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Our Manchu Diary is a soldiers’ journal covering the time that we, the “Manchus” of the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry “Tropic Lightning” Division, served in South Vietnam.  The Diary covers the years 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969 and 1970.  It contains our day-to-day troop movements, field operations, battles, combat casualties, and remembrances of those who served in Vietnam as a Manchu, as well as web-page links to articles and recollections written by others.

The entries contained in this Diary come from several sources: 25th Infantry Division Combat Operations After Action Reports; the 4/9th Infantry Manchu (Vietnam) Association’s continual research project for our missing casualties; LTC John Henchman’s My Recollections; newspaper articles from past issues of the 25th Infantry Division’s Tropic Lightning News; and the memories of those of us who were there, taken from past email messages stored at the Manchus’ message archives.  In addition, a many heart-felt thanks and gratitude goes to Ame Dittmann for sharing with us a collection of her uncle’s “Letters Home” (from Spec-4 Richard Craig Stevens, Bravo Company KIA on November 23, 1968), which is also included.

Unfortunately, our MANCHU Diary is not a complete record of our unit’s entire time in Vietnam.  There are many gaps, an incomplete list of our casualties and other information, which we hope to fill-in over time as more information is found or made available.

Willie Gin

Alpha 4/9, 2nd Platoon

July 1967-68

A Word About Our Manchu Casualty List
TO: 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Regiment Manchus

DATED:  August 9, 1999

This is just an update to let you all know how the search for Manchu casualties is going.

First, let me thank all of you for your help with this project.  Without your contributions we would not be where we are today.  We started with 48 known Manchu dead, but with your help we have been able to identify 362 Manchus [to date] who died in Vietnam.  The personal remembrances and rosters or orders passed on to me have helped tremendously in pulling together this piece of our common history.  We have also received significant help from a gentleman named Richard Coffelt, a Korean-era veteran, who is deeply involved in similar research for the Vietnam War.  His goal is to account for all the casualties with regard to their company, battalion, regiment and division of assignment.  I’ve been receiving his help and guidance since we posted our “In Memoriam” web page (http://www.manchu.org/memorial/introduction.htm) on Memorial Day of 1999.
Three hundred and sixty-two (362) names on “The Wall” have been identified as Manchus.  To me it is a staggering number.  Unfortunately, it is far from complete.  Mr. Coffelt has said that, based on his research, there could be another 75 to 100 names to add to the list if the Manchus casualty rate is what he expects.  I don’t know if the final tally will be higher or lower than the “average” his research has found.  Logic tells me, though, that many more names will eventually find their way to our list.

Here is why.  Our very incomplete records show only 12 casualties suffered in 1969, and 22 in 1970.  I believe the figures for casualties in all four years of our Battalion’s involvement are incomplete, and the figures for ’69 and ’70 are especially suspect.

Much of this can be attributed to the fact that we have very few Online Manchus from those years.  Since we are relying mostly on our collective memories, along with rosters, orders and the like, AND since most of the Online Manchus served in ’67 and ’68 those years are the most complete.  The problem is we have very little to draw on from other years.  I hope that as we continue to build a base of Manchus who find us on the Internet and elsewhere, this project will eventually account for all those Manchus lost in the war.

At the risk of sounding too much like the pestering old fuddy-duddy I’ve become, if we don’t do it, then who will?

Keep Up the Fire,

Larry James

President, 4/9th Infantry Manchu (Vietnam) Association

Manchu Casualties Updated 5/30/2004:  A total of 426 names have been identified.

Strength of a Manchu Rifle Company

The assigned strength of a rifle company was 160 men.  The field strength was about 100.  You had those in the hospital, those on R&R, those on emergency leave, plus those assigned to the rear, supply, cooks, mechanics, drivers, clerks, and commo.  The turnover did not include just the KIA.  As many WIA were also evacuated.  There were also infusions programs where we sent soldiers to new units.  They passed thru our companies.

With a year rotation, we lost one 12th of our company every month.  With casualties and emergencies, we probably lost more than ten percent every month.  That means at least 15 new FNG every month in a typical company.  That is just one company, one without a lot of casualties.  A lot of people passed through the Manchus; more than 1,500 per year.  My guess would be around 7,000 to 8,000 [Manchus served] over a 5-year period.

Al Baker (3/06/2001)

Bravo Co., Company Commander, 1967-68
Vietnam Era “Manchu” Battalion Commanders

(This May Not Be a Complete List)

•  LTC Shepherd A. Booth, Jr. (29-Apr-66 to date unknown)

•  LTC Robert Hyatt (date range unknown other than 1967)

•  LTC Stanley Converse (date unknown to 30-Sept-67)

•  LTC John M. Henchman (01-Oct-67 to 02-Mar-68)

•  LTC Richard R. Simpson (03-Mar-68 to Aug-68)

•  LTC Leo L. Wilson (Aug-68 to Dec-68)

•  LTC John R. Randolph (date range unknown other than Jun-69)

•  LTC Forrest F. Rittger, Jr. (01-Feb-70 to 11-Apr-70)

•  LTC Robert W. Walsh (01-Aug-70 to 19-Sept-70)

•  LTC Harry J. Thompson (20 Aug-70 to 31-Oct-70)

Manchus In Vietnam

The main body of the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry “Manchu” Regiment arrived in the Republic of South Vietnam on April 29, 1966, and left December 8, 1970 after 4 years and 6 months of combat duty.

Having participated in all twelve of the 25th Infantry Division’s campaigns, the 4th Battalion Manchus added 12 campaign streamers to the 9th Infantry’s Regimental Colors, for combat operations in the Republic of South Vietnam.

Presidential Unit Citations (4) Awarded While in Vietnam
• Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm (1966-68).

• Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm (1968-70).

• Presidential Unit Citation: Company B-4/9 (05-January 1968).

• Presidential Unit Citation: Company C-4/9 (24-26 April 1969).
Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients (3)
• SFC Maximo Yabes; Company A-4/9, near Phu Hoa Dong, February 26, 1967. http://www.manchu.org/memorial/memories.php3?UID=319
• 1LT Ruppert L. Sargent; Company B-4/9, Hau Nghia Province, March 15, 1967.

http://www.manchu.org/memorial/memories.php3?UID=246
• SP4 Nicholas J. Cutinha; Company C-4/9, near Gia Dinh Province, March 2, 1968.

http://www.manchu.org/memorial/memories.php3?UID=58
Distinguished Service Cross Recipients (8)

• SSG Robert E. Cochran; Company B-4/9, September 22, 1967

• SP4 Horatio L. Jones; Company A-4/9, December 20, 1967

• 2LT Hector E. Colon; Company B-4/9, January 5, 1968

• MAJ William W. Roush; HHC-4/9, January 5, 1968

• MAJ William W. Roush; HHC-4/9, February 27, 1968

• PFC John T. Lane; Company B-4/9, May 6, 1968

• PFC William E. Ray; HHC-4/9, November 27, 1968

• SFC Richard Barnard; Company C-4/9, December 22, 1968

Commonly Used Abbreviations and Their Meaning
AO area of operation: AP ambush patrol; APC armored personnel carrier; ACR Armored Cavalry Regiment; ARVN Army Republic of (South) Vietnam; ASCC Area Security Coordination Centers; AW automatic weapon(s); (BC) actual body count; Bn Battalion; C&C Command and Control; COSVN Central Office of South Vietnam (Communist Party); CP Command Post; CRIP (Combined Reconnaissance and Intelligence Patrol); DOW died of wounds; FSB Fire Support Base; GVN Government of (South) Vietnam; Inf Infantry; KBA killed by either artillery or air strikes; KIA killed in action; LD Line of Departure; LFT light fire team (two gunships); LOC Line of Communication; LZ landing zone; (M) or Mech short for Mechanized Infantry; MIA missing in action; MSR Main Service Route; NBI non-battle injury; NFL National Liberation Front; NL night location; NVA North Vietnamese Army; OP Operation; OPCON Operational Control; PB Patrol Base; PF Popular Forces; (POSS) possible body count;  POW prisoner of war; PRG Provisional Revolutionary Government; RF Regional Forces; RIF reconnaissance in force; RPG rocket propelled grenade(s); RRF rear reaction force; S-5 Civic Action Section; SA small arm(s); SD or S&D search and destroy; SMG sub-machine gun; SITREP situation report; (SUS) suspect(s); TAO Tactical Area of Operation; TAOI Tactical Area of Interest; TAOR Tactical Area of Responsibility; TF Task Force; US United States; VC Viet Cong Soldier(s); VCC Viet Cong Confirmed; VCS Viet Cong Suspect(s); vic vicinity; WIA wounded in action; (+) more than; (-) less than.

Provinces in the Saigon Area

Tactical Zone Corps III Area

25th Division’s Area of Operations
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Map Showing the 25th Infantry Division’s Brigade Base Camps at Cu Chi, Tay Ninh and Dau Tieng
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  VIETNAM

	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	03-Jan-69
	Toan Thang II
	●1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day.  Died of wounds received during the 22-Dec-68 Battle at Mole City.

Mole City Gets Facelift Job Resulting In FSB Sedgwick

Tropic Lightning News, Feb 24, 1968 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 8

TAY NINH—Not letting success stand in the way of progress, the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus have enlarged and improved their battle-tested Mole City outpost.

Mole City is the aptly named underground fortress from which troops of the 1st Brigade socked it to an estimated North Vietnamese regiment that tried a midnight attack December 21.  During the nightlong battle 106-enemy died.

Manchu commander Lieutenant Colonel Leo L. Wilson of Salina, Kans., and his Bravo and Charlie companies wanted to hang on to their hard-won plot of ground 16 miles southeast of Tay Ninh near the Cambodian border.  And they weren’t about to stand pat.

“We considered moving the base to several other sites, but after further study decided that Mole City meets all our requirements,” Wilson said.  “In addition to that, this is ground we’ve bought with hard fighting, and we have that much more reason to want to hold it.”
With hard work and cooperation between forward and rear elements, the “rural renewal” of Mole City was accomplished quickly.  In ten hours, 12 Chinook and eight Super-Crane helicopter sorties hauled in building materials, supplementing the 27 sorties needed for the first installation.

In the renovation process Mole City received:

• 1). A population increase and additional artillery fire power;

• 2). A promotion in label and a name change from Patrol Base Mole City to Fire Support Base Sedgwick;
• 3). A face lifting that included extending the perimeter and knocking down palm trees that were in the artillery line of fire.
All this required most of the Manchus of Mole City to leave bunkers they’d been working on for three weeks and dig new ones, but they took the move philosophically.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’ll be worth it because we’re getting more firepower in here,” said Private First Class Clifton E. White of Vici, Okla.  “When something has to be done, and you know there’s a good reason for it, you don’t mind working.”
Specialist 4 Henry F. Wilson, Nespelem, Wash., saw the move as a chance for some architectural improvement.  Surveying his newly dug and covered bunker, he said, “This one looks a lot better than my old one.  Now we’ve got protection and beauty, too!”

	10-Jan-69
	Toan Thang II
	● 1 Bravo Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province.

	21-Jan-69
	Toan Thang II
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Hau Nghia Province.

	25-Jan-69
	-
	Formal truce negotiations begin in Paris.

On short notice, C-4/9 moved out of FSB Sedgwick to join elements of the ¾-Cav in the defense of Phuoc Luu, a village eight miles west of Trang Bang, which was being invaded by enemy forces.

Manchus, 3/4 Cav Turn Back Attacking Enemy At Phuoc Luu

Tropic Lightning News; March 10, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 10

CU CHI—Moving from the safety of the Cambodian border, an estimated reinforced enemy company occupied sections of Phuoc Luu, a village eight miles west of Trang Bang.  As soon as the local Popular Forces noticed the arrival of the VC unit, they called for support from the 25th Division.

Elements of the 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry, moved quickly on the morning of January 25 to establish a defensive position near the village.  They received sporadic fire from enemy positions.

By noon on the 25th, the men of the 3/4 Cav were joined by the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry.  The Manchus had moved out of Fire Support Base Sedgwick on 15 minutes notice.  Since there had been hostile fire from the hamlet, a psychological operations chopper broadcast the message to the villagers that they should vacate the area.  It was later learned that each resident who left the dangerous area did so under the threat of death from the VC terrorists.

Many refugees ignored the Communist threats and arrived in Go Dau Ha on the afternoon of the 25th.  Most of the residents of Phuoc Luu managed to escape in time, but some were not so lucky, as the enemy went on a murdering and burning rampage.

While Tropic Lightning soldiers worked to establish a secure defensive position, D Troop of the Cav moved cautiously into the hamlet.  But as the horsemen approached, Charlie decided the setting wasn’t safe.  The Cav soldiers were greeted by the smoldering fires, set by the retreating enemy.  D Troop remained inside the village at the PF compound ready for the return of the terrorists.

Everyone seemed sure that the scene of the action to come was not going to be Phuoc Luu, but the defensive position nearby.  Six Chinook helicopter sorties brought in steel plating, sand bags, concertina wire and two 105mm howitzers as the Cav troopers and the Manchus continued digging and building after the sun had left them.  By midnight the 25th Division soldiers were entrenched in fighting positions with overhead cover, mechanized tracks and two artillery pieces.  The wait began.

They didn’t have to wait long.  Fast work paid dividends.  At 1:00 a.m., January 26, the VC let loose.

Private First Class Michael W. Tanner of La Habra, Calif., a radio-telephone operator for Charlie Company of the Manchus remembered it this way:  “I finished digging my bunker about 12:30 a.m. and had maybe half an hour’s sleep before the stuff started coming in.  They were throwing everything you could think of at us.”
Captain Ramon T. Pulliam of Chattanooga, Tenn., commander of C Company, shifted his 90mm recoilless rifle team to knock out the enemy forces zeroing in on the Cav tracks.  Nearly 100 recoilless rifle rounds were fired during the battle.

Gunships added firepower as they hit the enemy repeatedly, and flares stole the night from Charlie. The battle raged for two hours before the battered VC decided they had had enough.

