 US WIA.

Total Enemy Losses:  8 VC KIA (BC), 16 VC KIA (POSS), 3 VCC (Captured) and 46 VCS (Suspects).

	15-Sept-66
	Lanikai

(1st Bde)
	Operation Lanikai started 15-Sept and ended 05-Nov.  For the first time, a U.S. battalion (us) conducted operations in Long An Province.  The Manchu Battalion conducted search and destroy operations, interdicted VC locations, supported the revolutionary development program of the Province and conducted “Buddy” operations with ARVN forces.  This Operation was conducted in four phases.

During Phase 1 through 3, the Manchu Battalion moved by air and vehicle to Ben Luc and established a battalion base.  

Phases 4 consisted of: search and destroy operations in support of revolutionary development, aiding RF/PF forces in construction of local outposts, and conducting joint US/ARVN search and destroy operations.  A joint Operations Center was established at Ben Luc.  Both aerial and river assault boats were used as a means of transporting troops to an objective’s area of operation.

Intelligence:  At present, there is one VC company known to be operating in each of the seven districts and one floating type company around the Ben Luc area.  These VC companies may be broken down into platoon-size or smaller units and are constantly on the move to avoid major conflicts with US/ARVN troops.  Each hamlet contains some type of VC defensive squad if the hamlet is under VC influence.  The 506th Local Force Battalion is the main opposition and is believed to be 550+ strong.  The VC in the area is well armed and supplied.  During this period of the season, the VC uses the Oriental River, its tributaries and canals for resupply and the movement of troops.  Many known and suspected agents are working in the area.  Highway 4 from Saigon to Ben Luc is relatively secure, but should be traveled in convoys of at least two vehicles with three personnel per vehicle.  Movement on this portion of the highway should be as rapid as safety will allow, as a means of avoiding small arms fire.

Terrain Features:  The terrain of this area is completely flat with an elevation of 2 to 3 feet maximum, and nearly all land is used for rice paddies.  The rice paddies vary in depth from 12 to 24 inches of water and nearly all paddy floors contain thick mud, which makes walking extremely difficult.  All major streams are not crossable by foot traffic and these streams vary in depth from 2 to 5 meters depending on local tides.  In almost all cases, the VC has blown up the bridges shown on the map.  The banks of all streams are covered with thick stands of mangrove and water palm, affording the VC excellent concealment for sniper activity.  Movement through these areas is extremely slow and difficult due to heavy vegetation, mud and the inability to determine the exact edge of a stream’s bank.  Local farmers populate any area with a slight degree of elevation and dry ground.  There are no obstacles to the local inhabitant’s movement in the area and all streams are used to the maximum as movement routes.  Roads in the area are unimproved dirt with the exception of Highway 4, which is two-lane macadam roadway.

	25-Sep-66
	Lanikai
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

	04-Oct-66
	Lanikai
	Today, we discovered a VC arms and ammunition cache at vic XS676692.  A Chieu Hoi provided the information and led us to the operational area.  Included in the cache were 3 Chicom carbines, 2 French carbines, 1 BAR, 1 Thompson SMG, one 60mm mortar sight and assorted amounts of hand grenades, rifle grenades, 81mm and 60mm ammunition, AT mines and demolition equipment.  This was a joint US/ARVN operation.  The close cooperation between US and ARVN forces was instrumental in the success of the operation.

● 1 Alpha Manchu Warrior remembered this day.  PFC Robert James Steel (age 19-single) is the first “Canadian” Manchu to die in Vietnam.

	07-Oct-67
	Lanikai
	● 1 Bravo Manchu Warrior remembered this day: 2LT Robert James Brockmann.

	10-Oct-66
	Lanikai
	An element of our Battalion conducted a waterborne search and destroy operation with the 3rd Battalion 50th ARVN Regiment and one ARVN GO-Team, resulting in a VC weapons and ammunition cache being captured.

