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Our Manchu Diary is a soldiers’ journal covering the time that we, the “Manchus” of the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry “Tropic Lightning” Division, served in South Vietnam.  The Diary covers the years 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969 and 1970.  It contains our day-to-day troop movements, field operations, battles, combat casualties, and remembrances of those who served in Vietnam as a Manchu, as well as web-page links to articles and recollections written by others.

The entries contained in this Diary come from several sources: 25th Infantry Division Combat Operations After Action Reports; the 4/9th Infantry Manchu (Vietnam) Association’s continual research project for our missing casualties; LTC John Henchman’s My Recollections; newspaper articles from past issues of the 25th Infantry Division’s Tropic Lightning News; and the memories of those of us who were there, taken from past email messages stored at the Manchus’ message archives.  In addition, a many heart-felt thanks and gratitude goes to Ame Dittmann for sharing with us a collection of her uncle’s “Letters Home” (from Spec-4 Richard Craig Stevens, Bravo Company KIA on November 23, 1968), which is also included.

Unfortunately, our MANCHU Diary is not a complete record of our unit’s entire time in Vietnam.  There are many gaps, an incomplete list of our casualties and other information, which we hope to fill-in over time as more information is found or made available.

Willie Gin

Alpha 4/9, 2nd Platoon

July 1967-68

A Word About Our Manchu Casualty List
TO: 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Regiment Manchus

DATED:  August 9, 1999

This is just an update to let you all know how the search for Manchu casualties is going.

First, let me thank all of you for your help with this project.  Without your contributions we would not be where we are today.  We started with 48 known Manchu dead, but with your help we have been able to identify 362 Manchus [to date] who died in Vietnam.  The personal remembrances and rosters or orders passed on to me have helped tremendously in pulling together this piece of our common history.  We have also received significant help from a gentleman named Richard Coffelt, a Korean-era veteran, who is deeply involved in similar research for the Vietnam War.  His goal is to account for all the casualties with regard to their company, battalion, regiment and division of assignment.  I’ve been receiving his help and guidance since we posted our “In Memoriam” web page (http://www.manchu.org/memorial/introduction.htm) on Memorial Day of 1999.
Three hundred and sixty-two (362) names on “The Wall” have been identified as Manchus.  To me it is a staggering number.  Unfortunately, it is far from complete.  Mr. Coffelt has said that, based on his research, there could be another 75 to 100 names to add to the list if the Manchus casualty rate is what he expects.  I don’t know if the final tally will be higher or lower than the “average” his research has found.  Logic tells me, though, that many more names will eventually find their way to our list.

Here is why.  Our very incomplete records show only 12 casualties suffered in 1969, and 22 in 1970.  I believe the figures for casualties in all four years of our Battalion’s involvement are incomplete, and the figures for ’69 and ’70 are especially suspect.

Much of this can be attributed to the fact that we have very few Online Manchus from those years.  Since we are relying mostly on our collective memories, along with rosters, orders and the like, AND since most of the Online Manchus served in ’67 and ’68 those years are the most complete.  The problem is we have very little to draw on from other years.  I hope that as we continue to build a base of Manchus who find us on the Internet and elsewhere, this project will eventually account for all those Manchus lost in the war.

At the risk of sounding too much like the pestering old fuddy-duddy I’ve become, if we don’t do it, then who will?

Keep Up the Fire,

Larry James

President, 4/9th Infantry Manchu (Vietnam) Association

Manchu Casualties Updated 5/30/2004:  A total of 426 names have been identified.

Strength of a Manchu Rifle Company

The assigned strength of a rifle company was 160 men.  The field strength was about 100.  You had those in the hospital, those on R&R, those on emergency leave, plus those assigned to the rear, supply, cooks, mechanics, drivers, clerks, and commo.  The turnover did not include just the KIA.  As many WIA were also evacuated.  There were also infusions programs where we sent soldiers to new units.  They passed thru our companies.

With a year rotation, we lost one 12th of our company every month.  With casualties and emergencies, we probably lost more than ten percent every month.  That means at least 15 new FNG every month in a typical company.  That is just one company, one without a lot of casualties.  A lot of people passed through the Manchus; more than 1,500 per year.  My guess would be around 7,000 to 8,000 [Manchus served] over a 5-year period.

Al Baker (3/06/2001)

Bravo Co., Company Commander, 1967-68
Vietnam Era “Manchu” Battalion Commanders

(This May Not Be a Complete List)

•  LTC Shepherd A. Booth, Jr. (29-Apr-66 to date unknown)

•  LTC Robert Hyatt (date range unknown other than 1967)

•  LTC Stanley Converse (date unknown to 30-Sept-67)

•  LTC John M. Henchman (01-Oct-67 to 02-Mar-68)

•  LTC Richard R. Simpson (03-Mar-68 to Aug-68)

•  LTC Leo L. Wilson (Aug-68 to Dec-68)

•  LTC John R. Randolph (date range unknown other than Jun-69)

•  LTC Forrest S. Rittgers, Jr. (01-Feb-70 to 11-Apr-70)

•  LTC Robert W. Walsh (12-Apr-70 to 19-Sept-70)

•  LTC Harry J. Thompson (20 Aug-70 to 31-Oct-70)

Manchus In Vietnam

The main body of the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry “Manchu” Regiment arrived in the Republic of South Vietnam on April 29, 1966, and left December 8, 1970 after 4 years and 6 months of combat duty.

Having participated in all twelve of the 25th Infantry Division’s campaigns, the 4th Battalion Manchus added 12 campaign streamers to the 9th Infantry’s Regimental Colors, for combat operations in the Republic of South Vietnam.

Presidential Unit Citations (4) Awarded While in Vietnam
• Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm (1966-68).

• Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm (1968-70).

• Presidential Unit Citation: Company B-4/9 (05-January 1968).

• Presidential Unit Citation: Company C-4/9 (24-26 April 1969).
Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients (3)
• SFC Maximo Yabes; Company A-4/9, near Phu Hoa Dong, February 26, 1967. http://www.manchu.org/memorial/memories.php3?UID=319
• 1LT Ruppert L. Sargent; Company B-4/9, Hau Nghia Province, March 15, 1967.

http://www.manchu.org/memorial/memories.php3?UID=246
• SP4 Nicholas J. Cutinha; Company C-4/9, near Gia Dinh Province, March 2, 1968.

http://www.manchu.org/memorial/memories.php3?UID=58
Distinguished Service Cross Recipients (8)

• SSG Robert E. Cochran; Company B-4/9, September 22, 1967

• SP4 Horatio L. Jones; Company A-4/9, December 20, 1967

• 2LT Hector E. Colon; Company B-4/9, January 5, 1968

• MAJ William W. Roush; HHC-4/9, January 5, 1968

• MAJ William W. Roush; HHC-4/9, February 27, 1968

• PFC John T. Lane; Company B-4/9, May 6, 1968

• PFC William E. Ray; HHC-4/9, November 27, 1968

• SFC Richard Barnard; Company C-4/9, December 22, 1968

Commonly Used Abbreviations and Their Meaning
AO area of operation: AP ambush patrol; APC armored personnel carrier; ACR Armored Cavalry Regiment; ARVN Army Republic of (South) Vietnam; ASCC Area Security Coordination Centers; AW automatic weapon(s); (BC) actual body count; Bn Battalion; C&C Command and Control; COSVN Central Office of South Vietnam (Communist Party); CP Command Post; CRIP (Combined Reconnaissance and Intelligence Patrol); DOW died of wounds; FSB Fire Support Base; GVN Government of (South) Vietnam; Inf Infantry; KBA killed by either artillery or air strikes; KIA killed in action; LD Line of Departure; LFT light fire team (two gunships); LOC Line of Communication; LZ landing zone; (M) or Mech short for Mechanized Infantry; MIA missing in action; MSR Main Service Route; NBI non-battle injury; NFL National Liberation Front; NL night location; NVA North Vietnamese Army; OP Operation; OPCON Operational Control; PB Patrol Base; PF Popular Forces; (POSS) possible body count;  POW prisoner of war; PRG Provisional Revolutionary Government; RF Regional Forces; RIF reconnaissance in force; RPG rocket propelled grenade(s); RRF rear reaction force; S-5 Civic Action Section; SA small arm(s); SD or S&D search and destroy; SMG sub-machine gun; SITREP situation report; (SUS) suspect(s); TAO Tactical Area of Operation; TAOI Tactical Area of Interest; TAOR Tactical Area of Responsibility; TF Task Force; US United States; VC Viet Cong Soldier(s); VCC Viet Cong Confirmed; VCS Viet Cong Suspect(s); vic vicinity; WIA wounded in action; (+) more than; (-) less than.

Provinces in the Saigon Area

Tactical Zone Corps III Area

25th Division’s Area of Operations
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Map Showing the 25th Infantry Division’s Brigade Base Camps at Cu Chi, Tay Ninh and Dau Tieng
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  VIETNAM
	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	04-Jan-70
	Cliff Dweller IV
	Operation Cliff Dweller IV (04-11-Jan-1970) was conducted on the northeast slope of Nui Ba Den (the Black Virgin Mountain), located near Phu Knuong District in Tay Ninh Province.  The Mountain is a headquarters location for elements of the “Shadow” government, a staging area for attacks on Tay Ninh City and other allied installations in Tay Ninh Province, and a stopover point on the infiltration route through War Zone C from Cambodia to the 25th Infantry Division’s TAOI.  Operation Cliff Dweller was one of a series of denial operations carried on by the 1st Brigade on Nui Ba Den.