A sweep of the area the next day turned up 15 dead enemy, three AK-47 assault rifles, 35 Chicom hand grenades, 26 mixed B-40 and B-41 rifle grenades and a light machinegun.  One suspect was detained.  A platoon from C Company Manchus swept through the village and joined D Troop of the Cav, but there was no action to be found there.  Charlie had long since departed.  The men returned to their night laager to secure the area.

In Go Dau Ha, where the villagers from Phuoc Luu had relocated, a medical civic action team supplied food and shelter for the refugees.  A division civic action team was also sent to Phuoc Luu to assess the damage of the village and undertake plans for future aid.

	30-Jan-69
	Toan Thang II
	● 1 Delta Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province:  Charles J. Stohlmeyer (age 21), 2nd Platoon, 2nd Squad; accidental death.  He died at FSB Stoneman.

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (9/19/2000)

There was a Chuck Stohlmeyer (not sure of the spelling, but sounded the same) who was killed while cleaning his 45, at the end of January 1969.  I was there when it happened.  LT Whitson was also standing there.  Chuck was pulled from his bunker, feet first, and given CPR.  He pretty much died on the spot.

Mobility Key For Manchus, Arty

(Building of FSB Stoneman)

Tropic Lightning News, February 10, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4. No. 6

TAY NINH—“The Infantry’s ability to keep after the enemy is a vital factor in the success of ground operations throughout the Republic of Vietnam.  Mobility, whether on water, land or in the air is the greatest single advantage we have over the enemy,” stated Lieutenant Colonel Leo L. Wilson, commander of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry.

Mobility was the key when First Support Base Austin, 22 miles southeast of Tay Ninh base camp, was leveled and Fire Support Base Stoneman seven miles away was established.

Time was important.  More than 100 tons of materials had to be moved.  On the morning of the move, hours before dawn the Delta Company Manchus and B Battery, 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery were busy readying their gear, taking in wire, emptying sandbags, and stacking equipment.

With the first light of morning these materials were loaded on more than 40 two-and-one-half ton trucks for the big move.  Timbers, steel plating engineer stakes, every piece of Army equipment down to the last sandbag was loaded on the trucks to be hauled to the new camp.

Meanwhile, bulldozers, road plows and men from Alpha Company, 65th Engineer Battalion, and Headquarters Company of the 588th Engineer Battalion worked at both sites: clearing brush and forming berms at Fire Support Base Stoneman, as well as filling trenches and leveling the site at FSB Austin.

By ten o’clock, with the area secured and several fortified positions nearing completion, five self-propelled 155mm Howitzers from B Battery, 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery, came grinding into their positions.  The 7th Battalion, 11th Artillery, executive officer Major Gerald D. Curbow of Hollister, Mo. and 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, battalion commander Lieutenant Colonel Leo L. Wilson of Salina Kans, had selected the positions that morning.

During the entire day, the operation continued like clockwork.  That evening Fire Support Base Stoneman was all but complete.  All personnel had overhead cover; six strands of concertina wire had been laid and reinforced with engineer stakes.  An interlocking trench system had been dug connecting fighting positions and bunkers around the perimeter.  Most important to the hungry infantry and artillerymen were the two mess halls that had been put into operation.  Hot chow was ready to be served.

	Month of Feb-69
	Toan Thang II (1st BDE)
	The 1st Brigade (operating in the Tay Ninh area) operated with three maneuver battalions during most of the month of February 1969:  (1) 3rd Bn 22nd Infantry, “The Regulars”;(2) 4th Bn 23rd Infantry, “Tomahawks”; and (4) 4th Bn 9th Infantry, “Manchus”.  On Feb 28, the 2nd Bn 27th Infantry (Wolfhounds) was placed under the control of the 1st Brigade, as intelligence reports indicated Tay Ninh City as a probably target for the Winter-Spring offensive.  These units, working in conjunction with South Vietnamese airborne battalions conducted offensive operations to preempt enemy initiatives against Tay Ninh City.  Later during March, the 2/27th Wolfhounds were returned to the 2nd Brigade because the majority of contacts were being made in this area.  Throughout the period, Troop C, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry flew in support of the 1st Brigade.

	16-Feb-69
	Toan Thang II
	February 16, 1969 marked the end of Operation Toan Thang II.

	23-Feb-69
	Toan Thang II
	● 1 Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

	23/24-Feb-69
	-
	Communist’s forces carry out rocket and mortar attacks against 115 bases, towns and cities in South Vietnam
Manchu MEDCAP Aids Cong Victims

Tropic Lightning News; Feb 24, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 8

TAY Ninh—Even as Division combat troops were cornering an estimated VC company that brutally attacked two pro-government hamlets 35 miles southeast of Tay Ninh, Tropic Lightning Civic Action forces were helping the hamlets’ people start to rebuild.

Coordinating the civic action work was Specialist 4 Lynn B. Johnson, Santa Cruz, Calif., who serves as the NCOIC of the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Manchus S-5 (Civic Action Section).

He was already working to find food for the refugees from Binh Hoa and Bin Thuan hamlets as elements from the Manchus and 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, closed in on the hit-and-run Viet Cong force.  (They finally trapped the Communists and killed 19 of them in an early morning battle).

The refugees were fleeing from an attack that had left one of their hamlet chiefs dead and several entire families slaughtered.  They traveled four miles to Go Dau Ha, which had also been hit by wanton VC mortar fire that killed two small boys.

Go Dau Ha; however, was protected from ground attack by a local ARVN force and Combined Reconnaissance and Intelligence Patrol (CRIP).  It is also Johnson’s base of operation, so when 1,000 hungry refugees showed up at an old Buddhist temple in the village, he was ready.

He collected food from the CRIP and from MACV Advisory Team #33, which works with the Go Dau Ha ARVN force.

Before the day was out, Johnson had also processed 11,000 pounds of food sent from Cu Chi by truck by the Division Support Command and 500 pounds procured hastily by the Manchu mess hall at Tay Ninh base camp and sent out with the CRIP resupply convoy.

With the help of a local Cao Dai clergyman, Johnson distributed part of the food to refugees, many of who had already started back to rebuild their hamlets and trucked the rest to the people who had stayed in Binh Hoa and Binh Thuan.

The next day, the 1st Brigade troops mounted a MEDCAP (Medical Civic Action Program) right where it was most needed—in Binh Hoa.

The Manchus’ veteran MEDCAP leader, Specialist 5 Mike Devine, Girardville, Pa., treated 120 patients in the place where people had learned the hard way how the Viet Cong treat innocent civilians.
   Returning to Tay Ninh he enlisted the help of Private First Class William Bruce, Grafton, Wisc., the Manchu headquarters company mail clerk, and obtained a ton of assorted dried foods from the 1st Brigade headquarters.

	23/24-Feb-69
	Toan Thang III
	Patrol Base Diamond I, occupied by the 2/27th “Wolfhounds” Infantry, was attacked.  After 10 minutes of mortaring came a massive ground assault.  The NVA blasted their way into the perimeter and took three bunkers, in spite of tons of aerial bombs, rockets and artillery that were fired upon them.

Two howitzers from Battery A of the 1/8th Field Artillery (for direct fire employment) and elements of the 2/27th “Wolfhounds” Infantry at Patrol Base Diamond I (XT337187) received a coordinated mortar and ground attack from 0115 to 0515 hours, on 23 February 1969.  Infantry elements suffered 15 US KIA and 32 US WIA.  In defense of the patrol base, the 1st Bn 8th Field Artillery FDC coordinated 3 batteries, which expended 1,435 rounds on enemy positions.  The NVA infiltrated the perimeter and took over 3 bunkers on the southeast corner.  Arty was given the end of mission signal at 0530 hours.  A sweep of the area located 109 NVA KIA (BC) 12 AK47 rifles, 5 RPG-2 launchers, 2 RPG-7 launchers, 2 K-545 pistols, one 60mm mortar complete, 1/4lb documents, NVA web gear, 200 .30 caliber rounds, 40 AK-47 rifle magazines, 39 RPG-2 rounds with boosters, 14 RPG-7 rounds with boosters, 1 M-1 carbine, 3 90mm recoilless rounds, 72 Chicom grenades, and 3 Chicom Bangalore torpedoes.

The next day, on 24 February, at 2050 hours the platoon from A/1/8 at Patrol Base Diamond I (XT3318) fired Killer Junior at an enemy force in the open at grid XT342192.  Numerous sources reported enemy forces massing near the patrol base, but the impending attack was pre-empted by timely and accurate artillery fire.  A/1/8 reported shot at 0015 hours, B/3/13 reported shot at 0017 hours, and D/3/13 reported shot at 0015 hours at grid XT334178.  Shortly thereafter, Patrol Base Diamond I received a ground attack resulting in 3 WIA (Arty), 1 WIA and 1 KIA (INF).  One howitzer was deadlined after receiving a direct hit from an enemy RPG round.  D/3/13 expended 116 HE rounds; A/1/8 expended 758 rounds, B/3/13 expended 400 HE rounds and 43 illumination rounds.  Enemy casualties were unknown.

	25-Feb-69
	Toan Thang III
	Approximately 40 VC/NVA enemy sappers attacked the 25th Infantry Division’s base camp at Cu Chi, killing 39 US troops and destroying 14 Chinook CH-47 helicopters, while leaving 13 of their dead.

	Month of Mar-69
	Toan Thang III
	Heavy enemy activity in all of the 25th Division’s Brigade areas continued throughout the month of March.  The newly executed offensive had gained full momentum. The Division intensified it search for the enemy through extensive ground reconnaissance, air-mobile operations and widespread aerial reconnaissance.  This approach brought success, as elements of the Division began to hit the enemy in its staging areas.

Discover NVA Ghost Town, AF Jets Destroy At Sundown
Tropic Lightning News; March 3, 1969, Vol. 4 No. 9

By 1Lt. Mack D. Gooding
TAY NINH—Manchus of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry uncovered a vast North Vietnamese Army ghost town that extended for 1,780 meters of almost-empty tunnels, bunkers, and underground rooms while sweeping through the Renegade Woods, 17 miles southeast of Tay Ninh.

There was evidence, however, that the camp had been haunted by active NVA troops not too long before the Manchus ran into it.

Specialist 4 Lloyd H. Gray of Colorado Springs, Colo., of the Manchus’ Bravo Company, the man who noticed the freshly dug dirt that tipped off the Tropic Lightning soldiers to the presence of the camp, found a box of what he said looked like personal articles.

He also found a Chicom hand grenade during an exploration of one of the camp’s many tunnels.

Gray’s platoon leader, First Lieutenant William M. Barnes of Charlottesville, Va., said his platoon found six tunnels and 15 bunkers in the small area it covered.  His men found bamboo picnic tables and clotheslines in some of the bunkers.

“They must have been there for a while,” Barnes said.  “They were so well dug in.  They may have heard us coming and decided to leave in a hurry.”

If the NVA did hear the three allied companies—Bravo and Charlie companies of the Manchus and an ARVN company—it wouldn’t have been too surprising.

They had been hacking their way through thick underbrush in the communist-infested woods from 9:00am, when they were airlifted in, until 3:00 p.m. when they found the camp.

Gray was walking just behind the patrol’s point man, Private First Class Matt R. Sitanowski of Roseville, Mich. (“just out of machete range,” Gray said), when he noticed the fresh diggings that turned out to be a nearly completed mess hall, with a chimney and cooking area already dug, but no cover installed.

“We found some tunnels that were down about 12 or 15 feet underground,” Gray said.  “A few were just barely big enough for me to squeeze into, and there were some that weren’t big enough.”  Gray is about 5-9, 160 pounds.

Other elements of the allied sweep found what appeared to be a hospital complex, but on-coming darkness and the arrival of helicopters at their pickup zone forced an early end to the exploration of the abandoned camp.

That night though, the Tropic Lightning soldiers watched the fireworks as Air Force planes destroyed the camp, which was two miles from the Division’s Fire Support Base Sedgwick.

	11-Mar-69
	Toan Thang III
	Bob Kalainoff, Delta Co., 1968-69 (3/11/2001)

March 11, 1969, I have 3rd Platoon (maybe all of Delta Company) on road security out of FSB Stoneman—an easy day bullshitting with the soda kids, etc.  If I remember right, this road security was by a small rubber plantation—if I haven’t mixed up time and AO’s.  After 30 some years, some things are still clear but others are pretty shaky.  In this same time period we were taking turns doing Eagle Flights to the Renegade Woods.

Mike Smith, Delta Co., 1969-70 (3/11/2001)

Bob, your memory is very good.  The rubber plantation was to our East (at least the same side as the 3rd Platoon).  We’d sit in there pulling road security…I took many ambushes to that rubber plantation.  Also through the rubber to the area that had been plowed.  Also North and West to the river.


The following memento furnished by Ben Rahn, Bravo Co. 1968-69, July 20, 2004:

LTC Leo L. Wilson, Manchu 6’s,

Message to the Men of the Battalion
The purpose of this newsletter is to let you know what has been done by the Manchu Battalion in the past 100 days, and to give you a better idea of the overall accomplishments of your unit.  Since the companies of the battalion are rather widely separated, it is difficult to see the “big picture”.  It is hoped this paper will help you understand what you have done, individually and collectively, to accomplish the mission.

The major success of the battalion has been gaining control from the enemy and affectively preempting him from accomplishing any of his objectives.  On 22 December [1968], we defeated him in one of the major battles of the war.  His objective was to overrun and destroy [Patrol Base] “Mole City” in order to control the area west of the Vam Co Dong River.  Our victory completely eliminated any hope he had of success.  As a direct result, this large area is now Manchu territory as well as the area east of the Vam Co Dong, which we continue to dominate.  Since December, we have prevented the enemy from regaining control over this area and preempted his every attempt to attack successfully or to reestablish himself in the territory.  The practical result has been to block his approach to Tay Ninh City from the south and to greatly increase the security of the people living here.  I have no doubt that we can defeat him anytime, anywhere, if he dares to take us on!

During this same period, we operated over a wide area in airmobile assaults, usually to assist other units in their missions.  All of these operations, in which you were flown many miles away and successfully accomplished every task, were in addition to the main effort in our current area of operations.

To do these things has required a great effort by all Manchus including those serving on the battalion staff and in the trains.  The statistics that follow give some idea of the planning, teamwork, and coordination required to support our operation.