	14-Oct-66
	Lanikai
	Another “Buddy” operation was conducted with the 3rd Battalion 50th ARVN Regiment.  While B-4/9 moved by land to a blocking position, the ARVN’s moved by boats to another blocking position.  Then A-4/9 and C-4/9 made a combat assault toward the two blocking positions.  Results of the action were 4 VC KIA (BC), 6 VC KIA (POSS) and 3 weapons captured.

	XX-Oct-66
	Lanikai
	On date unknown, the Manchu Battalion (with the assistance of the Chieu Hoi who had led us to a previous cache of arms and ammunition) located another cache at the vicinity of XS675676.  The cache included 1 Chicom carbine, 6 turtle mines, 8 cylindrical mines, 150 AR magazines, 39 rifle grenades, eight 60mm mortar rounds, 200 rounds of 12.7 MLB, assorted communication equipment, and small arms ammunition and weapons.

	17-Oct-66
	Lanikai
	● 4 Charlie Manchu Warriors remembered this day.

	23/24-Oct-66
	-
	Manila Conference of Free World Nations committed to the Vietnam conflict.  Some 2,000 non-combatant Filipino troops arrive in South Vietnam during the month of October.

	24-Oct-66
	Lanikai
	● 2 Charlie Manchu Warriors remembered this day.

	26-Oct-66
	Lanikai
	● 1 Alpha Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

	30-Oct-66
	Lanikai
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

	05-Nov-66
	Lanikai
	During the early parts of November [1966], we phased out our activities at Ben Luc, while the Tomahawks (4/23rd Inf) were being phased in.  The transition was completed by Nov 5th.

By then, the Manchus completed 15 “Buddy” operations with ARVN forces in the Ben Luc area.  In addition, we had conducted Med-cap programs, distributed JUSPOA school kits to the local school and helped construct two footbridges.

The project of the Ben Luc Water Plant initiated by us was carried over and continued by the Tomahawks.  Progress was made on the facility as of this date.  In addition, repairs were made on the floor of the Battalion CP (White House).

Our Results as of 31-Oct-66: 22 VC KIA (BC), 33 VC KIA (POSS), 4 VCC (captives) and 36 VCS (suspects).  Captured two 60mm mortars (complete), 10 small arms, 9 rifle grenades, and 25 blasting caps, one demolition kit, 1 pound of documents and other supplies.  Destroyed fifteen 81mm mortar rounds, twenty-four 60mm mortar rounds, 6,180 rounds of small arms ammo, 29 mines, 234 grenades, 11 VC structures, 3 underground fortifications, 5 trenches, 23 foxholes, 2,750 pounds of rice and other supplies.

	07-Nov-66
	Maniki
	Operation Maniki (started 15-Sep-66, continuing on to a date unknown):  On November 7th, we established an Area Security Coordination Center at Binh Chanh (XS7279) and conducted “Buddy” search and destroy operations in Gia Dinh Province.  At the time, a fire support base was being constructed in the vicinity of Binh Chanh.

There were 32 “Buddy” operations conducted during the month of November.  They included Search & Destroy, Checkmate and Bushmaster operations.  The 25th Division’s 1st Brigade established and occupied battalion forward bases and two fire support bases in Long An Province, in the vicinity of Ben Luc and Rach Kien.  S&D patrol operations were conducted in the AO, RF/PF forces were aided in construction of local outposts, and RAG and PRU forces were used extensively in operations.

	09-Nov-66
	Maniki
	● 1 Alpha Manchu Warrior remembered this day.


Hot Chow, Rations, Food and Other Sundry Items
Food, drinks, cigarettes and sundry items were high on our list of comforting needs.

Larry James, Delta Co. 1967-68 (7/9/2000):

I was fortunate enough to have not ever gotten any K-rations; at least I don’t remember any.  C-rations were bad enough--Ham & Lima Beans come immediately to mind.  Though Peaches and Pound Cake wasn’t bad at all.

Bob Newman, Alpha Co. 1968 (7/9/2000):

I agree B-3’s were the best!   Remember how the individually boxed meals were numbered?  Peaches, pears and mixed fruit, if I remember correctly.  A box of B-3 was worth 2 packs of cigarettes and a beer, on a trade.