In executing this operation, the 1st Brigade was given the assignment to task the largest number of US troops ever to operate on Nui Ba Den Mountain.  The terrain is unlike any other in the Division’s AO.  The ancient granite mountain is very steeply sloped, covered with enormous boulders, honey-combed with caves, crevasses and tunnels and low tangled undergrowth covers the greater part of the slopes (except the rock slides).

The primary concept of Operation Cliff Dweller IV was to have two infantry companies sweep down the northeastern slope of Nui Ba Den and set up blocking positions a short distance from the bottom, while killing and/or capturing as many enemy as possible, to include supplies and material, which could be used, by the enemy.  A third infantry company would sweep the base of the mountain from southeast to northwest, linking up with the other two infantry companies and then all three would sweep through the rock slide area to the base of the mountain.  Supporting forces would be placed off the mountain, north and south of the rockslide area and on Nui Cau from which a commanding view of the area of operation is afforded.

On 4-January-1970, Operation Cliff Dweller’s 4-day operation commenced.

● Participating US and VN troops, and supporting forces, moved into place.

● At 0645 hours, supporting force, Company A-2/34th Armor (-) and the 548th Regional Force Company occupied a blocking position at the northeast base of Nui Ba Den (XT279608).  Slightly to the southeast (XT293598), one platoon of tanks from A-2/34 (-) and one platoon from D-4/9 established a second blocking position.  D-4/9’s roll being security for A-2/34th’s armored tank positions.

	05-Jan-70
	Cliff Dweller IV
	At approximately 0700-0730 hours, Companies B and C of the 3/22nd Infantry continued their sweep down the mountainside.  Because of rain the previous evening, movement was very slow due to the rocks being slippery and wet.  Very little forward progress was made the second day.  About noon, a 14-helicopter lift inserted A-3/22nd in a landing zone secured by one platoon of the A-2/34th Armor and one platoon of D-4/9th.  A-3/22nd’s mission was to execute detailed reconnaissance from southeast to northwest along the base of the mountain to 200-300 meter up the slope.  Companies B-3/22nd and C-3/22nd moved down the slope to set up a blocking position above the area to be swept by A-3/22nd Inf.  As A-3/22nd swept, B-3/22nd on the southern most axis would swing behind A-3/22nd to protect its rear. C-3/22nd afforded protection from enemy fires from above.

	07-Jan-70
	Cliff Dweller IV
	The last day of Operation Cliff Dweller IV was originally scheduled to be 07-January.  But because of the contact made by B-3/22nd the previous day, the operation was extended.  During the 7th of January, a Regional Force Company relieved the platoon from D-4/9, securing the tank platoon of A-2/34th Armor at the southern most blocking position.

	09-Jan-70
	Cliff Dweller IV
	At 1600 hours, A-4/9 landed on Nui Cau and moved to the position secured by Recon-3/22, where A-4/9 remained the night of 09-January.

	10-Jan-70
	Cliff Dweller IV
	As dawn broke on 10-January, US infantry elements again moved against the enemy forces entrenched in the cave-strewn area of the rockslide.  Company A-4/9 moved down to the “saddle” at 0700 hours.  Five hours later, A-4/9 moved 150 meters down from the “saddle” to establish a blocking position above C-3/22 and D-3/22’s area of contact and A-4/9 began receiving small arms and RPG fire.  US forces returned fire with organic weapons, one light fire team, three TAC air strikes, two “flame bath” drops and three artillery batteries (1,648 rounds) during the daylong contact.  At 0837 hours, all firing ceased briefly.  Enemy small arms and sniper fire began again at 1015 hours and abruptly ceased at 1025 hours.  As US forces continued to press the advantage, the enemy continued his resistance.  Firing picked up again at 1225 hours as the enemy directed heavy small arms fire against approaching US forces.  Fighting continued sporadically throughout the day until 1750 hours.  20 VC/NVA KIA were credited to the US fires.  The northern blocking force (XT286612) received a heavy volume of RPG and mortar fire at 1525 hours.  7 US WIA were wounded by this attack, by fire, which ceased ten minutes after it, began.  At 1430 hours, snipers attached to A-4/9 observed three enemy approximately 300 meters from their position.  One of the enemy soldiers was wearing camouflaged fatigues and a steel helmet.  Engaging this enemy with one round of M-14 rifle fire, the sniper killed the enemy soldier.  A second round was fired at another enemy, but he disappeared before a kill could be confirmed.  During the evening hours (2200), A-2/34 (-) observed one individual moving 35 meters southeast of its position—engaged him with organic weapons fire resulting in the enemy soldier being killed.

	11-Jan-70
	Cliff Dweller IV
	On 11-January, Operation Cliff Dweller IV came to an end.  The 1st Brigade Commander (with concurrence of the 25th Division’s Commanding General) decided no further significant results warranted the commitment of such a large force to extending the operation.  By afternoon, all US elements had been withdrawn from the mountain.  An unexplained phenomenon noted during the withdrawal stage of the operation was that as the US forces moved off the mountain they received no enemy fire.  Because of the terrain, US troops had to expose themselves to possible enemy fire as they moved down and off the mountain.  Not one round of enemy sniper, small arms or RPG fire was directed against the troops.  Remaining in position until the morning of 12- January, A-2/34 Armor and B-3/22nd Infantry maintained surveillance over and placed direct and indirect fire on suspected enemy locations.

The 1st Brigade S-3 Daily Staff Journal noted that the Tay Ninh Province Chief stated that the enemy elements involved in the contact on the mountain were the F-31 and F-51 Sapper Battalions of the 271st NVA Regiment.  This report had not been confirmed through captured documents, readouts or identification by any other means.  On 19-May-1968, the F-31 Sapper Battalion was involved in an attack on the signal installation on top of Nui Ba Den and therefore there may still be elements in the area, possibly targeted with the same mission.

Enemy personnel losses during the 7-day period were 156 VC/NVA KIA.  US forces suffered 3 US KIA and 1 Kit Carson Scout was killed.  55 American soldiers were wounded, of whom 8 were evacuated for further treatment.  The remaining wounded returned to their units after a short period of convalescence.

	12-Jan-70
	
	● 1 Delta Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province.

	23-Jan-70
	
	● 1 Echo Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province.

	Month of February 1970
	
	Tropic Lightning News (28-Sept-70, Vol. 5 No. 37)

“…February [1970] found the Manchu Battalion working in a combined armor-infantry action in the “Northern Fingers” area of Tay Ninh Province.  The team for the job consisted of Alpha, Charlie and Delta Companies and one platoon of Manchus from Bravo Company.  Under the operational control for the mission were two platoons of tanks from 2/34th Armor’s Alpha Company.  By the end of the five-day operation, the signs of success took on a material form:  a confirmed body count of 15, four assault rifles, one RPG, two RPG boosters, three Chicom grenades, one .45 caliber pistol, AK ammunition, plus a large amount of rice, clothing and medical equipment.

Meanwhile, the unglamorous task of destroying bunker went on.  The final count was 169 bunkers blown or caved in, thus destroying what had obviously been a major enemy staging area in Tay Ninh Province….”

	08-Feb-70
	
	One shelling incident was reported in the 25th Infantry Division TAOI during the second week of February.  A 1st Brigade elements killed 22 enemy and captured three prisoners-of-war.  A contact involving Companies A and B, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry and elements of 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor, 3.5 kilometers east of Trai Bi (XT56686) on 8 February, resulted in 15 enemy killed and two prisoners-of-war.  Beginning at 0620 hours the U.S. forces engaged an unknown number of enemy moving northwest with air light fire tonass, six TAC air strikes and two artillery batteries (267 rounds).  The enemy force returned fire with RPGs but there were no U.S. casualties.  Evacuated were five AK47 rifles, one M16 rifle, one .45 caliber pistol, one RPG launcher, 15 rounds of RPG ammunition, five Chicom hand grenades and ¼ pound of documents.  Both PW interrogation and document readout identified the enemy contacted as elements of the 82 Rear Service Group. 

At 1015 hours the following day (9 February), A-4/9 Inf captured one additional PW, 300 meters north of the previous day's contact.

	10-Feb-70
	-
	Souvanna Phouma states he will take no action against Communist supply activity along the Ho Chi Minh Trail if North Vietnam will withdraw combat troops from Laos.

	15-Feb-70
	
	In five separate contacts, 1st Brigade forces accounted for ten enemy killed and the capture of two prisoners-of-war.  At 1350 hours on 15 February, a 1st Brigade Command and Control ship with elements of 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, 8 kilometers southwest of Tay Ninh City (XT095386), engaged 15 enemy with two artillery batteries (134 rounds) and two light fire teams resulting in three enemy killed and the capture of two female prisoners-of-war.  Two M-16 rifles were evacuated.  At 1935 hours, A/4-9 Inf engaged an unknown number of enemy with small arms, automatic weapons, and light fire team approximately 170 meters southwest of the earlier contact (XT096384).  One enemy soldier was killed.  Captured documents identified the Ninh Dien (V) unit.  No U.S. casualties were sustained in either contact.