An infantry battalion in Vietnam has to have want it takes to fight and win the war, and what it takes materially to fight for 100 days includes more than 550 “Hook” sorties, more than 1,500,000 rounds of small arms ammunition, 180,000 sandbags, and 11,250 gallons of soft drinks, according to the experience of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry.

These figures are part of a survey of the Manchus’ operations from 1 December 1968 to 11 March 1969.

During the 100-day period, we operated from two base camps—Tay Ninh and Dau Tieng—and four fire support bases:  Austin, Stoneman, St. Barbara, and Sedgwick (which was Patrol Base Mole City until mid-January).

While accounting for 142 enemy dead, the battalion engaged in 152 daytime sweeps, 37 airmobile operations, and 346 night ambush patrols, in addition to sending off 887 listening post missions.  Enemy weapons captured included 41 AK47s, 10 LMGs, seven RPG launchers, two Chinese radios, and a large quantity of ammunition and web gear.  The battalion’s Combined Reconnaissance-Intelligence Platoon, meanwhile, conducted many separate operations, capturing eight members of the Viet Cong infrastructure and nine suspects, plus 55 draft dodgers and 2 deserters.  In the process, the battalion called for, and got, 1,138,320 rounds of 5.56 caliber M-16 ammunition (more than 10,600 rounds per day), 494,800 rounds of 7.62 caliber M-60 machine gun ammunition, 7,030 M-79 grenades, and 1,063 90mm recoilless rifle rounds.

This firepower was supplemented with 625 M-72 Light Anti-Tank Weapons (LAWS), 1,654 claymore mines, 5,410 fragmentation hand grenades, and 3,776 smoke grenades, plus 1,440 parachute flares and 2,504 trip flares.

It takes more than ammunition to keep infantrymen going, however.  It takes radio batteries—5,884 of them for the 100 days.  It takes wearable clothes—1,400 jungle fatigue jackets, 1,800 fatigue trousers, and 750 pairs of boots, worth a total of more than $30,000.  It takes 180,000 sand bags, worth about $52,000.  It takes 1,255 inoculations and 1,800 sick call patients treated by the medical section.  It takes processing for nearly 150,000 pieces of incoming mail.  And, for the thirsty Manchus, it takes 5,000 cases of soft drinks.

For your work during the period, the Manchus earned 458 decorations, 199 of them for valor in combat, and 387 enlisted promotions, 246 to E-4, 124 to E-5, and 17 to E-6.  Concurrently, nearly 400 men got away from it all for nearly a week, 252 men on R&R and 145 on seven-day leave during the period.

Despite all this activity—which included moving base camp headquarters, ______ and setting up three new fire support bases.  The Manchus found time to take part in 42 Medical Civic Action Projects that aided nearly 5,000 South Vietnamese citizens.

*******************************************

Soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry—

No one has to tell you that all the military supplies and equipment in the world would be useless without men who have the knowledge, courage, and determination to turn them into effective tools of war.  If these qualities could be measured, it would be in what Winston Churchill called, “blood, sweat, and tears”, that produced results!  There is no way to record this statistically, but if there were, no unit in the United States Army would rate higher than the soldiers of this Battalion.  I congratulate you on the job you have done and are doing.  And I am confident that you will “KEEP UP THE FIRE!”

Leo L. Wilson

LTC, Infantry

Manchu 6

	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	18-Mar-69
	Toan Thang III (Go Dau Ha)
	Bronze Star to Viet Interpreter

Tropic Lightning News; May 19, 1969 Edition Vol. 4 No. 20

TAY NINH–A Vietnamese interpreter ignored his own wounds to help organize a defense and treat injured when a two-truck convey carrying American and Vietnamese troops was ambushed.  25th Infantry Division commander Major General Ellis W. Williamson at Go Dau Ha, March 18, decorated him with a Bronze Star for valor.

Nguyen Chon Duong, a local government interpreter, was riding in the first of two three-quarter ton trucks carrying Vietnamese troops and part of the Reconnaissance Patrol of the U.S. 4th Battalion 9th Infantry, about two miles southwest of Go Dau Ha when his vehicle hit a command-detonated mine.  All the passengers in the first truck were thrown out by the blast, but Duong, even though he had incurred shrapnel wounds, moved to help Sergeant First Class Robert W. Leathers of Columbus, Ga., deploy a defensive force to combat sniper fire that began to hit around the trucks.

Leathers recalled that Duong “ran through the automatic weapons fire to place himself in position to assist in giving orders to the ARVN’s attached to our platoon.”  “After we had everyone in position, Doung refused medical aid for his own wounds, and went back to help both the GIs and ARVN’s who’d been wounded, helping our medic to treat them,” Leathers said.

The American medic, Specialist 4 Tim C. Portal of Chicago also praised Duong.  “Even though he’d been thrown out of the truck like the others, and had been wounded, he came over to give me a hand,” Portal said.  “He did a lot in helping find out which ones were hurt the most, and he just wouldn’t let us get him out on a medical evacuation ship.”

	31-Mar-69
	Toan Thang III
	Charlie Company Total Soars to 154 for Year

     Manchu Company Earns 60 Medals

Tropic Lightning News; April 28, 1969 Edition

TAY NINH—When 60 medals for valor were awarded to soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus' Charlie Company in a special ceremony March 31; it brought to 154 the total of combat decorations the company has received since the start of 1969.

The Manchu battalion commander, Lieutenant Colonel Leo L. Wilson of Salina, Kans., and Company Commander, Captain Ramon T. Pulliam of Chattanooga, Tenn., personally pinned on 25 Bronze Stars with "V" devices for valor and 35 Army Commendation Medals with "V" devices in a formal ceremony at Fire Support Base Sedgwick, 15 miles southeast of Tay Ninh.

Those 69 decorations, for a battle January 26, coupled with medals distributed in two ceremonies earlier this year brought the company's 1969 tally to one Distinguished Service Cross, 12 Silver Stars, 44 Bronze Stars with "V"s, and 97 Army Commendation Medals with "V"s.

The 94 other medals were earned Dec. 22, 1968, when the Manchus fought off a North Vietnamese Army regiment's attack on Sedgwick, which was then Patrol Base Mole City. In the January 26 action, C Company was flown by helicopter from Sedgwick to join the 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry, as a blocking force to bottle up a Viet Cong company which had invaded Phuoc Luu, a small village 40 miles northwest of Saigon.

Using building materials shipped from Tay Ninh by helicopter, the Manchus dug in for the night, working until midnight to construct bunkers with overhead cover. When the VC unit attacked around 1 a.m. in an attempt to push through the U.S. barrier, the bunkers proved invaluable. Only one Manchu was wounded, not seriously, as the Tropic Lightning units battered the enemy force, recording an official total of 15 killed and capturing a truckload of weapons and equipment.

In presenting the latest group of medals Wilson praised his C Company troops as a "proven fighting unit."

	Month of Apr-69
	Toan Thang III
	The Month of April saw a general decrease in large enemy initiated contacts, with the exception of the Cambodian border area, where the enemy made several unsuccessful attempts against 1st and 2nd Brigade patrol bases.

Indications were that his plans were being modified—placing an increased emphasis on disrupting US pacification efforts, by conducting attacks on GVN controlled hamlets, assassinations and sabotage.  US Forces were being tied downed by enemy attacks against supply routes and by ground attacks along the border closest to the enemy’s sanctuaries.

As large concentrations of enemy became difficult to find, the Division spread its search wider by using smaller combat elements to cover more area.  Mounted reconnaissance, platoon-size Eagle Flights, combat assaults, saturation patrolling, long-range reconnaissance patrols, visual reconnaissance and a variety of detection devices were employed.  An increased emphasis was place on combined operations with Regional and Popular Forces, not only to improve their performance, but also to cover more area.  Greater emphasis was place on night operations.  These tactics produced results.  The number of contacts was high and the number of enemy killed and enemy weapons captured was the largest since May 1968.

	02-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	Company Locations:  A-4/9 at Sedgewick, C-4/9 at Sedgewick and D-4/9 at Stoneman.

	05-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	NVA attack on Patrol Base Diamond II (which was occupied by the 1/8th Field Artillery and the 2/27th Infantry Wolfhounds) was broken up by plenty of aerial bombs, rockets and artillery.

On 4 April 1969 two guns of Battery C of the 1/8th Field Artillery moved to within two kilometers of the Cambodian border with elements of the 2/27 Infantry to establish Patrol Base Diamond II (XT341156).  C/1/8 at FSB Jackson (XT4216) would provide indirect fire support for the companies of Infantry and the howitzer platoon.  During the early morning hours of 5 April 1969 a large NVA element launched a massive ground attack on the base.  The two guns at Patrol Base Diamond II fired directly into the face of the onrushing enemy while the remainder of the battery fired indirect support from FSB Jackson (XT4216).  The battery expended just over 900 HE rounds and 45 Firecracker rounds.  Enemy losses were 89 NVA KIA (BC).

	10-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	Extensive reconnaissance in the 1st Brigade’s area proved successful.  A helicopter from the 25th Aviation Battalion received ground fire over a wooded area near the Cambodian border.  Artillery and air strikes killed 63 enemy soldiers and destroyed a tunnel and bunker complex.

Throughout the month of April, in the Tay Ninh area, the enemy provided a steady series of targets for air strikes by indiscriminately firing at the Division’s aerial reconnaissance elements.

	12-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	Company locations:  A-4/9 at Dallas, C-4/9 at Sedgewick and D-4/9 at French Fort.  CRIP-4/9 engages VC, resulting in 4 VC WIA.


The French Fort, North of Nui Ba Den

Johnny Angelini, A Company 1968-69  (10/27/1999)

Mike, Alpha Company was at the French Fort in late December 1968 for about a week or so.  They had 175, 155.and 105 artillery, and 4.2mm and 81mm mortars.  In each corner they backed up an armor plated “deuce and a half” with quad-50’s and in between each quad-50 they backed up a jeep onto the berm mounted with a 106mm recoilless.  There was some serious firepower generated by these toys.  All day long the 175’s and 155’s pounded the mountain.  It’s a wonder we still can hear anything.  Every night we had a mad-minute.  What a show.  The artillery was silent, but the quad-50s, M60s and every swinging dick in a bunker let loose.  Needless to say, they were no night ambushes or LP’s out.  This was strictly a defensive perimeter.  It was supposedly so safe that General Abrahms paid us a 5-minute visit one sunny day…whoopee do!  All you saw were gunships and jets all over the place—must be nice to be important.

Pete Fairchild, A Company FO 1967-68 (12/5/1999)

The French Fort on my old map is just north of the mountain Nui Ba Den along Route TL 4, which runs north from Tay Ninh City to Katum.  Hard to read the old fine-print 1:50,000-topo maps, but I estimate the Fort was between XT284618 and XT280681.  When CPT Griff Killgrove (Alpha Company commander) and I stopped there briefly sometime in November or December 1967, the fields of fire for direct fire weapons were pretty good.  We thought jeep-mounted 106mm recoilless rifles would have been useful in defending the place, but by then I think shoulder-mounted LAWS and M60 machine guns were our largest direct-fire weapons.  The jeeps (with tires that could be easily punctured by rifle or mortar fire) were kept in the rear at Tay Ninh West base camp.  The 4/9 Infantry Manchus were by then strictly a helicopter-and-foot mobile unit.

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (12/5/1999)

Pete, that sounds right for the French Fort.  It was prone to rocket and/or mortar attacks from the mountain [Nui Ba Den].  It was a large FSB with lots of arty 105’s, 155 and 8-inchers.  As I remember it had large timber bunkers you could stand in and a bunker line with built-in bunks.  The area NE and SW was jungle, and NW and SE was more open [terrain].  We did some patrolling north-northeast, and that was not a nice neighborhood.

	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	13-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	Company D-4/9 moved from French Fort to Sedgewick (formerly named Mole City), to prepare to establish and occupy PB Frontier City on 14-April.

Endnote:  In January-February 1969, FSB Mole City’s name was changed to FSB Sedgewick after much renovation.

Mole City Shower:  The shower in the picture makes this Mole City I (click here to see http://www.manchu.org/mole_city/flynn1.htm).

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (11/08/2000)

We had the same type of shower at Mole City II, only it was outside of the perimeter.  You took your shower in front of the kids and Mama son, who was selling her wares.  You held on to your bar of soap until you were done washing.  Because if you laid the soap down, to turn around and rinse yourself off, some kid would steal it.  They sure liked to get a hold of our soap.

Speaking of soap, I was looking at my slides last night.  One was a picture of stuff taken from an enemy KIA.  Two things stick out in the picture:  a can of Rise Shaving Cream and a bar of laundry soap.  Both of these items are from our SP [sundry] packs.  Makes you wonder about those kids stealing your soap.

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (11/8/2000)

I remember standing on the wooden flats naked with Mama Son pouring water over me, so that I could shower, and another Mama Son washing my clothes.  All this for about 50-cents or so.  That shower point outside of Mole City II is still in my mind—walking outside of the wire, with only a towel around your neck and wearing shower shoes.  Only in the Nam!

	15-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	Patrol Base Diamond III, occupied by the elements of the 2/27th “Wolfhounds” Infantry, was established on 14 April 1969.  By nightfall the patrol base (XT 327215), a duplicate of Diamond II, was well fortified and ready for action.  At 0300 hours the next morning, three battalions of NVA soldiers launched a coordinated heavy weapons and ground attack against Patrol Base Diamond III.  The Patrol Base also received a total of 350 RPG's and 150 82mm mortar rounds.  The two howitzer sections at Diamond III fired 350 HE and 12 beehive rounds while the remainder of the battery fired indirect support of more than 500 HE and 40 firecracker rounds in an attempt to ward off the enemy attack.  Enemy losses were listed at 228 NVA dead and an estimated 200 additional casualties.

	16-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	While the Tomahawks (Co. B-4/23rd Mech) were searching an area of previous air strikes, they discovered 93 dead NVA bodies.  This same day, Company A-4/9 engaged 12 enemy soldiers close to the Cambodian border and killed 11 of them.