Dave Ruggles, Bravo Co. 1967-68 (12/12/2000):

I believe the sorriest I ever was about fruit was in a pineapple plantation along the Delta.  We were on a sweep and I cut a pineapple from a plant, trimmed it and ate it!  I remember noticing the bubbling around the center, but I didn’t think anything of it.  We ended up staying out in the plantation that night, balancing ourselves on the dikes.  The acid from the fresh fruit kicked in later and I though my stomach was on fire!  On top of that, just at dusk a large black cloud (at ground level) was observing heading toward us.  It turned out to be skeeters [mosquitoes]!  I thought I was being eaten from both the inside and outside at the same time.  It was a long night!

Bill Fitch, Alpha Co. 1967-68 (12/12/2000):

You just answered a question I always wondered about?  I must have been in the same Pineapple Patch.  I remember it was a very hot day and while eating those pineapples I noticed my lips were starting to crack (like when in freezing weather) and then started to bleed.  That’s when I stopped eating the pineapples.  I didn’t know about the acid thing.  Are there a certain time you can eat a pineapple and a certain time you had better leave it alone?

Phil Adam, Alpha Co. 1965-67 (12/12/2000):

On the powdered eggs:  I once sprinkled some white stuff that was setting next to the Mermack can of eggs on mine.  I thought it was salt.  Turned out to be sugar, but I ate it anyway—cause there wasn’t any more eggs to get.  I had a real egg sandwich and ice cream while visiting an uncle in the Air Force in Ben Hoa—great meal.  C-Rations.  I seem to remember some were dated in the ‘50’s, instead of the ‘60’s.  I think they started out using leftovers.  With the build up, as the war went on, the Vietnamese probably ate C’s for years after we left.  Anyone eat “Coke?”—Tins of peanut butter and jelly stirred together and eaten with a spoon—Um, Um, Good.  Tropical chocolate bars, Sundry Pack, Chuckles, Redman Chew, double-edge blades, Kent’s?

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (12/12/2000):

I could only eat the fruit after 3 or 4 months.  I always stayed away from the Ham & MF’s [Lima Beans].  We began getting LRRP rations about Aug ’69.  These were dehydrated and were really pretty good.  Just pour in hot water, let set a few minutes, and eat them.  My favorite was the Spaghetti & Meatballs and Chicken Stew.  Having LRRP’s, you did give up all the other great items from the C’s though.

Phil Adam, Alpha Co. 1965-67 (12/12/2000):

I was a “Starving Marvin”.  I liked Ham & Eggs steamed over water, boiled [heated] with C-4.  Apricots.  Also liked LRRP’s, even with cold water.  We cooked soup in a steel pot, canned beef and gravy from home, par-boiled rice, etc.  Even had the early LRRP’s from Taiwan—dried minnow and rice.  I didn’t soak the minnows; they were okay like chips, and the eyes would pop in your mouth.  They also came with a, great, little dried orange (I think) coated with sugar.  They had pepper also; C’s only had salt, I think.  Who would have thought salt would turn out to be bad for you.  We salted everything, and took salt tables too.  I’m still addicted to salt, but I have high blood pressure.  I also remember the Chili LRRP’s—them beans never got soft.

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (2/15/2002):

Does anyone remember getting Sundry Packs?  Us squad leaders had to go the CP and get our squad’s share.  Then we divided it up between the guys—candy bars, regular packs of cigarettes, writing paper, etc.  We really looked forward to them.

Bob Garner, Bravo Co. 1967-68 (2/15/2002):

Anyone remember the Papa sans with bicycles that had old-styrofoam coolers on the back, and racks of bread on the sides?  They made up the greatest ham sandwiches!  I’m thinking this was somewhere around Trang Bang. 