	17-Feb-70
	
	Seven shelling incidents occurred during the week, six of which were in the 1st Brigade area of operations.  Tay Ninh Base Camp (XT1651) received attacks by fire on 17 February (eight rounds of 120mm mortar fire—one U.S. wounded).  On three different occasions, night defensive positions of Company A, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, 1.5 kilometers north of the Cambodian border and west of the Straight Edge Woods, received attacks by fire.  Six rounds of M79 fire and 62 rounds of 82mm mortar fire were directed against the A/4-9 Inf by unknown enemy forces.  No casualties were sustained in any of these attacks by fire.

	24-Feb-70
	
	Elements of the Manchu Battalion move toward Bearcat, arriving by March 1st.

During the latter part of February the 25th Infantry Division began preparations for the deployment of its 2nd Brigade (Task Force Two) in March to a new area of operations to interdict enemy infiltration routes in eastern Bien Hoa Province, western Phuoc Tay Province, and areas to be designated by C.G., IIFFV.  Task Force Two consisted of Headquarters, 2nd Brigade; 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry; 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry; 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor; 1st Battalion, 8th Artillery; Troop B, 3rd Squadron, 4th Calvary; Company C, 65th Engineer Battalion; 2nd Platoon, Company F (Ranger), 75th Infantry; and an 8” and 15mm howitzer battery from IIFFV.

	01-Mar-70
	
	Bearcat AO and Fire Support Base Rhode Island

“Tropic Lightning News” (28-Sept-70, Vol. 5 No. 37
“…The 1st of March [1970] marked the beginning of activities in a new area of operations for the Manchu Battalion.  Fire Support Base Rhode Island served as the new home for the Manchus for one month.  The rear area was established in Bearcat, just south of Long Binh, with representatives from each company and each administrative section….”)

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (1/31/2000)
They are both pictures of FSB Rhode Island (click here to see these photos at http://www.manchu.org/photos/index34.htm).  The first picture was a temporary base until the engineers came and built the new one.  They weren’t far apart.  This was our FSB when the Battalion moved to Bearcat, our new AO in Feb or March 1970.  On my picture album I had written Nui Dot, so I’m guessing that’s where it was.

Monty Sutcliffe, Bravo Co. 1970 (2/01/2000)
Terry, I remember FSB Rhode Island but did not remember the name, just the red earth.  I also remember hearing the howitzers firing harassment rounds, at night, over our tents.  That is until we went out to the Australian’s AO for a 3-day mission that lasted (I think) for 21 days, at the time I was wounded.  I never did get to see the permanent FSB.  Do you remember when the unit went back to Tay Ninh?  It was after my time, I know.

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (2/01/2000)
I left country April 10th from Bearcat.  The company then went to Cambodia—don’t know whether they worked out of Tay Ninh or not.

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (2/24/2001)

Ron, I don’t remember the bee incident, but I do remember the Bearcat AO being totally different from Tay Ninh.  There were rolling hills and bubbling streams and the woods were more like a forest than a jungle.  A guy could take a bath in the streams and feel clean—till he put his dirty fatigues back on.  In Tay Ninh the only clean water were bomb craters, which turned to mud as soon as you got in, and you got muddier trying to get out…

Ron Caroon, Bravo Co. 1969-70 (2/24/2001)

Terry, I was off-line and working in the motor pool when we were in Bearcat, so I didn’t get to see the streams and rolling hills.  I did get out to Rhode Island on just about every convoy run and worked out there as a forward mechanic for a few weeks.  Always figured I’d done something very wrong, in getting sent out to Rhode Island as forward mechanic.  Rhode Island seemed to be twice as dry as Death Valley, and the biggest dust bowel since the 30’s.  Bearcat wasn’t bad.  From what I remember it was close enough to Saigon that we use to run in there for a steak and shrimp lunch.  No beer though, as we were still on duty….

	02-Mar-70
	
	Task Force Two (2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division) became OPCON to II FFV on 2 March 1970.  The 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry and the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry strengthened the combat effectiveness of the 2nd Brigade.

	10-Mar-70
	
	● 1 Bravo Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Phuoc Tuy Province.

	12-Mar-70
	
	Notes from The Virtual Wall

At 1300 hours, on 12-March 1970, four UH-1H aircraft of the 128th Assault Helicopter Company departed Phu Loi Airfield on an extraction mission, tasked with transporting 67 soldiers from a pick-up zone at YS3880 to Fire Support Base Rhode Island. The trip to the PZ and the pick-up were uneventful. About 3 minutes after lift-off from the PZ, CHALK 4 radioed that he had an engine failure and was going into the trees. 

CHALK 4's pilot decelerated rapidly and had near-zero forward velocity when the aircraft's tail-boom impacted a tree top, spinning the UH-1H and sending it into the trees in a nose-low attitude. The initial impact of the fuselage with a tree resulted in an explosion and the UH-1 fell flaming to the ground. On ground impact further explosions occurred, and 2 to 3 minutes after impact a tremendous explosion threw debris some hundreds of feet into the air. The crash was not survivable, and 13 men died:

128th Assault Helicopter Company: 

WO1 Leonard Dwight Cunningham, pilot, Pulaski TN 

WO1 Jay Thomas Dandurand, copilot, Riverdale NJ 

SP4 Charles Henry Cummings, gunner, Hadley MA 

SP4 Gary Douglas McNicol, crew chief, Newell WV 

B Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry: 

SSG Jose O. Garcia, St Louis MO 

SSG Edward W. Holmes, Memphis TN 

SGT Ronny D. Shattuck, Renton WA 

CPL Lester V. Cafiero, West Hempstead NY 

CPL Aaron L. Darr, Elsah IL 

CPL Terry E. Guenther, Galesburg IL 

CPL Olin J. Leonard, Randleman NC 

SP4 Veney E. Thompson, Wewoka OK 

PFC Walter J. Hampton, Memphis TN 

● 9 Bravo Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Phuoc Tuy Province.  Non-Hostile action; helicopter crash on land.

Stan “Lumpy” Lambert, Bravo Co. 1970 (8/2/1999)
The casualties on March 12, 1970 were a result of a chopper crash.  Doc Shattuck, who was accompanying a guy who was ill, bumped me from that lift.  At least two of the casualties were short-timers, returning from the boonies for the last time.

Bill Howell, Bravo Co. 1970 (8/3/1999)
I should have been on that lift as well, but waited until the next one which ended up trying to find any survivors or evidence—none to be found.  We had to all sign papers saying in effect that we had last seen “X-persons” on such a day, at such a time, and had not seen them since.  This was done to sort out insurance, proof of death, and other gloomy matters.

“Day of the Helicopter Crash—March 12, 1970”

Prior to the crash of the helicopter, killing some 13 people including the helicopter crew, Bravo 4/9 had been in contact for much of the past several days.  The company had been split up into several groups, and our platoon was to the north of the eventual contact spot.  We had spotted the entrance to quite a few tunnels and took advantage of this to use some training that our Officer’s and NCO’s had received recently back at base camp.  The grandiose idea was to use a self-contained generator to move air, with enough force, so that if smoke grenades were thrown into one of the tunnel entrances you could see where the other holes and entrances were located.

We called back to the base camp and got them to bring out this equipment, including a lot of smoke grenades, and the E-7 instructor who had given the training course.  He came out, but he clearly did not want to be a part of any of this.  All this, of course, was done with helicopters.

The equipment was started up, and a number of purple smoke grenades were thrown into one of the tunnel entrances.  We were all stunned to see smoke coming up from perhaps 30 or more holes, over a very large area.  Clearly, the Battalion and perhaps the Division thought they were now onto something big.  Other troops were brought in—either that day, or perhaps the next day, to act as a blocking force to the west.

In the meantime, another element of Bravo came into contact with the enemy who was clearly occupying this complex.  There was at least one casualty at this point, a Sgt. Yapsuga.  This contact point was more to the south, where we were instructed to move and reinforce the element that was under fire.  We moved to them, flanking the complex to the east.

I then recall that we were re-supplied with ammunition by air—by having the stuff kicked out of a helicopter to our general location.  By this time there were lots of helicopters in the air, overhead, and the Air Force began to strafe the area with cannon fire and rockets.  At some point, they decided that that was not enough, and told us that napalm was on the way, and advised us to move back.  Either none of us, or certainly very few of us, had ever seen napalm in action at such close range.  We were reluctant to move back, since this was pretty thick jungle and moving back would not be easy to do.  After the first drop of napalm, we clearly saw the wisdom of moving further back and moved as far back as we quickly could.

Eventually, we were told to move in on the enemy complex, which (above ground) consisted of quite a few bunkers made with trees that were the size of telephone poles.  Some of the heavy explosives (shape charges) were used at this point, but all they really did was to blow these telephone pole-size trees up into the air so that they could rain down on us.  I do not recall that there was any firing on either side—the VC were either in their holes, and were going to stay there, or they had used some other exits and had left the area.  4/9 people, and some of the Engineers, handled the explosives.