	17-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	Company locations: C-4/9 at Dallas and D-4/9 at Sedgewick.  Brigade reports that Frontier City will be established on 20-April and Dallas will be closed.

	19-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	Company locations:  C-4/9 at Dallas and D-4/9 at Sedgewick.  One D-4/9 soldier accidentally shot in the leg while on ambush patrol—bringing him in.  This was Mike Smith’s AP patrol; Poncho shot Mark Van Eatten in the leg. 

	22-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	Tay Ninh Base Camp was subjected to a rocket attack, the same as Dau Tieng Base Camp.  Rocket attacks were made on Tay Ninh on the 6th, 12th, 13th and 22nd of April—resulting in 1 US trooper killed and 11 wounded.


Shit O’Dear!  Tay Ninh Base Camp Rocket Attack

By Larry James, Delta Co. 1968-69

Something has been on my mind lately that I thought I'd share with you all. The Vietnam experience was pretty intense. But it wasn't all hard times and sad stories. There were some pretty hilarious incidents that stick out in my memory and I wondered if any of the rest of you has any gems to share?  Here's one I recall: 
Imagine if you will, the end of yet another long, hot day. Long shadows are starting to walk across the perimeter wire as a tired Manchu makes his way to the "facilities."

This being a secure area, our soldier hasn't a care in the world as he perches, with a four-day old copy of Stars and Stripes, on a two-by-four set atop the latrine. It's been some time since this latrine, half a 55-gallon drum, has been tended to. In fact, it's nearly full.  As luck would have it, it was at this moment that the other guys chose to launch a few rockets at our base camp. Whoosh, BANG! A 122 mm rocket slams into the perimeter berm just a couple meters behind our hapless Manchu. Fortunately, perhaps (read on and you'll learn why I say perhaps), for our soldier the height of the berm or maybe the angle of the rocket's impact sends no harmful projectiles in his direction. But the concussion, or maybe just the nervous jerk such a loud explosion generated in his legs, stood this Manchu straight up…Nearly at attention! 
Almost at the same moment he realized that standing straight up in the middle of a rocket attack wasn't such a good idea and he sat down. Unfortunately, the two-by-four was gone and our lad found himself completely immersed in something on the order of 25 gallons worth of, ahem, let's call it "objectionable material." 
Well, what happened next probably falls into the category of "I've had all the shit I'm gonna take." For the next thing we see, and remember now there are still more rockets slamming into the berm, is our disgruntled lad making for the showers and there he stood washing off the humiliation. 
It was funny then and it still makes me laugh 30 years later.

	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	23-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	Company locations: A-4/9 at Tay Ninh base camp, C-4/9 at Dallas and Delta-4/9 at Sedgewick.  24-April close Dallas and establish Frontier City.

	24-Apr-69
	Toan Thang III

Frontier City
	Patrol Base Frontier City (manned by Company C-4/9 and Battery B of the 7th Battalion 11th Artillery) was a well-entrenched company size patrol base, established within 2 ½ kilometers of the Cambodia border (approximately 1 ½ miles north of the “Angel’s Wing”, located in the Long Khanh Village area of Hieu Thien District—Tay Ninh Province at XT202291).  Work on the patrol base began on the morning of the April 24th and all defensive preparations were completed by darkness.  Twenty-one sorties of CH-47 helicopters were used to bring in troop bulldozers, demolition, fortification material, crew served weapons and ammunition.  Following a synchronized plan, perimeter wiring, ammunition bunkers and a 20’ observation tower were all completed in one day.  Fields of fire were cleared by the bulldozers, including the leveling of all rice paddy dikes, within 100 meters of the wire perimeter.

Company C-4/9 walked overland to the location of Patrol Base Frontier City.  A-4/9 was airlifted into the area.  While C-4/9 was building their bunkers, A-4/9 set up the patrol base’s wire barrier (consisting of one row of triple concertina wire, along with 300 claymore mines placed in two concentric circles between the bunkers and the wire).  By 1700 hours the position was ready.   A-4/9 was airlifted out and C-4/9 took up their fighting positions for the night.  The night of April 24th was quiet, other than radar sighting of movement shortly before midnight—apparently a small enemy reconnaissance party.

Click here to read Tropic Lightning News article, “Frontier City Stands”: http://www.i-kirk.info/tlnews/tln4-18.htm - v4n18p1a.

	25-Apr-69
	Toan Thang III

Frontier City
	During the daylight hours of April 25th, C-4/9 continued to improve Patrol Base Frontier City and conducted local security reconnaissance patrols.  No enemy contact was made.

	26-Apr-69
	Toan Thang III

Frontier City
	FSB Frontier City taking 107mm rocket and 82mm mortar fire; Sedgewick taking incoming 82mm mortars.  Requested air strikes at Frontier City.

At 2200 hours (April 25th), Frontier City’s radar (in its 20’ observation tower) detected enemy movement southwest of the patrol base.  As the movement increased, the defenders placed artillery fire on the wooded area southwest of the base, and called in for the assistance of flare ships, helicopter gunships and tactical jet fighters to engage all of the suspected enemy locations.

The enemy responded with a barrage of 107mm rockets, 82mm mortars, RPG and anti-aircraft machine gun fire.  At the height of the firefight, three batteries of artillery and an AC-47 gunship attacked the enemy along the southeast and northwest sides of the base.  All fires were coordinated from the base’s observation tower and the 81mm mortars in the base marked their targets with WP rounds.

At 0035 hours (April 26th) the enemy launched a heavy mortar and rocket barrage, followed by a battalion-sized ground attack from the southwest.  In the face of the direct fire from the Manchu infantrymen in the base and all supporting fires, only 11 enemy soldiers reached the wire and none made it beyond.  At this point, the enemy began to withdraw, but the air and artillery fire continued to pound them.  By 0330 hours, heavy enemy fire had terminated and only sporadic weapons fire was received for the remainder of the night.  The combat forces continued to place fire on enemy targets of opportunity until 0630 hours.

A police of the battle area on 26-April revealed 214 dead enemy soldiers.  Friendly casualties amounted to one man being evacuated for shrapnel wounds.  The interrogation of six enemy prisoners revealed that the 271st NVA Regiment was the attacking force.

271st NVA Regiment

The attack on Patrol Base Frontier City was executed by an estimated two-battalion size force, which approached the base from the southeast, south and southwest.  The enemy used standard tactics in the attack, which consisted of a preparation with heavy artillery fire using 107mm rockets, RPG’s, 60mm and 82mm mortars and .51 cal machine gun fire.  The artillery attack was followed by an attempted sapper penetration and ground assault.  Enemy losses in the action were 214 KIA and 6 POW.  Interrogation of five of the prisoners and translation of captured documents identified the 2nd and 3rd Battalion of the 271st VC/NVA Regiment.  Four of the POW’s indicated that they had been with the 9th [VC/NVA] Division for less than a month.  Three of the prisoners had infiltrated from North Vietnam during the December-April timeframe.  Two of the new North Vietnamese arrivals stated that once their infiltration battalion arrived at the 9th Division, the cadre personnel at company level and higher returned to North Vietnam with South Vietnamese cadre taking their places.  Morale within the prisoners’ units ranged from poor to good.

The strength of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions was at lest 200 each prior to the attack at Frontier City.  One of the POW’s said that the 3rd Battalion left its base camp near the Cambodian border on 23 April, where it had been serving as a security force for the 271st Regiment headquarters and began moving toward its objective, Patrol Base Frontier City.  Statements from the prisoners regarding future intentions of their units were vague and generally negative.  However, one of the POW’s did state that an attack was to be launched on Saigon and Gia Dinh in May ’69 in order to “Resolve the battle in South Vietnam”.  The 12.7mm anti-aircraft machine gun company and the 75mm recoilless rifle support company of the 271st Regiment supported the infantry elements, which were identified from documents.  Codes found on one document were associated with the 69th Artillery Command, thus suggesting that COSVN artillery support elements augmented the 9th VC/NVA Division for the attack.

Learn more about the battle at Patrol Base Frontier City visit the 4/9 Manchu’s Website at http://www.manchu.org/country/frontier/.


NVA Recoil from Manchus On Time

FRONTIER CITY STANDS

Tropic Lightning News; May 5, 1969 Edition

By SP4 Ralph Novak
TAY NINH—Two North Vietnamese Army battalions were torn apart when they attempted to overrun the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus’ Patrol Base Frontier City, 16 miles south of here, early this morning.

A tough, combat-hardened infantry company, artillery, and air support killed 213 enemy, smashing the attackers back across the Cambodian border less than a mile from the 25th Division outpost.  No Americans were killed; none of the seven GIs wounded were seriously hurt.

It was the fifth time in the last four months NVA forces have been beaten in set-piece battles against Tropic Lightning soldiers, and was one of the most lopsided victories of the war.

A shower of mortars had greeted the Manchus’ much-decorated Charlie Company and two 105mm howitzer crews, B Battery of the 7th Battalion 11th Artillery, as they arrived at the base site two days ago.

“We were ready for them,” said Major Harry D. Ray Jr. Dillon, Mont., the Manchus’ operations officer.  “We really had expected them to hit us the first night, in fact.”
Rocket-propelled grenades had flashed in Ray’s face all night as he and First Lieutenant Kenneth A. Montoya, Oak Harbor, Wash., an artillery forward observer, crouched atop a 50-foot observation tower, directing the battle.

Private First Class Richard Boeseth, Bergland, Mich., was still shaking his head with disbelief as he praised the two Manchu officers:  “We might have been in trouble if the Major and Lt. Montoya hadn’t stayed up there.  Even with all that stuff going up at them, they kept calling the artillery and gunships in right on target.”

An ambush patrol, hidden in thick woods 1100 meters from Frontier City, gave the first alert around 2000 hours [25-April].  Reports of increasing activity on all sides of the patrol base hissed from radios for more than four hours.  Then the attack began.

Slicing through the darkness to slam around the Manchus’ hastily dug but well-fortified bunkers, the first of 20 107mm rockets hit at 0035 hours [26-April].  One hundred fifty rocket-propelled grenades and 250 82mm mortar rounds pounded the base before the battle ended.

Scrambling out to their parapets while the first incoming rounds were still exploding around them, the Manchus’ 81mm mortar crews hit back, their rounds not only helping to break up the NVA attack but serving as marking rounds for four helicopter gunships from the 25th Aviation Diamond Heads and the Centaurs of D Troop of the 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry, who joined an Air Force Spooky gunship to provide air support.

Staff Sergeant Joseph Kern, a specialist four two months ago, was the acting mortar platoon leader, and Ray said he did “a fantastic job.”
Artillery roared in from Tay Ninh base camp, and from every fire support base within range while the two guns from the 7/11 battery lowered to fire more than 400 rounds, all of them at targets within 1000 meters.

When an NVA sapper squad approached the wire at one point, the artillery led a surge of firepower that filled the gap with flying metal.

The Manchus’ C Company commander, Captain Ramon T. Pulliam, Chattanooga, Tenn., also responded to the danger of the enemy’s breakthrough attempt.  Pulliam, a rugged, no-nonsense professional who has successfully led his company through three fiery nighttime battles, went to the bunker line to man an M-60 machinegun as the ground attack reached its peak.

Private First Class Floyd Sinclair, Union, S.C., recalled it this way,  “The CO did a great job in keeping everything running smooth, and then when we saw him over that ‘60’, it made us want to fight that much harder.”
The main ground attack lasted about an hour, from 0100 to 0200.  From then until 0500, there was sporadic fire, then a heavy quiet that weighed down on the dawn.  The Manchus saw enemy bodies scattered around the base’s perimeter, as they came out at first light.

When they had built Mole City—what is officially “Sedgwick” is forever “Mole City” to the men who fought there—the battalion’s soldiers had been told by their commander (Lieutenant Colonel Leo L. Wilson, Salina Kans.) that it must be an especially well-fortified, well-entrenched base.

They had dug, and dug, and used PSP and timbers, and dug some more.  It was four months from the founding of Mole to the digging of Frontier City, but more than a few of Charlie Company’s men were alive two days ago because they had worked hard and were ready when Mole was hit.

They had remembered the lesson.  They were still alive this morning, all of them.

Pulliam, who’s not known for saying things he doesn’t mean, said: “These men did an outstanding job.”

Ray, describing the fighting as “the most fierce I’ve ever seen,” called the air and artillery support the base received “tremendous.”
“We had air support on three sides, artillery on the fourth,” Ray said.  “We couldn’t have had better indirect fire support; we couldn’t have been better prepared.”

The battle proved to anyone who had forgotten Mole City that the infiltration routes from Cambodia above the “Angel’s Wing” are no longer open, that the Vietnamese who live in that area are no longer at the mercy of the Viet Cong-NVA forces.

“This was just another example of how well U.S. troops react to a crucial situation,” Wilson said.  “We have shown to the people of this area our ability to fight and our determination to stay and protect them.”
=Location: XT310372 RVN Period: 26-Apr-69

4/9 Dailey Staff Journal—Time Messages

  0001 Journal Opened.

  0010 Spooky and Diamondhead on station.

  0024 Spotted platoon or more VC moving 1,100 meters at Frontier City.

  0030 Frontier City taking 107mm rockets and 82mm mortars.

  0035 Spooky spotted launcher and engaged.

  0045 Sedgewick taking incoming 82mm mortars.

  0100 Requested air strike at Frontier City.

  0105 Possible mortar site vic XT189269.

  0111 Issue-11 on station.

  0115 Receiving heavy attack on south and west.

  0125 Charlie Horse and Cyntar on station.

  0155 Sedgewick took 30 rounds 82mm mortars.

  0200 Frontier City incoming has ceased.

  0217 Operation 26-Apr cancelled: A Co. will airmobile into Frontier City and sweep the area.

  0224 Dust-Off requested.

  0247 Dust-Off 157 on station.

  0250 A Co. AP [ambush patrol] pulled back.

  0305 Dust-Off 157 completed.

  0330 Further movement of 50 VC detected at vic XT199272.

  0400 Shadow taking .51-Cal fire from 3 sites.

  0410 Frontier City took 15-20 rounds 107mm rockets.  None [landed] inside wire and 275 rounds of 82mm mortars [landed] inside and all around [the perimeter].  Also [received] 130 rounds of RPG fire and small ground attack.