Ron Caroon, Bravo Co. 1969-70 (2/15/2002):

I remember them Sundry Packs, and the cigs in them.  Back then I smoked Camels, so any kind without a filter would do.  As most everyone else preferred filtered cigs, I made out pretty good—a few Lucky Strikes, Pall Malls, Old Gold Straights, plus Camels.  Yes, I always had cigs.  And the hot chocolate packs that came in the C’s or LRRP’s seem a better choice of a beverage than that instant coffee.

I enoyed the frest pineapple the kids use to sell.  I remember buying a sandwich in a village that had meat and rice in it.  Before I got to eat it, one of the guys noticed that rice maggots were moving in it.  That ended my dining in the villages.  We use to “borrow” veggies from Mama-son’s garden.  I’m sure that the U.S. Government repaid Mama-son.

Phil Adam, Alpha Co. 1965-67 (2/15/2002):

I should blame my years of smoking on sundry packs and C’s.  Some guys wanted one thing or other (Kools, Marlboros, etc.), but Kents or Pall Malls were left alone along with usually chewing tobacco.  I couldn’t just leave it (the chewing tobacco), so I started to use it.  The toilet paper shortage intensified with my swallowing of chewing tobacco, so I finally just smoked.

I still have fond memories of tropical chocolate bars and LRRP’s.  No more dried minnows and rice, but I could go for some beef stew or chicken and rice.  Never did get into Chuckles.  Can’t remember all the stuff in there, but if I still shaved, I would be glad that they have better blades now—no more Gillette double edge blue or red blades.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (2/15/2002):

I can remember getting maybe two hot meals out in the field and beer only once.  The food was cold and the beer was hot Black Label.  I never saw any beer in the field, except for that one can of Black Label we were given up near Tay Ninh.  I remember someone digging a hole in the rice paddy, until they hit water (a foot maybe), and put the hot beer into the hot rice paddy water to cool it.  I’m sure I didn’t even finish drinking the one beer.

I was one of the few who liked Ham & Lima Beans with the heavy congealed grease floating on top.  You have a can of that with a cup of instant C-ration coffee, and maybe a 20-year old slice of canned bread, first thing in the morning and you’re good to go all day.

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (2/15/2002):

Bet you would trade a can of pop for someone’s Ham & Eggs too! Had a guy in my squad who wouldn’t trade a pack of Kools for Ham & Lima Beans.  Those were the days.

Ron Caroon, Bravo Co. 1969-70 (2/15/2002):

The hot chow in the field may not have been that bad.  The most vivid memory that I have of hot chow in the field was Swiss steak (alias buffalo meat or shoe leather), mashed potatoes and gravy with peas served on paper plates with plastic silverware.  The choppers dropped the chow off just in time for the evening shower [rain].  As you used your plastic knife to cut your steak, the rain washed over your steak, mashed potatoes and gravy, through your peas, and on to the ground.  I really don’t have anything against the mess hall crew; they worked hard.  I just never really learned to enjoy dining in the rain.

My favorite C’s were the scrambled Eggs & Ham, mixed with a can of beans.  I do remember “cold”—well maybe just a little cool—sodas and ice cream in the field for a treat, but only ice cream just once.  I think most of us, if it [memories] was really bad or really good, we seem to remember it—but a lot of things are so long forgotten.  Maybe that’s a good thing, I don’t know.
Royce Rainwater, HHC Co. 1967-68 (2/15/2002):

Being a RTO in Battalion HHC I knew, and still know that, I lead a sheltered life as a Manchu.  We sometimes had a hand, or I should say a voice, in the evening resupply.  I know that some the RTO’s would request a trash can full of ice, beer and soda pop be on the next chopper out.  I’m sure there was never any name-dropping used, as in “Manchu 6 said…” You know how teenagers are?  Anyway, I enjoyed the cold drink.

	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	01-Dec-66 to

31-Jan-67
	Fairfax
	Three battalions initiated Operation Fairfax (period 01-Dec-66 to 31-Jan-67), one each from the 1st, 4th and 25th Infantry Divisions, and it was conducted in the area immediately surrounding Saigon.  This Operation placed an emphasis on joint US and ARVN territorial combat security operations.