Bravo was now done for the day, and other units took our place.  We were told to move towards the west to a clearing where the slicks would pick us up.  It was difficult to move with our dead/wounded through the jungle, to meet the time limit placed on us.  Once we made it to the clearing, the normal exit procedure was in place.  There were to be three or four lifts (of perhaps five choppers each) to take us back to the reasonably close by base camp (Rhode Island?).

As I recall, the second ship in the second lift was the one that blew up shortly after lifting off—perhaps halfway between the pickup zone and the base camp.  I do not recall hearing any firing, but it was certainly possible.  The ship blew up, killing all aboard, and the force of the explosion left very little in the way of remains.

The extraction of the rest of the troops back to the firebase was eventually completed.  Naturally, all were in a state of shock and disbelief to learn that so many men could meet their end so quickly.  I recall that by coincidence, the Battalion Chaplin was at the firebase and he quickly improvised a service for those who had met their end just an hour or two earlier.  I also recall that all of us present at the extraction site had to sign a paper concerning the members of our unit—that we had last seen them at, say, 1400 hours on such a day, and that after the explosion we had not seen them since.  This supposedly was because of the lack of remains; this was the only way that the family members could collect on any insurance.  Collective Recollection, Men of Bravo Company 1970 (Aug 1999) 

	18-Mar-70
	-
	General Lon Noi ousts Prince Norodom Sihanouk and seizes power in Cambodia.

	27-Mar-70
	-
	South Vietnamese forces, supported by US helicopters, attack Communist base camps across the Cambodian border.

	31-Mar-70
	-
	Tropic Lightning News (28-Sept-70 Edition, Vol. 5 No. 37)

…At the end of March, with the black clouds of the rainy season already on the horizon, the Manchus left FSB Rhodes and headed for higher ground.  The move was only 1,500 meters from the original position, but it afforded greatly improved observation, fields of fire and drainage for the up-coming rainy season.

The new base was named Le Loi, in honor of the Vietnamese patriot who, in the 15th Century, led the uprising that liberated Vietnam from Chinese rule.  The action seen the southern area of operations was at a minimum, and when it was established the enemy quickly fled, preventing true confrontation….

	04-Apr-70
	-
	An estimated 50,000 persons gather at Washington D.C. to support President Nixon’s conduct of the war.

	19-Apr-70
	Easter Day
	Terry Thompson, Alpha Co., 1969-70 (4/13/2001)

Easter weekend 1970, Alpha Company was on stand-down at Vung Tau Beach—lukewarm beer, half raw barbequed chicken, and the beach.  Monday we went back to the field and Tuesday, when the re-supply chopper came out, I got my orders to go home a month early.  It was a very good day….

	24-Apr-70
	
	● 2 Bravo Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Phuoc Tuy Province.

	25-Apr-70
	
	Monty Sutcliffe, Bravo Co., 1970 (6/04/2001)

Lumpy (Stan Lambert):

I am not sure if I told you or not, but I got the duty officers log [April 20 to April 25, 1970] for the week I was wounded.  There are 25 pages, some of which are typed and others hand written.  The written pages are sometimes hard to read….

It does not say much for most days other than “All elements of 4/9 have a negative sit rep.”  It talks about a FB Le Loi.  Do you remember this place—as I do not remember the name?  It also mentions a dust off on 21-April for Charlie Company—an injury due to a rat bite.  There are few other interesting things also.  It does not say much for the action where I was wounded, other than Bravo Company, B2 and B5 engaged five to eight individuals southwest.  Then talks about a dust off for six to the 1st Aussie Field Hospital, of which two are KIA.  Then it mentions an investigation of engagement, but I cannot read all of it….

	26-Apr-70
	
	● 2 Charlie Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Binh Duong Province.

	29-Apr-70
	-
	MACV announces American participation in a South Vietnamese offensive into Cambodia.

	01-May-70
	Cambodia
	The Manchus join the Sanctuary Counteroffensive Campaign into Cambodia.

Tropic Lightning News (28-Sept-70 Edition, Vol. 5 No. 37)

…Under the operation control of the 2nd Brigade, the Manchus undertook a 46-day operation beginning the first week of May, designed to uncover and render useless the long-established enemy sanctuaries known to exist in the eastern border areas of Cambodia, northwest of Tay Ninh.  Intelligence reports indicated that COSVN (Central Office of South Vietnam) was located in the area of operations.

The final statistics show the effectiveness of what came to be nicknamed by the units participating as “Operation Big Haul.”  Forty-four enemy soldiers were killed, four enemy became Ho Chanhs, twenty detainees were taken, twenty-three small arms and automatic weapons were confiscated and 288 tons of rice was captured.  Upon the completion of “Operation Big Haul”, in Cambodia, the Battalion came home to Tay Ninh, settling in an area once used by the Manchus some eight months earlier.

	02-May-70
	-
	Anti-war demonstrations break out on a number of US college campuses.

	09-May-70
	-
	An estimated 75,000 to 100,000 demonstrators gather in Washington D.C. to oppose the Cambodian involvement.  Protests, exacerbated by the fatal shootings of four Kent State University students by the Ohio National Guard during a demonstration against the war, continue at some 400 colleges.

	10-May-70 to

29-June-70
	Toan Thang 43
	Operation Toan Thang 43 was the 2nd Brigade’s first phase of operations into Cambodia, conducted in Base Area 707 north of the “Dog’s Face.”

On 09-May-70, the 1/27th Infantry “Wolfhounds” was airlifted deep inside of Cambodia while the ¾ Armor Cav “Mackenzie’s Raiders” secured the roadways north from the Cambodian border.

The following day (May 10th) the Manchus (4/9th Infantry) and the Wolfhounds (2/27th Infantry) were airlifted north to a heavily wooded area, while the Mackenzie Raiders took up positions south and west of the same area, and the Panthers (2/47th Mechanized Infantry) rumbled into position east of the woods—enclosing the area.  Inside the area was believed to be a major enemy headquarters.

As the four units closed the sides of the box, they received sporadic contact with the enemy trying to escape.  The US units soon began to report their findings, indicating that the area housed a large base camp with sophisticated material—like that used for a headquarters type operation—possibly the location of COVN Headquarters.

By June 29th, the last of the 25th Division units had pulled out of Cambodia.  Enemy contract had been heavy, comforts scarce and the monsoon season quickly gaining momentum.

	19-May-70
	Toan Thang 43

(Cambodia)
	● 2 Charlie Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Cambodia.


C-Rations Used in Vietnam
[image: image5.jpg]


 

“The Meal, Combat, Individual, is designed for issue as the tactical situation dictates, either in individual units as a meal or in multiples of three as a complete ration. Its characteristics emphasize utility, flexibility of use, and more variety of food components than were included in the Ration, Combat Individual (C Ration), which it replaces.  Twelve different menus are included in the specification.
Each menu contains: one canned meat item; one canned fruit, bread or dessert item; one B unit; an accessory packet containing cigarettes, matches, chewing gum, toilet paper, coffee, cream, sugar, and salt; and a spoon. Four can openers are provided in each case of 12 meals.  Although the meat item can be eaten cold, it is more palatable when heated. 

Each complete meal contains approximately 1,200 calories.  The daily ration of three meals provides approximately 3,600 calories.”

	B-1 Units
 Meat Choices (in small cans):

Beef Steak

Ham and Eggs, Chopped

Ham Slices

Turkey Loaf

 Fruit:

Applesauce

Fruit Cocktail

Peaches

Pears

 Crackers (7)

 Peanut Butter

 Candy Disc, Chocolate

Solid Chocolate

Cream

Coconut

 Accessory Pack*
	B-2 Units
 Meat Choices (in larger cans):

Beans and Wieners

Spaghetti and Meatballs

Beefsteak, Potatoes & Gravy

Ham and Lima Beans

Meatballs and Beans

 Crackers (4)

 Cheese Spread, Processed

Caraway

Pimento

 Fruit Cake

 Pecan Roll

 Pound Cake

 Accessory Pack*
	B-3 Units
 Meat Choices (in small cans):

Boned Chicken

Chicken and Noodles

Meat Loaf

Spiced Beef

 Bread, White

 Cookies (4)

 Cocoa Beverage Powder

 Jam:

Apple

Berry

Grape

Mixed Fruit

Strawberry

 Accessory Pack*


* Accessory Pack:  Spoon (plastic); salt; pepper; coffee (instant); sugar; creamer (non-dairy); gum (2 Chicklets); cigars (4-smoke pack: Winston, Marlboro, Salem, Pall Mall, Camel, Chesterfield, Kent, Lucky Strike or Kool); matches (moisture resistant); and toilet paper.

The above can be found at www.diggerhistory.info/pages-food/c-rations.htm.

C-Rations, Hot Chow, Laundry and More

Leonard Sykes, HHC 1966-67 (6/23/2004):  To tell the whole truth, I was with S1 Battalion Headquarters, attached to HHC Company.  Some of us were battalion staff and we had very little exchange with the company level.  Cooks and clerks were a different breed!  LOL.  An Army travels on its stomach and needs mail and personal matters taken care of!

Larry “Bear” Criteser, A & D Co. 1967-68 (6/23/2004):  What Army was you in?  Cooks, what are those? I cooked my own C-rats with C-4, but did travel a good bit on my stomach, as the green tracers flew close overhead.