  0517 Movement to east of perimeter identified as LP [listening post].

  0545 Major Ray reports at least 12 secondary explosions at Frontier City.

  0705 Recon departed Stoneman.

  0710 1st Lift, 3/22 Infantry off PZ Tay Ninh.

  0719 1st Lift, 3/22 on LZ Frontier City.

  0730 2nd Lift A Co. off PZ.

  0740 2nd Lift A Co. on LZ Frontier City.

  0745 3rd Lift A Co. off PZ.

  0750 3rd Lift A Co. on LZ Frontier City.

  0759 All night activities closed wire.

  0841 Recon at Tay Ninh.

  0920 Charlie Horse on station.

  1005 Charlie Horse off station.

  1020 A Co. vic XT196284.  C Co. vic XT189306.

  1120 A Co. vic XT192295.  C Co. 3/22 vic XT….

  1150 Issue-15 on station.

  1211 A Co. vic XT192293.  C Co. 3/22 vic XT199324.

  1340 Eight (8) slicks 3/22 off PZ XT190335.

  1347 Eight (8) slicks 3/22 on LZ3 XT201345.

  1350 Eight (8) slicks A Co. off PZ Frontier City.

  1354 Eight (8) slicks A Co. on LZ4 XT184296.

  1400 Eight (8) slicks B Co. off PZ Sedgewick.

  1405 Eight (8) slicks B Co. on LZ Frontier City.

  1410 Eight (8) slicks C Co. off PZ Frontier City.

  1415 Eight (8) slicks C Co. on LZ Sedgewick.

  1416 Eight (8) slicks B Co. off PZ Sedgewick.

  1420 Eight (8) slicks B Co. on LZ Frontier City.

  1421 Eight (8) slicks C Co. off PZ Frontier City.

  1424 Eight (8) slicks C Co. on LZ Sedgewick.

  1426 Seven (7) slicks B Co. off PZ Sedgewick.

  1429 Seven (7) slicks B Co. on LZ Frontier City.

  1430 Seven (7) slicks C Co. off PZ Frontier City.

  1433 Seven (7) slicks C Co. on LZ Sedgewick.

  1435 Eight (8) slicks 3/22 off PZ XT209345.

  1440 Eight (8) slicks 3/22 on LZ XT215338.

  1510 Eight (8) slicks A Co. off PZ XT200310.

  1516 Eight (8) slicks A Co. on PZ Stoneman.

  1522 Five (5) slicks A Co. off PZ ST203295.

  1530 Five (5) slicks A Co. on LZ Stoneman.

  1547 D Co. AP’s [ambush patrols]:  vic AP1 XT212320, AP2 vic XT220326, AP3 vic XT237335.

  1820 CRIP Operations:  #1. 0800 vic XT358315;  #2. 1000 vic XT302360; #3. 1300 vic XT408240.

  1845 Total findings at Frontier City:  30 RPG rounds, 25 AK-47’s, 10 SKS, one 75mm recoilless rifle, 4 light machine guns, one .51-Cal, one 107mm rocket launcher, 4 60mm mortars, one 82mm mortar, 16 RPG-2 launchers, 11 RPG-7 launchers, 4 bangalore torpedoes, 5,000 rounds AK ammo, 900 rounds small arms ammo, one round 82mm, 17 rounds 60mm, 6 rounds 75mm recoilless, 102 Chicom grenades, 2 LPS documents, 5 pounds medical supplies, 213 NVA KIA, and 6 NVA POW WIA. 

  2000 Operations 27-Apr:  B Co. conducted platoon cloverleaf at 0900, 1100 and 1315.  C Co. prepared for platoon size AP’s vic XT213312, XT221321, XT232337.  A Co. RIFF to vic XT334359, XT340374 and back to Stoneman.  A Co. conducted platoon size AP vic XT298393.

  2027 Frontier City spotted movement 2 platoons VC digging in 750 meters out.  Gunships requested.

  2119 Charlie Horse 37 on station.

  2122 ARTY [artillery] engaged movement to the south of Frontier City.

  2129 D Co. spotted 5 VC in open, are setting hasty AP vic XT231334.

  2202 Charlie Horse received secondary explosion.

  2235 Shadow receiving ground fire from woods.

  2315 Diamondhead off station.

  SUMMARY:  The Co.’s were air lifted and conducted B in F vic XT1829, XT2034, XT1933.  The 4.2 remained at the NL for direct support.  The CRIP platoon conducted VCI snatches.

  PLANS:  The Co.’s will conduct B in F vic XT2131, XT2939, XT2232.  The 4.2 will remain at the NL for direct support.  The CRIP platoon will conduct VCI snatcher.

  2400 Journal Closed.

Frontier City Manchus Receive Awards

Manchus Praise Officers’ Valor in Frontier City Battle

Tropic Lightning News; June 2, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 22

TAY NINH—The enlisted men of Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus, emerging from the aftermath of the recent battle for Frontier City near the Cambodian border, spoke with unabashed pride for their command group.

“Our Commanding Officer, Captain Ramon T. Pulliam of Columbus, Ga., was all over the bunker line making sure no one was hit,” exclaimed Warren Johnson, an expressive Specialist 4 from Charlotte, N.C.  “He was risking his life,” the machine gunner emphasized. “I’ve never seen a man like that before.”
“At one point in the battle,” related Johnson, who spent a busy night shredding lines of charging Viet Cong with bursts of 7.62mm projectiles, “the captain stopped by my bunker and yelled, ‘Gonna give ‘em—Johnny, gonna give ‘em—!’  It made me feel so good.”

While the commanding officer was delivering encouragement, ammunition, and directions to his harassed bunker line, the Manchu operations officer, Major Harry L. Ray of Dillon, Mont., and artillery forward observer, First Lieutenant Kenneth Montoya of Oak Harbor, Wash., remained atop the 20-foot high observation tower directing support fire for the well-entrenched perimeter.

Ray concentrated mini-gun and rocket fire from several Huey-Cobra helicopter gunships and a “Spooky” gunship, and Montoya directed 105mm, 175mm, and eight-inch artillery rounds from fire support bases to within 30 meters of the perimeter.

According to radio-telephone operator Private First Class Burton Spears of Nashville, Tenn., “Much of Charlie Company’s success was due to the forward observer’s expertise in bringing artillery fire on the enemy.”

Weapons platoon ammo bearer Specialist 4 Melvin Lingle of Hershey, Pa., was amazed even more by the nerve of the major and forward observer than by their startling accuracy.

Lingle, putting on a brilliant show despite being in his first heavy battle, was earning a Bronze Star commendation by dashing between the second gun parapet and the company ammo dump with 81mm mortar rounds in his arms.

“I heard some rocket-propelled grenades whizzing through the air,” related the three-month veteran.  “Some were going nearly straight up and I thought the Viet Cong were firing awfully high until I realized the tower was the target.”

Rocket-propelled grenades weren’t the only element of the enemy arsenal reaching for the structure.

“So many small arms’ tracers were bouncing off of the tower,” Lingle illustrated, “that it looked like a giant Fourth of July sparkler.”
Cite Manchus

Tropic Lightning News, July 14, 1969 Edition Vol. 4 No. 28

TAY NINH—The men of Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus were decorated for valorous action against the enemy for the third time since December 1968.

The 80 medals for valor were presented to Charlie Company in a ceremony held at Fire Support Base Sedgewick II, for their actions at the battle of Frontier City, in which the enemy lost 213 men. There was not a single U.S. loss in that battle.

The medals for that action included four Silver Stars, 38 Bronze Stars for Valor and 46 Army Commendation Medals for Valor, which brings the 1969 total of decorations for Charlie Company to 234.

First Brigade Commanding Officer Colonel Charles Hayward attended the ceremony and presented the Silver Stars to Major Harry Ray, Forward Observer First Lieutenant Kenneth Montoya, Charlie Company’s commanding officer, Captain Ramon Pulliam, and First Sergeant Robert Klemach.

Colonel Hayward commended the men on a job well done.

	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	27-Apr-69
	Toan Thang III
	Companies A-4/9 and C-4/9 rotated out of the Patrol Base Frontier City.  A-4/9 went to FSB Stoneman and C-4/9 went to Patrol Base Mole City for ten days.  B-4/9 replaced A-4/9 at Frontier City.  D-4/9 stayed in place at Sedgewick.  Recon Platoon at Stoneman.

3 VC KIA bodies found in the vicinity of Frontier City.  B-4/9 on short RIF found 1 VC KIA hit by LFT rockets.

	28-Apr-69
	Toan Thang
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day.  Non-hostile casualty; accidental self-destruction.

	01-May-69
	Toan Thang
	Company location: Alpha and Recon at Stoneman, Bravo at Sedgewick II and Delta at Frontier City—followed by Charlie Company.

	07-May-69
	Toan Thang
	Company location: Recon at Tay Ninh, A-4/9 at Stoneman, B-4/9 at Sedgewick II, C-4/9 left Sedgewick back to Frontier City and D-4/9 moved to Sedgewick.

	12-May-69
	Toan Thang
	RF’s, Tropic Lightning Team to Play

Home Wrecker for NVA Battalion
Tropic Lightning News; May 12, 1969 Edition Vol. 4 No. 19

TAY NINH—Soldiers from A Company, 65th Engineers, and C Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, teamed with a Regional Force Company to play home-wrecker for the enemy in an operation 14 miles south of Tay Ninh City.

The combined force destroyed most of a battalion-sized North Vietnamese Army base camp that was well dug-in and heavily fortified. In searching the camp, they found a number of documents.

The Tropic Lightning and the RF infantrymen secured the area, while two engineers flown in by helicopter from Tay Ninh base camp.  Sergeant Victor P. Tarnasiewicz of Gardner, Mass., and Specialist Four George A. Smalley of Mariana, Pa., made good use of six cases of C-4 explosive but still couldn't destroy the whole camp. The base was dug into a wooded area about 500 yards in diameter.

The battalion operations officer, Major Harry D. Ray, Jr., of Dillon, Mont., spotted the camp from his observation helicopter and ordered the two infantry companies in on it.

The Tropic Lightning soldiers found two Chinese Communist 20-pound land mines, 4000 yards of radio wire, and piles of freshly cut lumber gave strong indications that the enemy may have been starting to rebuild the camp, Ray said.

Cache ‘n Carry

TAY NINH—The 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Manchus located a weapons cache containing more than 200 rounds of enemy ordnance, including seventy-two 75mm recoilless rifle rounds and 100 mortar rounds recently.

The Manchus of Bravo Company, patrolling nine miles southeast of Tay Ninh, gathered up 25 rocket-propelled grenades and five AK-47 rifles in addition to the other ammunition.

	14-May-69
	Toan Thang
	C-4/9 dismantles Patrol Base Frontier City, with D-4/9 providing security.

	15-May-69
	Toan Thang
	Charlie Company of the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry, along with elements of the 11th Field Artillery, leave Frontier City—shutting down the patrol base.

Frontier City Falls, But Not To Charlie

Tropic Lightning News; June 2, 1969 Edition Vol. 4. No. 22

Feature By SP4 Pete Freeman

TAY NINH–Patrol Base Frontier City, the scene of an impressive U.S. victory over the North Vietnamese, is now history.

Tropic Lightning infantrymen from Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus and two 105mm howitzer gun sections from “Battling Bravo” Battery, 7th Battalion, 11th Field Artillery, pulled out of the small patrol base May 15.

Located sixteen miles south of Tay Ninh on the northern edge of the “Angel’s Wing” sector of the South Vietnam-Cambodia border, Frontier City was situated in a key tactical location.  The Manchu’s second night there, the men took on two battalions of enemy troops.  Two hundred and thirteen North Vietnamese soldiers lost their lives that night in what was one of the hardest fought battles of the Vietnam War.

Seven other times during their three-week stay [April 24 through May 14], Frontier City was hit with enemy mortars or rockets.  No American casualties resulted from any of the attacks.  One night, on April 26, an estimated North Vietnamese battalion surrounded Frontier City.  This time, however, fast artillery fire sent the enemy soldiers fleeing back to their sanctuary.

To the very end, the enemy harassed the men of Frontier City.  The morning of the clearance operation, the men rose at 4:00 a.m. to begin the move.  Chinook helicopters from the 25th Aviation Battalion’s Muleskinners began airlifting everything out.  Eighteen sorties were flown in all.  At 12:30 p.m. just as one of the last sorties was about to be picked up, mortars began exploding in and around the practically deserted patrol base.  Over twenty mortars came in as the enemy harassed Frontier City for the last time.

Artillery fire was called in from nearby Fire Support Base Sedgwick.  Cannoneers from Charlie Battery, 7th Battalion, 11th Field Artillery, poured out fast, accurate fire and again silenced the enemy mortar tubes, but not before eleven more North Vietnamese were killed by the fire.

Specialist 4 Daniel E. Scott, a Bravo Battery cannoneer from Bell Gardens, Calif., said, “The memories I have of Frontier City will stay in my mind forever.”
Staff Sergeant Ronald Weers of Louisburg, Kan., who was in charge of the two howitzers that serviced Frontier City, stated, “We definitely taught the enemy a lesson while we were here and proved that effective artillery fire along with the infantry and gunships all working together is an unbeatable combination against enemy ground forces.”

	18-May-69
	Toan Thang
	B-4/9 on stand down at Holiday Inn in Tay Ninh.

	20-May-69
	Toan Thang
	D-4/9 at Nui Ba Den.

Tunnel & Cache Found by Manchus

Tropic Lightning News, May 19, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 20
TAY NINH—The men of D Company, 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Manchus located an enemy weapons cache including an 82mm mortar tube and 45 Rocket Propelled Grenade rounds 12 miles south of Tay Ninh City.

The Manchus were sweeping an area from which they had been mortared the previous night while securing Fire Support Base Stoneman.  Company Commander Captain Nathan H. Kniker’s curiosity was aroused when he spotted a patch of loose dirt covered by piles of discolored vegetation.  Kniker, of Bellville, Ill., investigated the patch and discovered a tunnel four feet by six feet.