We (the Manchus) conducted “Buddy” Search and Destroy operations with the 3rd ARVN Airborne Battalion—doing airmobile assaults and eagle flights.  Our extensive night ambushes and Bushmaster operations continued to restrict the VC’s movement and we inflicted significant casualties.  Eagle flights and ambushes in the Pineapple Batch Area (XT6238) interdicted the VC’s utilization of the canals and waterways.

On 01-Feb-67, the 199th Light Infantry Brigade assumed the mission of Operation Fairfax.

Results of this Operation were: 109 VC KIA (BC); 289 VC KIA (POSS); 14 VC FW; 567 detainees; 1 Chieu Hoi; 37 assorted small arms; 5,130 rounds of small arms ammunition; 73 pounds of documents; 985 pounds medical supplies; 3 home-made radio receivers; 30 pounds explosives; 1 drum of mixed ammunition; 1 film editing machine; and 1 outboard motor capture.  In addition, the following were destroyed: 97 VC structures; 551 underground fortifications; 8 tunnels; 29 sampans; 1 footbridge; 33 grenades; 1,087 small arm rounds; 300 pounds of rice and 8 bags of cement.

	04-Dec-66
	Fairfax
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

	25-Dec-66
	-
	Bob Hope’s Christmas USO Show held in Cu Chi. Hope’s star-studded cast included Phyllis Diller, Anita Bryant, Les Brown and his band, and Joey Heatherton.  The crowd starting gathering at 7:00 AM, and the show started a few minutes after 1 PM—lasting one hour.
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	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	31-Dec-66
	-
	Total US strength in South Vietnam is 385,000.

Top 40 Hits of 1966

1. “The Ballad of the Green Berets”, Sgt. Barry Sadler

2. “Cherish”, The Association

3. “(You’re My) Soul and Inspiration”, Righteous Brothers

4. “Reach Out I’ll Be There”, Four Tops

5. “96 Tears”, Question Mark & the Mysterians

6. “Last Train to Clarksville”, Monkees

7. “Monday, Monday”, Mama’s & The Papa’s

8. “You Can’t Hurry Love”, Supremes

9. “Poor Side of Town”, Johnny Rivers

10. “California Dream’ in ”, Mama’s & The Papa’s

11. “Summer in the City”, Lovin’ Spoonful

12. “Born Free”, Roger Williams

13. “These Boots Are Made for Walk’in”, Nancy Sinatra

14. “What Becomes of the Brokenhearted”, Jimmy Ruffin

15. “Strangers in the Night”, Frank Sinatra

16. “We Can Work It Out”, Beatles

17. “Good Lov’in”, Young Rascals

18. “Winchester Cathedral”, New Vaudeville Band

19. “Hanky Panky”, Tommy James & The Shondells

20. “When A Man Loves A Woman”, Percy Sledge

21. “Paint It Black”, Rolling Stones

22. “My Love”, Petula Clark

23. “Lighting Strikes”, Low Christie

24. “Wild Thing”, Troggs

25. “Kicks”, Paul Revere & The Raiders

26. “Sunshine Superman”, Donovan

27. “Sunny”, Bobby Hebb

28. “Paperback Writer”, Beatles

29. “See You In September”, Happenings

30. “You Keep Me Hang’ in On”, Supremes

31. “Lil’ Red Riding Hood”, Sam the Sham & The Pharaohs

32. “Devil With A Blue Dress On & Good Golly Miss Molly (Medley), Mitch Ryder & The Detroit Wheels

33. “Good Vibrations”, Beach Boys

34. “A Groovy Kind of Love”, Mindbenders

35. “You Don’t Have To Say You Love Me”, Dusty Springfield

36. “Born A Woman”, Sandy Posey

37. “Cool Jerk”, The Capitols

38. “Red Rubber Ball”, Cyrkle

39. “B-A-B-Y”, Carla Thomas

40. “Walk Away Renee”, Left Banke
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