Leonard Sykes, HHC 1967-68 (6/23/2004):  Man! Bear!  Back at Cu Chi we had the best Uncle Sam had to offer!  Cooks were up at 4 AM and worked until 8 PM!  S.O.S., LOL, and powered eggs and so many hot dogs!  I didn’t eat hot dogs for ten years after I got back!  We got “3 hots and a cot”, and laundry service and worked 6-1/2 days week.  I got to go to chapel!  And gave mamma san no money for boom-boom!
Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (6/23/2004):  I knew I was standing in the wrong line at some point in basic training.  I can’t remember but one hot meal in the field and maybe a couple at Cu Chi. Any other time it was C-Rats.  On a good day they brought hot water out with cans of C's in them, getting warm.  Who were the cooks cooking for?  Must have been all those S-types you’re talking about, cause I don’t remember a lot of chow coming out to me.  I did have laundry service, but it consisted of mama san rinsing my skivvies in the same mud hole that the pig lived in.

Larry James, Delta Co. May 1968-69 (6/24/2004):  This will sound like a joke to many of you old timers, but by the time I got to join the Manchus in the field [in May 1968], we were getting at least one and often two hot meal a day.  A morning and evening resupply was not uncommon.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (6/24/2004):  When the Battalion first landed in Vietnam [on April 29, 1966] there wasn’t much of anything in the battalion area at Cu Chi, just a temporary barbed wire line [perimeter] and a few foxholes.  So our first order of business was stringing the wire along our part of the Cu Chi perimeter and building the bunkers.  I’m not sure who built the squad tents.  They just appeared.  Maybe it was the [65th] Engineers.  Anyway, on night two in country, we went on an ambush, which I have described before on this mailing list.   As a reward, we were taken somewhere and allowed to use a shower.  No hot water, but it was a treat to clean the rice paddy mud and dirt off of you.

We started operating in the field within 4 days and when we were in base camp most guys used the rainwater collected in the tent flaps to clean themselves off with.  I think our shower showed up in about a month or so, but it was just a fuel tank with sun-warmed water in it, which ran out quick so we used the tent flap showers for a long time.

We wore our stateside boots and uniforms until they rotted off, and later somehow I got new jungle fatigues.  Don’t remember how.   Anyways, I know we had a mess hall at Cu Chi, but for the life of me I can’t remember getting any meals there. Must have had a few hot meals but nothing that stands out as memorable.

Like I said, I only remember one hot meal in the field and I also remember one day we each got a hot bottle of beer.  It was a big treat sitting in the baking sun, drinking a 100-degree beer.  Most likely it was Black Label at that.

On one occasion we were way up north, farther than any of you might have gone, because we were in the 1st Division’s area of operation up north of Ben Hoa.  Anyway there was a big ambush of ARVNs and we were in the area for a week or two.  Bad duty, but the thing I remember is some local guy from the nearest town coming out and giving haircuts with those old squeeze together type hair clippers. No hot food or Kool-Aid there either.

Doc Clark do you remember anything differently than I do?  I could have a faulty memory.  Maybe we had steak every night, but its also possible that after that ship ride over from Hawaii.  I never ate again.  Who knows?

Roy “Doc” Clark, Alpha Co. 1966-67 (6/24/2004):  I remember our first experience with warm rice beer.  I remember getting rations of beer and pop, but hardly ever being around the tent long enough to drink it.

Leonard Sykes, HHC 1966-67 (6/24/2004):  In the first two weeks in country, before showers were build, when it rained many would strip naked, run outdoors and shower in the rain as it collected on the tent tops!

Willie Gin, Alpha Co. 1967-68 (6/24/2004):  I'm with you Larry. I'm remembering getting at least one hot one a day, although often times for several days we were only re-supplied with C's.  Even then you could do wonders with those C's—even the much hated "Ham & Eggs".  Frankly, I liked those "Ham & Lima Beans", warmed with melted cheddar cheese stirred in with a touch of Tabasco sauce.  Guess I had an iron-stomach.  Back to those hot meals, can't remember what we ate off?  Was it paper plates and plastic utensils, or did they bring out metal trays and utensils?  I remember there always being ice-cold Kool-Aid.  My favorite flavor was Lime.

Now for laundry service, that's a different matter that I've recently been wondering about.  On some occasions, I "think" I had my laundry done by someone?  I remember there being a laundry service and a barbershop a short distance down the road from our battalion area in Cu Chi—toward the road that took you out to Ann Margaret outpost.  I remember getting haircuts there a few times and having a set of fatigues altered.  In Tay Ninh, I don't remember at all what I did for a haircut or getting laundry washed.  Not that I had much anyhow, cause it seemed like your stuff was always missing when you came back into base camp.  For the time we were in the field, which was a lot, I'm thinking we discarded our dirty fatigues for cleaner ones.  We certainly didn't wash our own.  At least I didn't, unless there was a deep stream nearby, in which case I jumped in with all my cloths on.

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (6/25/2004):  In 1969 the laundry process was simplified.  Somewhere along the line I was issued several sets of jungle fatigues, probably in Cu Chi. Then when I arrived in Tay Ninh they were all turned into supply, except for what I was wearing.  After that we just DX'ed clothing.  Every 5-7 days the choppers would come out with stacks of clean fatigues.  You just stripped down and threw your old clothes in a pile and hoped you got a pair close to the right size.  Contrary to Army policy, one-size does not fit all.  As for hot chow, I don't remember very many hot meals in the field.  But it's even harder to remember a good meal during my short military career, which is probably why I was discharged weighing about 140 pounds.

Bill Marion, Delta Co. 1970 (6/24/2004):  During my tour they would fly out rubber bags with ice in it, then on the ice would be sodas and enough beer for one a piece.  This didn't happen weekly, but at least once a month.  Everyone would go for the drinks except me.  I would get the ice and put it in my canteen cup, then fill it with water.  It was so great to have a cold drink of water.  As you know most of the time it tasted like it came out of a hot water heater.  On Christmas Day I was on a LP.  They flew out a hot turkey and dressing meal in metal murmite containers.  By the time I got to eat, all that was left was dry turkey and dressing.  There hasn't been a Christmas since that I reflect on that Vietnam Christmas Day.  Like Willie, I can't remember what we ate off of.

Roy “Doc” Clark, Alpha Co. 1966-67 (6/24/2004):  We ate out of our mess kit. It was about 8 inches long and was in two parts:  one with a handle that was on a hinge and I believe there were a knife, spoon and fork.  The handle folded over to lock everything together.

Bill Fitch, Alpha Co. 1967-68 (6/25/2004):  Larry, you jogged my memory on something and I think you are right about when you came to the field—a small antidote of the times we were in.  I think you came on board in the spring of 1968?  It was sometime after Hoc Mon and before the patrols around the airbase in June 1968.  They started bringing hot meals to the field every so often—the first I can remember since I got there in August of 67.  Anyway, I remember the first "STEAK" that I had seen in 10 months.  Well, the food canister that some others and mine were in had turned over.  Even though the cook was real upset, we said no problem.  We just picked them up and hit it a few times on our fatigues to knock off some of the dirt and leaves off, and proceeded to eat.  Best steak I have ever had in my lifetime!  I remember thinking as I was eating my steak (seasoned with the local foliage), God we really have become animals.  But, I guess we are all a little more civilized now, but since Vietnam I don't worry about the little things anymore; or about things that aren't just right, like a steak...I find myself with no patience for the whiners and complainers.  They don't have a clue as to what's really important in life.  Vietnam had many negatives, but the appreciation for the important things in life was a small positive gift.

Larry James, Delta Co. 1968-69 (6/25/2004):  So Bill it was Alpha Company that was with Delta at that big tree.  The one somebody had put a 50-caliber machine gun in.  I couldn't remember.  But that time at the tree, in some way the best time of my tour, was the exception.  After that experience we broke down into platoon-size operations and then resupply consisted of C's and fresh water.  No hot meals of any sort.  And the resupply flights were weird too.  A Huey would swoop down, over some pre-determined spot where we weren't even at yet, and drop the stuff from about 10 feet without stopping.  The C's made it fine, but often the water, in clear plastic jugs, would often break open.  Remember what water treated with Hal zone tablets tasted like? [Ugh!]

Larry James, Delta Co. 1968-69 (6/25/2004):  If I recall correctly, hot meals were a function of the nature of the operations.  If you were in any sort of semi-permanent base with the whole company, maybe even two working together, then you were more likely to get a hot meal.  The guys from Delta and Alpha Company that were at the big tree off the end of Tan Son Nhut airbase in July, August '68 got at least one hot meal each day for four or maybe even five weeks.

Bill Marion, Delta Co. 1970 (6/25/2004):  Willy, I always wondered who built the perimeter and bunkers at Cu Chi. Man you made it safer for me.  I do thank you.  When we came in out of the bush, sometimes you were unlucky and had a night of bunker guard.  I was only 18 when I was in one of those bunkers, yet, during the night I thought about the men who did the work.  By the time I got to Vietnam things were much better for the foot soldier.  We still had our firefights, incoming, search and destroy, etc.  However, it does appear that our re-supplies were a whole lot better.