Private First Class William M. Peeples of Clayton, Ga., and Sergeant Joe Ambrus of Fairfield, Conn., were immediately commissioned to investigate the possible enemy stronghold.  They returned to the surface with an 82mm mortar tube, base plate, aiming stakes, various maintenance tools, 45 RPG rounds and eight bangalore torpedoes were dragged from their hiding place.

	01-June-69
	Toan Thang
	A-4/9 leaves FSB Stoneman for Patrol Base Mole City.

	05-June-69
	-
	In retaliation for the shooting down of a US reconnaissance aircraft, American planes make the first raids against North Vietnam.

	05-June-69
	Toan Thang
	Charlie Company reported VC in the bunker line; 2 men WIA (1 seriously); and Apache-13 shot down.  Alpha Company reports that farmers in area said three VC companies moved out of Cambodia at 0300 hours into the Renegade Woods.  Delta Company receiving small arms and RPG fire.  Dust-off “163” completed (14 Delta WIA casualties).  

D-4/9 at FSB Sedgewick [Mole City].

● 1 Bravo and 4 Charlie Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Hau Nghia and Tay Ninh Provinces.  Sgt Higgins (Bravo Company) was seriously wounded by a claymore mine that was detonated by a sniper—died the next day [06-June-69] at the 45th Surgical Hospital.

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (10/09/2000)

June 5, 1969 is date many will remember as the battle in the Renegade Woods.  Charlie and Delta Company took many casualties and the VC took many KIA’s.  It was estimated that three VC companies moved from Cambodia into the Renegades at 0300 hours.  Air strikes, napalm and gunships carried on business most of the afternoon.  I know CPT Nate Kniker (of Delta Co.) and his RTO were wounded.  This is also the same day SGT Higgins, of Bravo Company, was killed.  

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (10/08/2000)

I was a FNG [Fresh New Guy] at the time, with less than a month in country, that, plus being blessed with a very bad memory.  I vaguely remember Charlie Company getting hit.  Of course it seems Charlie Company was always getting hit.  Do you remember if we walked from Mole City around the southern edge of the Renegades to the eastern side where it is all swamps—was there the remains of what was one time a very beautiful house there?  I was looking at slides the other night; we flew an eagle-flight out of there on one of my very first flights.

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (10/08/2000)

I don’t recall seeing a house in the Renegades.  It may have been there, but my memory does not recall it.  Seems we walked the Renegades every which way.  

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (10/11//2000)

The Renegades are about 12 klicks south of Tay Ninh City, 12 klicks from the Angel’s Wing and within walking distance of Mole City II.  During my tour in 1969, we spent almost half our time in and around the Renegades or the Straight Edge Woods (see map below).


Map Showing the Location of the Renegades and Straight Edge Woods
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	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	08-June-69
	-
	While meeting at Midway Island with South Vietnam President Thieu, President Nixon announces the planned withdrawal of 25,000 American combat troops.

	10-June-69
	Toan Thang
	D-4/9 at FSB Stoneman from June 10th through June 29th.

	13-June-69
	Toan Thang
	On June 13th, General Creighton W. Abrams award Presidential Unit Citations to five battalions of the 25th Infantry Division.


Lightning Begins Long, Hot Summer

Charlie Smoked Out
Tropic Lightning News; July 14, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 28:

When General Creighton W. Abrams awarded Presidential Unit Citations to five battalions on June 13, he said that the men of the 25th stood tall and looked proud—and with good reason.  Individually and collectively, the actions of the men of the Tropic Lightning Division in June continued to support that evaluation.

FIRE SUPPORT BASE COOK The first major confrontation in the AO occurred on June 5 and 6 at Fire Support Base Crook, eight and one-half miles northwest of Tay Ninh City.  Those two days of intense battle accounted for over 400 NVA killed in the area surrounding the fire support base.

After avoiding contact for two weeks, the enemy had finally came out of hiding on June 4.  The fortnight Charlie spent in his hole must have made him stale, for everywhere he turned Tropic Lightning was there to hit him.  Manchus from the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry engaged NVA soldiers in two battles a few miles north of the Angel’s Wing.  Second Battalion, 12th Infantry, troopers joined with elements of an ARVN unit to get a 52 body count in the Citadel.  The day-before-Crook actions cost 123 enemy lives.

Shortly after 3:00 a.m. on June 5 the NVA pushed began.  Trying in vain to reach the unreachable inner wire around Crook, the NVA soldiers hurled themselves at the base’s defenders under a screen of small arms, automatic weapons and RPG fire.  Alpha Battery, 7th Battalion, 11th Artillery and B Company, 3d Battalion, 22d Infantry were supported by Cobra gunships, Spooky, Shadow, artillery and tactical air strikes.

Although the East maintains its reputation as inscrutable; “inscrutable” would not accurately define the second NVA attack of Crook.  “Stupid” would be more like it.  The methods of attack were the same.  The defense was as stout.  The result was more—much more—of the same for the enemy.

The first night of fighting, with the 77 bodies lying outside the wire at the fire support base, was an enemy success when compared with the outcome of the following night’s fight.  Three hundred twenty-nine enemy bodies were discovered following the second Crook attack.  In successive nights of dying, two regiments of the 9th NVA Division were mangled.

A CRESCENDO for June had been reached.  Though the intensity of activity had to subside, our foe wasn’t to go into complete seclusion.

On June 8, elements of the 3/4 Cav and the 4th Battalion, 23d Infantry carried the brunt of the fighting in two separate skirmishes that cost the enemy 51 lives.  In the Boi Loi Woods on June 12, Wolfhounds of the 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry, met an enemy force and accounted for a 23 body count.

THE MIDDLE OF JUNE continued to produce moderate action.  Enemy activity had increased over the pace of the very early days of the month.  On the 13th, the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry ambushed an estimated VC company.  The result of the Bobcat attack was one fewer platoon in that company.

Contact for the next few days was sparse.  When and where the enemy would get his forces together were the questions.

The pre-dawn hours of June 19 supplied the answers.

AT FIRE SUPPORT BASE WASHINGTON, two and one-half miles north of Tay Ninh City, enemy sappers were detected.  Immediately, flares illuminated the flat marshland around Washington, pinpointing several squads attempting to make their way to the wire.  The fight exploded as artillery, air strikes and Spooky zeroed in on the enemy.

The attack on Washington was unlike the Crook action.  It lasted but two hours and was coordinated with other enemy activity.  While the Regulars were stunning the NVA at Washington north of Tay Ninh, the 3/4 Cav and the 4/9 Manchus were meeting other large units south of the provincial capital.

There is no doubt that the objective was Tay Ninh City.  But the Cav and the Manchus provided the requisite blocking force that sent their foe reeling away from them and from Tay Ninh.

The Tomahawks of the 4th Battalion (Mechanized), 23d Infantry swept through the outskirts of Tay Ninh with Regional and Popular Forces, making scattered contact.

AFTER THE ABORTIVE thrust on the 19th, the NVA crawled back to their holes.  Not until June 27 at the base of Nui Ba Den were the NVA again met in force.  That day, the Tomahawks chased their foe through a banana grove. Ninety-four enemy died.

As July [1969] nudged June [1969] into history, Tomahawks patrolled the slopes of Nui Ba Den.  Occasionally light contact was made. In the first days of July, attention was again directed to securing the area at the base of the Mountain.

	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	18-June-69
	Toan Thang
	The Battle for Fire Support Base Washington, seven miles northwest of Tay Ninh City.   Shortly before midnight, early warning devices at the FSB began to mark enemy sappers as they crept toward the FSB’s perimeter.  Within minutes flares illuminated the flat marshland, clearing defining the approaching sapper squads and enemy mortar and rockets began raining down on the fire support base being occupied by the 3/22nd Infantry [The Regulars].  The 3/22nd held off the attacking NVA, while gunships, Spooky aircraft and artillery fire pounded the NVA’s assault.  By daylight, the NVA had fled the area.

To learn more about the Battle for Fire Support Base Washington visit the 25th Aviation Battalion’s web page at http://25thaviation.org/history/id534.htm - the_battle_for_washington.


	19-June-69
	Toan Thang
	One prong of the June 19 offensive broke against the 4th Battalion Manchus as they stormed into a hot landing zone southwest of Tay Ninh City.  The enemy was spotted in the Straight Edge Woods.  Company C-4/9 was air assaulted into the area and teamed up with ARVN Marines to engage elements of the 271st and 272nd NVA Regiment who were dug-in in well-fortified positions.  B-4/9 was also called in, and was positioned as a blocking force.  Air strikes and artillery softened the resistance and the Manchus cut them down.

• 5 Bravo Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Provinces.


Manchus

Tropic Lightning News; June 30, 1969 Edition Vol. 4 No. 26:

By PFC Richard Sears
STRAIGHT EDGE WOODS—One prong of the June 19 NVA offensive broke against the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus, who stormed into a hot landing zone 10 miles southwest of Tay Ninh City.  Along with ARVN Marines, the Charlie Company Manchus killed 87 dug-in enemy soldiers.

The NVA were in fortified positions with thick overhead cover in the Straight Edge Woods, an area from which the enemy has often built up and launched his forces in the past.

The Manchus ran into heavy hostile fire and backed off slightly to call in air strikes.  After airborne ordnance had blasted the hostile landscape, Charlie Company and the ARVN Marines swept into the wood line.

“We advanced in with our M-16s blazing, throwing grenades into bunkers, blowing Charlie in place,” said Specialist 4 Dene Morris of Los Angeles.  “I really felt proud of the company.”

After six hours of hard fighting the enemy was driven out into an open field where the Manchus’ Bravo Company had set up a blocking force.  Caught between two fires, the enemy force, with the choice of running or waiting to be killed, dissolved.

Major Harry D. Ray, better known to his men as the Mad Manchu, allowed as how they had turned it into a regular turkey shoot.  “The men kept the pressure on all day,” he added.

The Manchus captured one .51 caliber machinegun and destroyed three others in their advance through the enemy complex.  They also policed up two Chicom light machineguns, 10 RPG launchers and 40 RPG rounds.
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	1). Shortly after midnight, Thursday, the 3rd Battalion, 88th Regiment, 9th NVA Division assaults Fire Support Base Washington. 3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regulars with the guns of the 1/27 Artillery crush the assault.

2). As the fight at Washington continues, a small force from the 88th Regiment attempts to move toward Tay Ninh where it is trapped, and destroyed by Charlie Company, 4th Battalion 23rd Infantry and elements of the 6th ARVN Airborne.

3). Elements of the 271st NVA Regiment attempt to move north toward Tay Ninh City but are intercepted and driven back by soldiers of the 6th ARVN Airborne Battalion.

4). A second thrust is attempted one mile southeast, where the enemy is routed and a large number of his forces killed by the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry with elements of the 6th ARVN Recon Co, and the 6th RVN Marines.

5). A Kit Carson scout informs the 3/4 Cav of the position of local VC and NVA forces later identified as Dl, and D14 Battalions.  The Cav moves in with the 276th RF Company and routs the enemy forces, cutting deeply into their personnel and equipment.


	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	27-June-69
	Toan Thang
	● 1 Bravo Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Binh Duong Province.

	30-June-69
	Toan Thang
	Delta Company at Tay Ninh Base Camp—had left FSB Stoneman.

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (10/11//2000)
Help!  I’m looking for a picture.  It would have been at Tay Ninh Base Camp before June 30, 1969.  It was a picture of the “soda shack” in Alpha Company’s camp area when the Battalion was on the northern side of the base camp.  The front of the shack had Manchu on it, over a painting of a scantily clad woman.  I believe it may have been “Little Orphan Fanny”.  I can’t believe I was the only one who took a picture of it; my picture is too blurry to make out what it is.  If anyone has a picture of this, I’d like to hear from you.

This would have to be someone who came into country after our mother, “The Army”, decided that we grunts could imbibe in sodas and small amounts of alcohol, eat an occasional warm meal, sleep on a cot (in a tent of course), and still remain “A Lean, Mean, Fighting Machine”.  Unlike our predecessors who ate C’s, drank only iodine water and always slept standing up in a foxhole, that wouldn’t have made me “lean and mean”—that would have made me mad!  Endnote:  I’m confused—I’m wondering whom Terry’s is talking about?  Must have been Willy Dixson’s crew?


Tropic Lightning News,

(Articles from the July 1969 Editions)

July 7, 1969 Edition, Vol. 3 No. 27:
Manchus Batter NVA Ambushers

TAY NINH - What started as a routine ambush patrol by the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry turned into a fierce battle recently when the small enemy platoon the Manchus attacked turned out to be a security element from a nearby enemy base camp.  An estimated battalion of NVA defended the camp.  Forty-five enemy soldiers were killed.

Charlie Company surprised 30 North Vietnamese soldiers in the Renegade Woods southeast of Tay Ninh City.  But within seconds after the initial contact, the Manchus came under intense artillery and machine gun fire from the enemy bunkers.

Gunships were immediately called in to protect the pinned down Manchus and the enemy was soon bombarded by heavy artillery fire from Fire Support Bases Stoneman and Sedgewick II.  Further help was provided by Delta Company of the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry and air strikes by Air Force Phantom jets.

By early evening the enemy force had been routed and the two infantry companies swept into the enemy base camp, destroying what remained of the North Vietnamese fighting positions.  Caches of rocket-propelled grenades and 107mm rockets were found while the Manchus were clearing out the area.

Later sweeps of the base camp turned up seven AK-47 rifles, one .30 caliber machine gun, and one RPG launcher.

July 21, 1969 Edition, Vol. 3 No. 29:

Body Count One Huge Snake

A Tropic Lightning forward Observer team for the 7th Battalion, 11th Artillery, working with Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, returned from a sweep in the southern edge of the Renegade Woods with a confirmed body count of one big snake.  It was a 12-foot long boa constrictor that weighed approximately 75 pounds.  The snake emerged from a hole directly in the path of the soldiers.  Posing [in a photograph] with their “catch”, are from left to right Specialist Four Tom Belew of St. Louis, Sergeant Dale Clifton of Goodland, Ind., and Lieutenant Fisher of Midland, Tex.