Willy Dixson, Alpha Co. 1966 (6/25/2004):  Bill, I had a little help with the bunkers, but I’m sure the original ones were torn down and moved out as the perimeter expanded at Cu Chi. At the time, we were either at Ben Luc or in the Tay Ninh area.  At Ben Luc we built a base camp on water.  Tay Ninh is where I spent my 20th birthday in June 1966.  I was sitting in a foxhole in a driving rain waiting for an attack that was suppose to be coming, but it didn’t.  At midnight, that night when I turned 20, the entire areas as far as you could see was lit up with flares and there was someone blowing a bugle and whistles.  Then the psych-ops plane came flying over playing all that weird music and propaganda, yelling and screaming—great way to celebrate a birthday.  Anyways, I looked forward to being in one of those bunkers too.  It was much better than a hole in the ground.  Better yet, it was a night off which was very rare.
	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	28-May-70
	Toan Thang 43

(Cambodia)
	● 1 Alpha and 2 Delta Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Cambodia:  Ananias Bentford, Ronald Alphonse Krebsbach and Andrew David Smith III.

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (01/12/2004)
Does anyone remember the events of what happened on May 28, 1970 in Cambodia?  I knew that Delta Company got into some action and several were WIA and KIA.

Tom Beers, Delta & Echo Co. 1969-70 (01/12/2004)
Mike, I was in a small camp getting ready to DEROS when word came of the action.  I know that a medic named Ron Krebsbach and LT David Smith were two Manchus who gave them their all.  I think Terry Sanford was also in the firefight.  He may be able to give more details.

John Gilbertson, Delta Co. 1969-70 (01/16/2004)

LT Smith was the CO of Delta and Ron K. was the company medic.  The FNG on the Online List was Smitty’s replacement as the new CO.

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (01/16/2004)
Thanks for the information John.  I know you were there that day, as well as getting wounded, and as hard as it may be, your storey is worth hearing and getting documented.  I personally have an interest.  First and foremost, I consider you a very good friend.  Secondly, you were my replacement and took over 2nd platoon from me.
Charles Smith, Delta Co. 1970 (01/16/2004)

The captain of D Company that just joined our [Online] group was Russell Houck.  I was there in May, in Cambodia, and he was the CO.  Don’t remember when he came or when he left [the Company].

	06-Jun-70
	Tay Ninh Holiday Inn
	Shootout at Tay Ninh Holiday Inn Saloon

Mike Smith, Delta Co. 1969-70 (4/06/2000)
Was Charlie Company on stand-down with Delta Company when everyone got drunk at the show when GI’s rushed the stage of Filipino girls?  The girls were bumping and grinding, and taking towels from the guys upfront and rubbing them between their legs, and tossing them back into the crowd.  It drove everyone nuts.  I don’t know if the shooting took place, but the show did.  I was there on stand-down with Delta.  I do know some guys in Delta got wasted one night and went for their guns, and someone got shot.

Bill Howell, Bravo Co. 1970 (4/06/2000)
I have a vague recollection of an incident in Tay Ninh, likely in the summer of 1970.  As I recall, during a Filipino show held at the stand-down location some of our own troops fired on the audience in the stands—killing some and wounding others.

Terry Thompson, Alpha Co. 1969-70 (4/6/2000)
Don’t remember that Bill, but anything is possible with drunken GI’s and dancing girls.  I do remember a Filipino strip show at Bearcat in April 1970.  After they stripped, they paraded around on stage selling lighted pictures of the Last Supper and Christ on the Cross.  Wow, talk about your conflict of interest.

Tom Beers, Delta Co. 1969—70 (4/06/2000)
Bill:  Your memory is still in tact, June 6, 1970, Holiday Inn, Charlie Company 1st Bn. 5th Inf.  According to the Overseas Weekly—Pacific Edition, a fight broke out between members of the 1/5th Infantry and outsiders over who shouldn’t be there to see the floor show.  One of the outsiders said, “I’ll get my M-16.”  Afterwards 3 dead and 17 wounded.  I remember the shooting.  I was at Tay Ninh checking out some civvies and a plane ticket home.

Unknown Writer of this Message

The shooting did happen, but I don’t recall if anyone was killed.  Eugene Banks was one of the shooters, and I don’t remember the other guy’s name.  I’m not sure of the date either, but I’ve got about twelve cassette tapes I made while I was over there and I remember talking about it with Clark Way on one of the tapes.  Banks was from Delta Company, but the other company there at the show may not have even been Manchus—that part I don’t remember.

Gary Schoonover, Delta Co. 1969-70 (4/06/2000)
Charlie Company was probably not involved…A lot of crazy stuff happened over there [in Vietnam] and a lot of people cracked under the pressures of war….

	19-Jun-70
	Toan Thang 43
	● 1 Alpha Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Tay Ninh Province.

	20-Jun-70
	Toan Thang 43

(Cambodia)
	● 1 Bravo Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Cambodia.

	29-June-70
	Toan Thang 43

(Cambodia)
	U.S. ground troops withdraw from Cambodia—President Nixon having declared that their combat roles would end by June 30th—but Air Operations into Cambodia would continue.
By June 29th, the last of the 25th Division units had pulled out of Cambodia.  Enemy contract had been heavy, comforts scarce and the monsoon season quickly gaining momentum.

	20-July-70
	-
	Bill Marion, Delta Co. July 69- Nov 70 (1/22/2004)

…You asked about the history of the 4/9th during my time.  What I remember is that somewhere around July 20th 1970 I was sent to Tay Ninh, to Company D, 4th Bn. 9th Inf.  Of course there was more than your average incoming.  After all, Tay Ninh had the nick name "Rocket City."  My mind is not clear on all missions while we were in Tay Ninh.  However, most of the time it was search and destroy and pulling ambushes at night.  Within a month or so of my arrival, we made a battalion move to Cu Chi.

Here is some history that you won't find on any military record.  Why?  It was covered up.  My Company was pulling false excursions.  This is where you have choppers come in to an LZ but only half of the platoon gets on.  The other half stayed in their hidden position, hoping that Charlie would come and see what we left on the ground…we grunts weren't real good about picking after ourselves—ha!

Here is what happened on that day, sometime during the month of September. The birds came in on a staggered formation.  The last chopper came in too close to the wood line.  As a result of this, the wind from the blades blew the plastic spoon out of our mechanical ambush.  The Claimer hit the bottom of the helicopter where the glass part was below their legs.  Hitting both pilots and forcing the craft to land.

At that moment all hell broke loose.  The gun ships were firing in the wood line, door gunners were firing everywhere, and we joined in on the action.  You see, no one knew that it was our own claymore that went off.  Everyone thought it was a RPG, and VC was in the AO.  Finally someone figured it out.  Then we went and formed a circle around the chopper for security.  To make a long story short, nowhere will you find this incident on record. God as my witness I speak the truth….

	01-Aug-70 to

31-Oct-70
	Toan Thang IV

(3rd Bde)
	Operation Toan Thang IV

During the quarter 01-August 1970 to 31-October 1970, the 25th Infantry Division (all three Brigades), 9th Infantry Division’s 3rd Brigade and the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (OPCON’ed with two Squadrons) successfully disrupted enemy movement of men and supplies throughout the 25th Division’s area of operation thus preventing any significant enemy offensive activity. In general, fighting was light and scattered during the quarter as the enemy avoided contact. This low level of activity was attributed to the highly successful Cambodian operations undertaken by the 25th Infantry Division in May and June of 1970 in which enemy border supply points were destroyed. Enemy units throughout the 25th Division’s AO suffered from acute supply shortages, making sustained offensive activity against the Division units and installations or Saigon virtually impossible. The 25th Infantry Division and its OPCON units concentrated on upgrading ARVN/PF/RF forces during the quarter in order to continue the Vietnamization program as well as insure the continued success of the Republic of Vietnam’s pacification program.

The 1st Brigade’s AO included eastern War Zone C in Tay Ninh Province, western Chon Thanth District in Binh Long Province and northern Tri Tan and Khien Hanh Districts in Binh Duong Province.

The 2nd Brigade’s AO included Tuy Long Khanh and Bien Hoa Provinces.

The 3rd Brigade’s AO included Binh Duong Province, southeastern Khien Hanh, southern Tri Tam, northern Trang Bang and Phu Hoa Districts. The 3rd Brigade was tasked with denying the use of the Saigon River Corridor by the enemy and with the defense of Cu Chi Base Camp for which one battalion was designated Division Ready Reactionary Force. The 3rd Brigades maneuver battalions were the 4-9 Inf, 1-27 Inf, 3-22 Inf (until 20-Aug), 2-27 Inf (until 20-Aug) and 2-22 Inf (Mech),

The 9th Infantry Division’s AO included Long An and Hau Nghia Provinces and one maneuver battalion operating in Nhon Trach District (in Bien Hoa Province).

The 11th ACR’s AO included Binh Duong, Bien Hoa and Long Khanh Provinces.

Observation:  During the reporting quarter ending 31-Oct-70, three stay behind ambushes of 12 men each were left by the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry at resupply points after the main body departed the area.  Nine enemy KIA (BC) were confirmed without a friendly casualty during these incidents.