Civic Action Fights Charlie and Other Rats

By PFC Robert Stephens
TAY NINH—A combined civic action program by the U.S. Army and Navy, Vietnamese Regional Forces and Tay Ninh Providence Hospital officials took place recently in the small village of Tien Thom in the 1st Brigade’s area of operation.

Less than a kilometer away from the Cambodian border in an area known as the “Angel’s Wing,” Tien Thom had previously been unable to receive any medical aid because of concentrated enemy activities in the vicinity.

“I’ve seen the plague here, and these people really need help,” said Captain Thomas Thurman, of North English, Iowa, medical officer for the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus.  “Every year when the rainy season starts, rats are driven from their holes to higher ground, and they present a real danger - especially to small children.”
Nurses were brought up the Oriental River from Go Dau Ha to a spot near Tien Thom on an armored troop carrier boat of the Navy’s River Assistance unit number 13.  A truck took the party the rest of the way while a Manchu unit stood by to make sure that no harm came to the civilian nurses.  The 3d Battalion, Vietnamese Regional Forces provided additional protection.

During the day, the nurses gave about 300 shots.  Meanwhile, Captain George H. Dias Jr., of Fayetteville, N.C., the Manchus’ S-5 officer, supervised the distribution of candy, caps and pictures to all the children who braved the needle.

First Lieutenant Lesley A. Witmer of Leolla, Pa., 1st Brigade assistant S-5 officer, commented, “The participation we’ve had today is just amazing.  The security in this area is low and there have been lots of problems, but after today I’m sure the people will be willing to help us all that they can.”
Late in the afternoon the party returned to the river where the Sea Bees were waiting to take them back to Go Dau Ha.

Co-operation between various allied elements from Tay Ninh province has made it possible for most people in Tien Thom to live through the rainy season without fear of the plague.
July 28, 1969 Edition, Vol. 3 No. 30:

Manchus Foreclose On Cong’s Estate

By PFC Richard Sears
TAY NINH—While on a sweep eight miles south of Tay Ninh City, soldiers from Bravo Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, located and destroyed a huge enemy bunker complex containing more than 100 bunkers.  The complex lay deep in the triple-canopied Straight Edge Woods.

The bunkers looked as though they had been built within 48 hours of their discovery by the Tropic Lightning soldiers.  They were totally deserted.  Strewn throughout the area were empty fish cans, cigarette butts, plastic nose protectors from RPG rounds, and clothing.

The Manchus of the 4/9th flew into the area on an eagle flight to the northern edge of the woods, where they began chopping their way into the dense jungle.  The troopers first located fresh fighting positions, and as they pushed on, they uncovered the bunkers.

There were eight command bunkers, measuring 10 feet by 10 feet and eight feet deep.  The other bunkers were two feet by four feet and all had heavy overhead cover.  Also each bunker had a five-foot tunnel leading into it.

“Engineers working with the battalion blew as many of the bunkers as they could in the time we had,” said Lieutenant Colonel John R. Randolph of Columbus, Ga., “but it was just too big for them to finish before our eagle flight was to pick us up.”

Air strikes and artillery worked over the area the rest of the night, and the complex was fully destroyed.

VC Lose Big Ammo, Rice Cache

TAY NINH—Working separately in areas south of Tay Ninh, two companies from the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, found caches in enemy bunkers that included rice and ammunition.

Charlie Company of the 4/9 Manchus found the first cache while on a sweep near Fire Support Base Stoneman, 16 miles southeast of Tay Ninh City.  The find included a ton and a half of rice.

“I never saw so much rice in all my life,” commented Private First Class David J. Guest of Medford, N.J.

The cache also contained forty-eight 60mm mortar rounds, twenty-four 82mm mortar rounds, two hundred and fifty .51 caliber machine gun rounds and five RPG rounds.

Across the Vam Co Dong River, Alpha Company Manchus chopping through the Renegade Woods found a battalion-size bunker complex.  The largest bunker measured 20 feet by 20 feet, with 18 inches of overhead cover.  It was six feet deep.  There were 135 smaller bunkers, most measuring approximately five feet by five feet.  They were scattered throughout the area.

A Steel Pot Does Work
Private First Class Charles Crawford, from Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus received a hole in his steel pot from an AK round during a firefight 15 miles southwest of Tay Ninh City.  Crawford, a Tampa, Fla., native, is alive today because he used the proper equipment.

NVA Recon Captain Killed

Tropic Lighting News, 25th Infantry Division, Vietnam

Vol. 4, No. 31, August 4, 1969

TAY NINH—A captain of the Recon Company of the 88th NVA Regiment was killed by Alpha and Delta Company of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus on the chopper pad near Fire Support Base Sedgwick II.

Movement was spotted just after midnight.  A small group of NVA were first seen by men on a listening post outside the wire.  Immediately the news was called into the company command post and the men were told to come inside the wire.

After all LP personnel were safely in the wire, 81mm mortars and small arms fire ripped apart the still night air.  A blanket of accurate fire was laid down in the area where movement had been spotted.  After it was lifted, there was no more visible movement for the remainder of the night.

The next morning, two bodies were found on the chopper pad, about 300 meters from the last wire.  One body was identified by papers he carried as a captain of the Recon Company of the 88th NVA Regiment.

Other papers were found in the captain’s possession, including maps and diagrams of the location and layout of Sedgwick II and also of the nearby village of Ben Cau with its ARVN compound.

Battalion Commander Lieutenant Colonel John R. Randolph of Columbus, Ga., commented on the action:  “I believe the entire Recon Company was sent out to explore the area for a larger group of NVA which was dug-in in the Renegade Woods.”

All Vietnamese Join In Defense of Fatherland

Tropic Lighting News, 25th Infantry Division, Vietnam

Vol. 4, No. 31, August 4, 1969
TAY NINH—In the first action of its kind, men of Bravo Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, combined efforts with the Vietnamese Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) in the area to spend three days and nights combing the southern edge of the Renegade Woods south of Tay Ninh City.

The CIDG is made up entirely of volunteers who wish to rid their area of Viet Cong and North Vietnamese infiltrators.  They have no time obligation and can quit whenever they want.  The 4/9 Manchus gained new respect for the CIDG during the three-day operation.

On the first day, Bravo Company and the CIDG went by eagle flight to the edge of the woods.  The first lift assaulted the thick wood line.  From there, the Manchus and Vietnamese soldiers chopped their way through heavy jungle to their rendezvous point.

Six ambush patrols were sent out each night, one from the Manchus, one from the CIDG, and four combined groups.  Soon after the ambush patrols had gone out the second night, Viet Cong moved in and tried to surround the combined command post.  Captain Hai of the CIDG went out with four of his men to gain reconnaissance information on enemy locations and strength.  At least a platoon dug-in and “ready to fight” was reported by Hai.

Artillery forward observer First Lieutenant Don Bradley of Peoria, Ill., dropped artillery to within 100 yards of the command post on information given him by the CIDG commander.

“I knew it was close so l told everyone to stay low and then I put it right where the Vietnamese had spotted the enemy,” said Bradley.  The allied troops found dug-in enemy positions the next morning right where the artillery had landed.  The enemy had been driven off.

Captain Ronald J Cabral of Fall River, Mass, commanding officer of Bravo Company had high praise for his CIDG allies.  “They were about as aggressive as any group over here,” he said.  “During the three-day operation they would go out of their way to make contact.”

“It really gives you a good feeling to see these Vietnamese beside you day and night; it really makes you see that the people are with you, because you know they are volunteers,” added Staff Sergeant Leonard V. Simpson of Antioch, Calif., platoon leader for Bravo Company.
	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	07-Jul-69
	Toan Thang
	Excerpt from the Tropic Lightning News, Vol. 4 No. 27, Dated July 7, 1969:  The Year That Was…Last year at this time…the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Manchus had returned to Tay Ninh for their first stand-down in 65 days after killing more than 500 enemy soldiers during operations near Saigon.  Note:  They must be talking about the June 14-17, 1968 stand-down at Tay Ninh, before being OPCON’ed again [on June 18] to the 2nd Brigade and sent back down to the Hoc Mon-Saigon area for another long stretch.

	20-Jul-69
	-
	Apollo 11 First Man on the Moon.  Astronaut Neil Armstrong stepped onto the surface of the moon and uttered those now famous words, “That’s one small step for a man, and one giant leap for mankind.”

	29-Jul-69
	Toan Thang
	Mike Smith, Delta Co., 1969-70 (3/16/2001)

The daily journals I got from the National Archives shows Delta was at FSB Stoneman (replaced by Alpha) on July 29, and [then] went to Tay Ninh on July 30th….

	05-Aug-69
	Toan Thang
	● 1 Bravo Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Bing Duong Province.

Rita Adams, Wife of Stan Adams, Bravo Co. 1968-69 (2/13/2004)

On August 5, 1969, shrapnel wounded Stan in the arm and leg when FO LT Don Bradley called artillery in on top of Bravo Company in the Boi Loi Woods when they were having a firefight with the VC.
Tropic Lightning News

August 4, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 31

TAY NINH—Operating 10 miles south of Tay Ninh City, Bravo Company of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, discovered a large cache containing equipment, clothing, grenades, small arms, mortars and rice.  The body of an NVA soldier, killed 24 hours earlier, lay on a stretcher beside the cache.

Bravo Company was on a patrol in the northern sector of the dense Straight Edge Woods.  “We worked our way up to check out a .51 caliber machine gun position and we saw all kinds of stuff inside and outside the bunker,” commented Private First Class Lofton Hollomon of Jackson, Tenn.  “There were enough arms and equipment to supply quite a few enemy operating in the area.”

“We must have put some NVA supply sergeant out of a job,” said Hollomon.

	11-Aug-69
	Toan Thang
	● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province.


	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	17-Aug-69
	Toan Thang
	● 1 Delta Manchu Warrior (Douglas Wilmer Wilkie) remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province out of Fire Support Base Saint Barbara (the French Fort).

Alpha Manchus Repel Sappers

Tropic Lightning News; Sept 1, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 35
By PFC Richard Sears
TAY NINH (17-Aug-69]—Driving off a fierce, pre-dawn sapper attack on their position, men of Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, killed 21 North Vietnamese soldiers.

The battle took place 10 mites northeast of Tay Ninh City at Fire Support Base Saint Barbara, the “French Fort.”

Action started shortly after 3:00 a.m. during a heavy morning rain.  The sound of rocket-propelled grenades and incoming mortars broke through the drone of the downpour.  Taking cover in bunkers, the 4/9 Manchus kept a careful vigil on the tall, thick grass in front of the bunker line.

Soon after the initial barrage, NVA sappers burst out of the grass and stormed the berm, tossing grenades and satchel charges as they charged.  Most of the enemy grenades and satchel charges were thrown back at the sappers.

The enemy tried to come over the high northeast wall of the fire support base, built on the site of a French fort during the colonial era.  None of them got any further than the top of the wall before being blown off by the accurate firepower of the Manchus.

“The enemy got on the top of the bunker line but that was as far as he got.  I saw one on top of my bunker and immediately shot him, throwing him back outside the perimeter,” commented platoon leader First Lieutenant Shane M. Davis of Kansas City, Mo.

At break of dawn the battle was over.  Twenty-one North Vietnamese, all members of sapper teams, lay dead around the perimeter.

“The men fought hard.  These sapper teams are well trained and tough,” said Alpha Company commander, Captain Freddie Capps Jr., of Tucson, Ariz.

When a sweep was conducted, the Manchus found two AK47 assault rifles, two RPG launchers and six RPG rounds.  They also picked up five satchel charges that never got to their intended targets. [END]
Accounts of Those Who Remember

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co., 1969-70 (2/26/2001)

Hey Mike [Smith]:  I was wondering about the night you where hit [wounded] at the French Fort?  Any details that you can provide would be appreciated.  I'm not sure we were with you that night.

In reading my letters home, I had burnt my hand on the 19th of August at the French Fort.  I was trying to put the pin back in a trip-flare (don't try this at home).  Anyway, I remember that we were near the front gate (facing Nui Ba Din).  While we were there this time, we were attacked.  I was on the north wall at the back of the Fort.  These were definitely two different times, so I'm thinking we must have come in after you got hit.

Mike Smith, Delta Co., 1969-70 (2/26/2001)

Terry:  To the best of my recall it was the night Doug Wilkie (medic) was killed.  That was Aug 17, 1969.  That also seems to fit your remembrance of you getting burned on the 19th, a few days after the attack.  Anyway, I believe both Charlie and Delta Companies were there [at the French Fort] at the time.

Daniel Reedy Barnes, Alpha Co., 1969-70 (11/20/2003)

I was the Platoon Sergeant of 1st Platoon, Alpha Company, the night of the attack on the French Fort.  We were sent into French that night to take the place of the 27th Wolfhounds.  Around 2:30 a.m. Capt. Capps called my bunker to have me bring in the O.P.  I told him we had none out at the time.  The gunner on the quad-50 had spotted what he thought was our O.P. group.  I told the Captain if there was movement it had to be the enemy.  About fifteen minutes later it started.  I’ll never forget that night.

Daniel Reedy Barnes, Alpha Co., 1969-70 (11/21/03)

You are right; the medic [“Doc” Doug Wilkie] that got killed that night had extended for 90 days so he could ETS when he got back to the states.

	19-Aug-69
	Toan Thang
	Company A-4/9 at patrol base Saint Barbara, the “French Fort”; the location of the rest of the Battalion not known.

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co., 1969-70 (2/26/2001)

Bob [Kalainoff]:  On 19-Aug-69, the day I burned my hand, the company was moving out, probably on a bushmaster, maybe just a patrol.  Anyway, they had a dog handler with them.  My squad was on point, and the dog and its handler and a point man got hit.  Not sure now whether the dog and handler were WIA or KIA, but I know the point man was WIA.  That would have been me, were it not for the burn—one of several fortunate misfortunes during my tour.

Right now I have 3 letters to send out to a guy who was wounded beside me, the night we were attacked at the French Fort.  If one of these guys answers me I should be able to come up with a date, because he would have gotten his Purple Heart then.

	22-Aug-69
	Toan Thang
	Company D-4/9 at patrol base Saint Barbara, the “French Fort”; the location of the rest of the Battalion not known.