4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment Assignments:

    ● Effective 01-Aug-70:  25th Infantry Division’s 3rd Brigade

    ● 21-Oct-70:  OPCON to the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment

    ● 28-Oct-70:  OPCON back to the 3rd Brigade

	01-Sep-70
	Toan Thang
	The Manchus are operating in the Tri Tam area, under operational control (OPCON) of the 25th Division’s 3rd Brigade.

	09-Sep-70
	Toan Thang IV

(3rd Bde)
	At 1804 hours, B-4/9 engaged five enemy soldiers 5 kms south of Ben Cat (XT737482) with organic weapons and artillery, resulting in three enemy killed, the evacuation of two AK-47 rifles and documents identifying the 83rd Rear Service Group and Rear Service Officer of SR-1.

	18-Sep-70
	Toan Thang IV
	● 1 Echo Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations in Hau Nghia Province.

	23-Sep-70
	Toan Thang IV

(3rd Bde)
	At 1800 hours, A-4/9 located 7 kms southeast of Ben Suc (XT614279) engaged the area of a claymore mine detonation with organic weapons, artillery and LFT.

	24-Sep-70 and

25-Sep-70
	Toan Thang IV

(3rd Bde)
	A-4/9’s sweep of the area, at 1625 hours on 24-Sept and at 1200 hours on 25-Sept, located three enemy bodies.  They evacuated one AK47 rifle, one bag of medical supplies and one sack of cooking utensils.  The destroyed two bombs lets, six Chicom hand grenades, four pistol belts, two US flashlights, three cloth bags, two ammo pouches and one AK vest.

	29-Sep-70
	Toan Thang IV

(3rd Bde)
	At 1840 hours, Recon Platoon engaged 4 to 5 enemy soldiers 6-½ kms southeast of Ben Suc, with organic weapons, artillery and a LFT—resulting in 3 VC KIA and the evacuation of two AK-47 rifles.

At 1948 hours, D-4/9 engaged the area of a claymore mine detonation 5 kms north of Trung Lap (XT605264) with organic weapons, artillery (47 rounds of HE) and LFT—resulting in 5 VC KIA and the evacuation of three AK-47 rifles, two backpacks, one K-54 pistol, two US pistol belts, nine AK magazines, three M-26 hand grenades, two US claymore mines, one flashlight, three wallets, mess gear, a small amount of medical supplies and 1½ pounds of documents.

Note:  The two separate actions above were written-up in the Tropic Lightning News the following month:

Waiting Pays Off for Division Unit
Manchu Platoon Practices the Virtue of Patience

October 26, 1970 Edition, Vol. 5 No. 41

By SGT William E. Zarrett
CU CHI—For men of the 25th Division's 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry patience recently had its rewards. The unit killed eight enemy in two separate actions near here.

In the first action, the 1st platoon of Bravo Company was set up in a night ambush position when they spotted an individual carrying an AK-47.

"I had my platoon hold their fire in favor of further observation," said Staff Sergeant Dannie Justice of Macon, Ga.

Within forty minutes the man departed and returned with four of his comrades. This time the Manchus let their presence be known, surprising the enemy group with all the weapons they had. To make sure, 81mm mortars, artillery and gunships were called in while a flare ship illuminated the area.

A thorough sweep later turned up two AK-47s and the bodies of three Communists.  The waiting game paid off again for an alert ambush patrol from Delta Company, operating north of the Bravo unit.  Having established their ambush position, the Manchus settled for a night of watching the shadows and listening to the jungle's sounds.

Suddenly the silence was broken by the blast of a mechanical ambush, touched off by the enemy.  A recon patrol immediately moved forward to flush out any remaining enemy. After a brief contact, gunships finished the job.

"Some of the enemy took off to the southwest and didn't take time to even shoot back," said Specialist 4 James Modlin of Boykins, Va.

A final sweep uncovered the bodies of five enemy, three AK-47 rifles, two field packs and one Chicom pistol.

Russell Houck/Bill Marion, Delta Co. (2/04/2004)

Sometime in September 1970 [the exact date unknown], Delta Company was deployed to Cu Chi and was assigned a mission to seek out and destroy Viet Cong units operating in the region.  There were frequent engagements, with small enemy units.

One night particularly stands out.  It was a rainy night, raining hard, and it was the night before the Company was to be extracted back to base camp.  The entire Company, or elements thereof, was assembled in a night defensive position (NDP) at the planned pick up point where the choppers would pick them up the next morning.  Shortly before midnight, trip flares and claymore mines (rigged up as mechanical ambush devices) started going-off along the perimeter.  From the center of the NDP, CPT Russell Houck crawled to the perimeter to investigate.  He crawled to the edge of perimeter and positioned himself next to machine gunner SP4 Fernandez.

 Looking into the darkness, the silhouettes of VC soldiers moving toward the perimeter were seen.  Immediately, Delta’s men engaged the approaching enemy with machine gun, small arms fire, grenades and mortar fire.  Due to poor weather conditions, the Company was on their own—unable to get air support from Cobra gun ships that were normally on-call when contact with the VC is made.  Delta’s mortar platoon did a terrific job in providing mortar fire and the Company was able to stop the attack. The rest of the night was long and tense.  This action resulted in several VC being killed, one POW captured and several VC weapons recovered.

	07-Oct-70
	Toan Thang IV
	At 0935 hours, C-4/9 (OPCON to the 3/11th Armor Cavalry Regiment) engaged an unknown number of enemy 7 kms southeast of Phuoc Hoa (XT967385) with organic weapons—resulting in 2 VC KIA and one AK-47 rifle evacuated.  Later at 1030 hours, C-4/9 received small arms and RPG fire from an unknown number of enemy while sweeping the area—resulting in 5 US WIA.  Organic weapons and a LFT returned fire.  Enemy contact lost at 1110 hours.  Results of any enemy casualties unknown.


Tropic Lightning News Articles

October 12, 1970 Edition, Vol. 5 No. 39

Joe Stubs Toe, Injures Enemy

By SGT William E. Zarrett
CU CHI—A 25th Division soldier stubbed his toe one day recently. As much as it hurt him, it hurt the enemy even more.

A Delta Company platoon, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry was on a routine search mission in the Trapezoid area north of here moving through some brush, when suddenly one Manchu cried out in pain.

"I had banged my big toe on something hard and sharp, and it hurt like hell " said Private First Class Stan Neveroski of Plainfield, N.J.

The something turned out to be a wooden plank that jutted from an obscure underground bunker.

A search of the bunker revealed one 60mm mortar and base plate, a hundred and one 60mm mortar rounds, and fourteen cans of mortar charges and two boxes of mortar fuses.

Another search of the area uncovered more munitions-filled bunkers. Inside these, the men found thirteen 75mm recoilless rifle rounds, seventeen boxes of 75mm recoilless rifle fuses, four Chicom claymores, four sub-machine guns, six hundred rounds of .60 caliber ammunition and one US 81mm mortar round.

After evacuating the captured enemy weapons, platoon leader 1st Lieutenant Laurence Hunsaker had to laugh.

"It's things like this that almost make you forget how much your toe hurts," he chuckled.

Manchus Bide Time, Finally Bush Enemy

By SGT Daniel House
CU CHI - Patience had its reward for men of the 25th Division's 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, recently, as they bagged three-enemy after days of waiting and hiding.

"It was a perfect ambush," said Bravo Company platoon leader 1st Lieutenant William P Yonushonis.

"We had stayed behind at our resupply point as the rest of the company moved out," said Yonushonis of Riverdale, N Y. "We were ready and waiting but it looked like nobody was going to come around.

"On the fourth day, after the last chopper flew off, they (the enemy) finally showed up," Yonushonis added.

Perfectly concealed, the Manchus waited until the enemy was within 20 yards before firing. To finish the action, artillery and gunships were called in.

A sweep of the area later revealed three dead Communists, two AK47s, two magazines, two flashlights, some clothing and a small packet of medical supplies.

"I don't believe we could have been better prepared for it," said Staff Sergeant Daniel Justice of Macon Ga. "It was like out of a book and we came out without a scratch."
For Yonushonis it was doubly satisfying because it was his first mission.

Base Camp Invaded; Manchu Tactics Fail
By SGT William E. Zarrett
CU CHI—It was just like any other day at the 25th Division base camp.  The men of the orderly room of Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, were performing their routine early morning sweep of the company area.

The enemy was sighted slithering through the grass. Recalling their lessons in basic training, and recognizing that unmistakable low crawl, the men immediately established the enemy's identity—a three-foot long cobra.

Evasion
The reptile, realizing his position had been discovered, quickly evaded to the southeast, finding cover and concealment beneath the floorboards of the company's orderly room.  Without a moment's hesitation, Specialist 4 John R. Colson of Kansas City, Mo., and Sergeant Thomas R. Konen of Hilgert, Wis., initiated the allied attack by hurling several smoke grenades into the enemy hideout.

Second Phase
Producing negative results, the second phase of the attack was started by removing the floorboards in one corner of the orderly room.  Although this action uncovered the nest of the enemy's organization, only trails were left as evidence of his activity.

The final allied tactic, pouring 1,200 gallons of water down the holes, also failed to flush out the enemy.