Mike Smith, Delta Co., 1969-70 (3/16/2001)

The daily journals I got from the National Archives…show Delta at French Fort on August 22, and back at Tay Ninh on September 2.  I do not have all the dates in between.

Bob Kalainoff, Delta Co., 1968-69 (2/26/2001)

Mike and Terry, for what it’s worth 3rd Platoon of Delta was at the French Fort on August 28, 29, 30 and 31.  I don’t remember any casualties or action then, but around the 1st of August I know we were on river boats, so I’m thinking  (this is real dangerous territory) there could have been platoon-size operations going on also.  My Diary is sketchy, but I have us on bush operations August 24 to August 28 and it seems that was company-sized.  I remember a dog and handler [KIA] moving out on one of those mornings.

	25-Aug-69
	-
	Bravo Manchus Open Travel Lodge East

Tropic Lightning News; August 25, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 34

By PFC Richard W. Spears

TAY NINH—New York has its Waldorf-Astoria, Chicago its Hilton and Miami has its Fontainebleau.  Now Bravo Company’s area, in the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Manchus’ section of Tay Ninh base camp, has its Travel Lodge East.

The men of Bravo Company recently opened the lodge as a base camp rest and relaxation area.  It sports a regulation-sized pool table, a television set and four sleeping rooms featuring beds with clean white sheets and overhead fans.

Bravo men in from the field for appointments, one-day stand-downs or to go on leave or R&R stay in the Travel Lodge East.

The lodge was dedicated by Bravo Company’s commanding officer, Captain Ronald J. Cabral of Fall River, Mass.

“This building will have a plaque with the names of those men who have died in action with the Bravo Company Manchus,” said Cabral.  “That’s one way to show our appreciation for what they have given in many instances to save men who will stay here.”

Cabral initiated action that brought Bravo’s Travel Lodge East into existence [and Specialist 4 Dave Boatwright of Lexington, Okla., was the designer and builder of the Lodge].

	04-Sep-69
	-
	Radio Hanoi announces the death of Ho Chi Minh.

	06-Sep-69
	Toan Thang
	● C-4/9 on stand down (at Tay Ninh Holiday Inn).

Rookie Walks Point, Learns Job Fast

Tropic Lightning News; Sept 8, 1969 Edition, Vol. 4 No. 36

By PFC Richard Sears
TAY NINH - What’s it like to walk point and get into a firefight after only one week in the field?  Private First Class Mike Bowman of Philadelphia, Pa., of the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry can tell you.

Bravo Company Manchus had been heliifted to a northern area of the Boi Loi Woods and no sooner had Bowman stretched out his legs the company received hostile fire from a nearby wood line.  The company hit the ground and Bowman heard his platoon sergeant ask him if he had seen where the shots came from.  He said he had, so he low-crawled to a clump of bamboo near the suspected position.

“I made my way to the position through the tall grass and when I got there I spread the bamboo and found that I was looking straight into an NVA bunker,” Bowman said.  “Then out of nowhere Charlie jumped up right in front of me.  I kept looking at him, not believing what I saw.  I could almost reach out and touch him.”
THE ENEMY SOLDIER reacted and raised his rifle and Bowman quickly decided to leave.  He let the bamboo go and watched it hit the enemy in the face.  He then scrambled back toward his platoon to report.

On his way back he heard the AK fire and bullets flying all around him, but the tall grass prevented the enemy from taking accurate aim.  “I stopped crawling when I heard a grenade land.  When it went off I moved faster than I ever thought I could,” Bowman said.

He then realized he had crawled right out of his pistol belt leaving himself without grenades.  The platoon sergeant was shouting to see if Bowman was all right, but he couldn’t answer because the enemy soldier would have heard him.

IN THE MEANTIME, the rest of the platoon had spotted the bunker and put heavy fire into it, killing the enemy rifleman.  When the Manchus located Bowman they found a pretty shook-up and exhausted individual.

After gathering his equipment, Bowman rode back to the fire support base with a faint smile on his lips.  “So that’s what a fire fight is like in Vietnam,” he said.

	13-Sep-69
	Toan Thang
	Charlie Company’s company commander injured by a short round—fired off by 105-artillery battery as blocking fire.

	16-Sep-69
	-
	President Nixon reveals a plan to withdraw an additional 35,000 men from combat operations in South Vietnam.

	23-Sep-69
	Toan Thang
	Company A-4/9 OPCON’ed to the Triple Deuces (2/22nd Mechanized Infantry).  B-4/9 moved from conducting night ambush patrols into FSB Sedgwick and conducted a stand-down.  C-4/9 conducted a combat assault and ground reconnaissance.  D-4/9 conducted combined Eagle Flights with one South Vietnamese Regional Force company.  Recon Platoon conducts Road Runner operations.

● 1 Charlie Manchu Warrior remembered this day.

	27-Sep-69
	Toan Thang
	Company A-4/9’s CP [command post] reports that their sniper (SP4 Starks) knocked down one VC at a range of 100 meters.  A patrol was sent to investigate, and picked up a VC WIA in a spider hole with an AK-47.

	29-Sep-69
	Toan Thang
	General Henderson and Colonel Tyler arrive today to attend awards ceremony at Sedgewick.

Company C-4/9 engaged VC in a firefight, killing 6 VC KIA (five by Charlie Company and one by Diamond Head aircraft).

	30-Sep-69
	-
	The United States and Thai government announce a planned withdrawal of 6,000 Americans, mostly airmen station in Thailand.

	08-Oct-69
	-
	Souvanna Phouma requests increased American aid to meet heavier Communist pressure in Laos.

	16-Oct-69
	Toan Thang
	Company D-4/9’s LZ insertion hot (vic XT187314).  One man wounded on the LZ by M79 fire, with shrapnel wound to the chest—individual evacuate by lift chopper to Tay Ninh base camp.  Company A-4/9 executes night ambush resulting in 9 VC KIA; Nighthawk light fire team and flare-ship called in to assist.

4/9 Troop Movements for this Day, from Daily Journal Log:

Co. A –4/9 OPCON to 2/22 (Mech) Inf. Bn.

Co. B-4/9 Move from night ambushes into FSB Sedgwich and conduct stand down.  Conduct night ambushes in area indicated.
Co. C-4/9 Conduct combat assault and ground recon as indicated.
Co. D-4/9 Conduct combined Eagle Flights with one RF company as indicated.
Recon Platoon-4/9 Conduct Road Runner mission.

Ron Caroon, Bravo Co. 1969-70 (2/27/2001)

Willy, I was looking for information on operations in the Boi Loi Woods from Oct 1 thru Oct 15, 1969.  Bravo Company would have been on a continuing ambush operation during that time.  I was involved in it, but my memory is pretty weak as to any details.  I do know there were contacts made, but nothing big as I remember it.  Seems like Charlie or Delta Company was in there before us.  Any information would be appreciated.

Ron Caroon, Bravo Co. 1969-70 (2/27/2001)

Thanks for the map.  I could have my wife dig out my papers to make sure, but I think it was the night of the October 15 that Denny and I were injured in an accident with a claymore, and it seems like Bravo Company went to the "rear" (not sure where the rear was) for possibly a stand-down.  Denny and I were medi-vac out on the 15th to Long Binh.

Seems like we had been working night ambushes for at least two weeks, before I was injured.  I recall making contact four times, all small.  Also remember the night I fired a M-79 round that splashed back at us, and our Scout lost his eye and one of the M-60 gunners got a piece of shrapnel in his back.

The night before Denny and I were injured, our LT kind came unglued and the doctor had to give him something so he could get through the night.  I believe he was shipped back to the States shortly after that.

I was in Cam Rahn Bay for the following month, so I have no idea what went on after my injury.  I pretty much lost track of everyone on the line from then on.

The body count was small during the two-week operation.  The operation my not have been in the Boi Loi Woods, as there were times they took you places that you didn’t know where you were, but it seems like it was the Boi Loi Woods.  I do remember that we were between the Cambodia border and an area that was being roam plowed.

Also the night before I was injured, we took 50-cal splash from a firefight that a Mech Company, guarding the plows, was in.  The Mech unit might have been the 2/22nd Infantry or the 2/27th Infantry.  Following the Mech unit’s contact, we blew our ambush and it was after that that the LT started having problems.  The night that I fired the M-79, a body count was confirmed and possibly two more.  And the night before I was injured, there were possibly some NVA wounded.  There was contact on at least two other times, but I have no idea if we did any good.

	Month of November 1969
	Toan Thang
	Tropic Lighting News (28-Sept-70, Vol. 5 No. 37)

During the month of November [1969], the Manchu Battalion closed down all their existing fire support bases and became completely mobile.  The first outstanding operation of the new year [4-Jan-70, Operation Cliff Dweller] placed Alpha Company under the operational control of the 3/22nd Infantry on the slopes of Nui Ba Den.  By acting as a blocking force, the Alpha Manchus took part in an operation that virtually stymied the Tet Offensive in Tay Ninh Province….

	02-Nov-69
	Toan Thang
	● 1 Bravo Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province.

	03-Nov-69
	Toan Thang (Tay Ninh BC)
	Company B-4/9 engaged seven VC to their front with organic weapons fire, resulting in 3 VC KIA 7 to 10 meters from their ambush site.  The other four VC escaped to the east.  D-4/9’s ambush patrol reports engaging two VC moving north to south with organic weapons and claymore mine fire, resulting in 1 VC KIA and 1 VC WIA.

	15-Nov-69
	-
	“Moratorium”: massive anti-war demonstrations in USA.

	18-Nov-69
	Toan Thang (Tay Ninh BC)
	An element of the 4/9 CRIP Platoon made contract, resulting in 2 US WIA.  One of the CRIP’s stepped on an anti-personnel mine—later dusted-off with chest wounds, and the other wounded CRIP required no dust-off.

	22-Nov-69
	Toan Thang (Tay Ninh BC)
	Message from Colonel Tyler to all 4/9 Battalion commanders:  “This morning the Commanding General said the 1st Brigade had ten contacts on 21-November with negative body count.  This sounds like poor squad and platoon execution.  We are leaving a bad impression.  The only way we can prove we are good is by killing the enemy.” 

Company B-4/9’s ambush patrol sprung an ambush on a squad-size VC force that walked as close as ten meters into their ambush site.  The VC did not return fire; 1 VC KIA reported at this time.

	23-Nov-69
	Toan Thang (Tay Ninh BC)
	Company D-4/9’s sniper position engaged a 10 to 15 man VC patrol moving north to south on a trail (vic XT508380).  Delta’s snipers dropped the three VC on the point, as well as two VC in the main body.  2 VC KIA from the initial engagement have been confirmed at this time.

	24-Nov-69
	Toan Thang (Tay Ninh BC)
	B-4/9 requested urgent dust-off for one litter patient and one ambulatory with shrapnel wounds inflicted by booby trap (vic XT285323).

	26-Nov-69
	Toan Thang (Tay Ninh BC)
	At 1755 hours, D-4/9 credited with 2 VC KIA by small arms and 90mm fire.

	27-Nov-69
	Toan Thang
	Thanksgiving 1969

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (11/23/1999)

Don’t remember Thanksgiving meal ’69, but hot meals in the field rings a bell.  What I do remember is the Army-Navy game.  I think it was Thanksgiving weekend.  The Army was diving over a Navy base on the river, with a chopper dropping leaflets about the game and it crashed.  Don’t remember whether anyone was killed or injured, or whether it even happened for sure.

Tom Beers, Delta Co. 1969-70 (11/24/1999)

Delta Company’s ’69 Thanksgiving was a hot meal in the bush with all the trimmings—best meal going.

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (11/29/1999)

I remember the ’69 meal too.  Really was a great change from C’s and LRRP’s.  Seems like we also had 55-gallon drums of ice with white and chocolate milk.

	05-Dec-69
	Toan Thang (Tay Ninh BC)
	Company D-4/9 engaged three VC (vic XT295268) moving north, 100 meters south of Delta’s location.  A sweep of the area uncovered 2 VC KIA.  

	07-Dec-69
	Toan Thang (Tay Ninh BC)
	Company B-4/9 engaged three VC within 10 meters on their location, resulting in 2 VC KIA and the capture of two AK47’s.  The enemy did not return fire.

	15-Dec-69
	-
	President Nixon announces that an additional 50,000 Americans will be withdrawn from South Vietnam by April 15, 1970.

	18-Dec-69
	-
	Congress prohibits the use of the Department of Defense’s current budget appropriations to introduce American ground troops into Laos or Thailand.

	21-Dec-69
	-
	Thailand announces plans to withdraw its 12,000-man contingent from South Vietnam.  South Korea will maintain its 50,000-man forces.  The Filipino non-combatant troops have already departed South Vietnam.

	25-Dec-69
	Toan Thang
	Bob Hope’s USO Show held at Cu Chi, around Christmas.
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	26-Dec-69
	Toan Thang
	● 2 Alpha Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province.

	27-Dec-69
	Toan Thang
	● 1 Alpha Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province.


	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	31-Dec-69
	-
	US troop strength in South Vietnam is 474,000.

Top 20 Hits of 1969:

1. Sugar Sugar, Archies

2. Aquarius / Let The Sunshine In, Fifth Dimension

3. I Can’t Get Next To You, Temptations

4. Honky Tonk Women, Rolling Stones

5. Everyday People, Sly & The Family Stone

6. Dizzy, Tommy Roe

7. Hot Fun In The Summertime, Sly & The Family Stone

8. I’ll Never Fall In Love Again, Tom Jones

9. Build Me Up Buttercup, Foundations

10. Crimson and Clover, Tommy James & The Shondells

11. One, Three Dog Night

12. Crystal Blue Persuasion, Tommy James & The Shondells

13. Hair, Cowsills

14. Too Busy Thinking About My Baby, Marvin Gaye

15. Love Theme From Romeo & Juliet, Henry Mancini & Orch.

16. Get Together, Youngbloods

17. Grazin’ In The Grass, Friends of Distinction

18. Suspicious Mind, Elvis Presley

19. Proud Mary, Creedence Clearwater Revival

20. What Does It Take (To Win Your Love), Jr. Walker & The All Stars
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