No Body Count
"Although we were unable to establish a single cobra body count," Colson said, "We now have conclusive evidence that there is an extensive tunnel complex under the orderly room - at least 1,200 gallons worth."
	Date
	Operation
	Operations, Events, Incidents, Etc.

	15-Oct-70
	Toan Thang IV
	President Nixon announces that a further 40,000 American troops will be withdrawn from South Vietnam by the end of the year.
At 1150 hours, C-4/9 (on OPCON to the 3/11th ACR) engaged an unknown number of enemy soldiers 5 kms southeast of Phuoc Hoa with small arms, artillery and LFT with unknown results.  The enemy force returned fire with small arms and three RPG rounds, but there were no US casualties.  Contact was lost at 1200 hours.  On a sweep of the area at 1425 hours, C-4/9 received small arms, RPG, automatic weapons and mortar fire—resulting in 2 US KIA and 3 US WIA.  Organic weapons, a LFT, artillery and air strikes returned the enemy gunfire.  At 1545 hours, in reaction to C-4/9’s contact, Company K-3/11 ACR received small arms, automatic weapons and RPG fire from 10-15 enemy 400 meters south of the original point of contract—resulting in 4 US WIA and heavy damage to one APC.  The enemy’s gunfire was returned with US organic weapons fire, resulting in 4 VC KIA.  Contact was lost at 1615 hours.  At 1440 and 1515 hours, two Medevac UH1H helicopters (called in to evacuate the wounded) received small arms fire resulting in moderate damage to both aircraft.

● 2 Charlie Manchu Warriors remembered this day, while conducting operations [near Dau Tieng] in Binh Duong Province:  SGT-E5 Joe R. Roberts and 1LT Jonathan C. Shine.  These two men were the last Manchu soldiers killed in action before the Battalion disengaged from combat operations.

	16-Oct-70
	Toan Thang IV
	At 1330 hours, Company K-3/11th ACR and A-4/9 (OPCON’ed to the 3/11) received small arms and RPG fire from 4 to 5 enemy soldiers 6 kms southeast of Phuoc Hoa (XT943382)—resulting in 3 US WIA.  The enemy gunfire was returned, with unknown results.

	21-Oct-70
	Toan Thang IV
	Elements of the Manchu Battalion OPCON’ed to the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment.

	25-Oct-70 to 31-Oct-70
	Toan Thang IV
	The 25th Division’s 3rd Brigade continued Operation Toan Thang IV during the fourth of October with four maneuver battalions operating in Tay Ninh Province and Binh Duong Province (southeastern Khiem Hanh, southern Tri Tam, northern Trang Bang and Phu Hoa Districts) against the 101st NVA Regiment, 268th VC MF Regiment, Quyet Thang Regiment, 83rd Rear Service Group and SR-1 Rear Service units.  The 3rd Brigade’s mission was to interdict enemy movement of men and supplies down the Saigon River Corridor.

3rd Brigade Units (4):

• 4/9th Infantry Regiment “Manchus”

• 2/22nd Mechanized Infantry Regiment “Regulars”

• 2/27th Infantry Regiment “Wolfhounds”

• 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment “Black Horse”

	28-Oct-70
	Toan Thang IV
	Elements of the Manchu Battalion released from OPCON to the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment and returned to 25th Division, 3rd Brigade’s control.

	30-Oct-70 and

31-Oct-70
	Toan Thang IV

(3rd Bde)
	At 2205 hours, C-4/9’s ambush patrol 7 kms north of Cu Chi (XT685214) engaged three enemy soldiers with organic weapons fire.  A sweep of the area at 0655 hours on 31-October resulted in finding 3 VC KIA and the evacuation of three AK-47 rifles, one RPG round, one cooking pot, 1½ pounds of documents, one NVA canteen, 2 pounds of medical supplies, 2 soldering irons, 2 pounds of flour, 3 VC ponchos, 3 pounds of miscellaneous clothing and one hot water bottle.

	01-Nov-70
	Toan Thang IV
	● 1 Echo Manchu Warrior remembered this day, while in Binh Duong Province: non-hostile ground casualty (accidental self-destruction).

	01-Nov-70 to

07-Nov-70
	Toan Thang IV
	Enemy activity within the 25th Infantry Division’s area of operation remained at a low level during the first week of the reporting period (1-7 November) as main force units [VC/NVA] avoided contact, while supporting local force units in the collection of taxes and the procurement of food and ammunition. No one area was notably active as communist commanders put a temporary freeze on operations in anticipation of a change of posture by Allied forces near the end of 1970. Ground activity was light and scattered during the week while only two mining incidents were reported resulting in three US soldiers wounded.

The redeployment of the 25th Division was another factor contributing to the generally low level of activity reported during the first week of November. Changes in task organization and a great amount of personnel turbulence hampered combat operations by 25th Infantry Division units. The 1st and 3rd Brigades prepared for deployment during the week and the maneuver battalions from these two brigades began standing down:

     • 2/14th Infantry “Golden Dragons”

     • Troop D, ¾ Cavalry “Mackenzie’s Raiders”

     • 2/22nd Mechanized Infantry “The Regulars”

     • 2/34th Armor “Centurions”

     • 2/23rd Mechanized Infantry “Triple Deuces”

     • 2/27th Infantry “Wolfhounds”

     • 4/9th Infantry “Manchus”

The 2nd Brigade continued to operate as part of the 25th Infantry Division on Operation Toan Thang IV.

Gary Schooner, Delta Co. 1969-70 (5/18/2004):

Hi Bill:  I was with D-4/9 too, only I left in January of 1970.  When did the Manchus deactivate?

Bill Marion, Delta Co. 1970 (5/18/2004):

The 25th Division started standing down in November 1970.  By the end of December most of us were reassigned to other Divisions.  I believe the 2nd Brigade was around a while longer.  You had to have eight months in country to go with the 25th back to Hawaii.  Those who didn’t have that [much time in] went to another part of the country.  I lost touch with all the guys I was with.  When I got my orders I didn’t have a clue as what MACV was.  Nothing was like being in the Manchus.  I hated my last four months in country with the other unit.  Not that I loved being in Vietnam, but being with the Manchus made you feel proud.

	08-Nov-70 to

14-Nov-70
	Toan Thang IV
	The 1st and 3rd Brigades continued to disengage from combat operations during the second week of November (8-14 November) with only one contact reported.

On November 8th, USARV General Order 10719 established the 2nd Brigade as a separate brigade [the Fire Brigade] under the operation control of II Field Force.  The 2nd Brigade’s three maneuver battalions were the: (1) 1st Battalion 5th Mechanized Infantry “Bobcats”; (2) 2nd Battalion 12th Infantry; (3) 3rd Battalion 22nd Infantry “The Regulars”; and (4) the 1st Battalion 27th Infantry “Wolfhounds”.

	15-Nov-70 to

30-Nov-70
	Toan Thang IV
	The 1st and 3rd Brigades continued standing-down during the last two weeks of November.

Farewell Ceremony

On November 25th, the 25th Infantry Division held its Farewell Ceremony at Cu Chi Base Camp attended by General Creighton Abrams, CONUSMACV, General Do Cao Tri, and III CT Command as well as by 25th Infantry Division and GVN personnel.

	08-Dec-70
	-
	The 4th Battalion 9th Infantry “Manchu” Regiment left Vietnam December 8, 1970, after 4 years and 6 months of combat duty.

Having participated in all twelve of the 25th Infantry Division’s campaigns, the 4th Battalion Manchus added 12 more campaign streamers to the 9th Infantry’s Regimental Colors, for combat operations in the Republic of South Vietnam.

	15-Dec-70
	-
	On December 15, 1970, the last area of Cu Chi Base Camp was turned over to the South Vietnamese Army personnel and the last US combat units departed the base camp.

	29-Dec-70
	-
	Congress adopts legislation that denies funds for the introduction of ground combat troops into Laos or Thailand, but does not include a proposed ban on further operations elsewhere in Southeast Asia.

	31-Dec-70
	-
	Congress repeals the Tonkin Gulf Resolution.  American military strength in South Vietnam is 335,800 troops.
Top 20 Hits of 1970:

1. Bridge Over Troubled Water, Simon & Garfunkel

2. (They Long To Be) Close To You, Carpenters

3. American Woman/No Sugar Tonight, Guess Who

4. Raindrops Keep Fallin’ On My Head, B.J. Thomas

5. War, Edwin Starr

6. Ain’t No Mountain High Enough, Diana Ross

7. I’ll Be There, Jackson 5

8. Get Ready, Rare Earth

9. Let It Be, Beatles

10. Band of Gold, Freda Payne

11. Mama Told Me (Not To Come), Three Dog Night

12. Everything is Beautiful, Ray Stevens

13. Make It With You, Bread

14. Hitchin’ A Ride, Vanity Fair

15. ABC, Jackson 5

16. The Love You Save/I Found That Girl, Jackson 5

17. Cracklin’ Rose, Neil Diamond

18. Candida, Dawn

19. Thank You (Fallettin Me Be Mice Elf Again)/Everybody is A Star, Sly & the Family Stone

20. Spill The Wine, Eric Burdon & War


	1972

To

1995
	
	4th Battalion 9th Infantry After Vietnam
• On August 2, 1972, the 4th Battalion 9th Infantry Regiment was relieved from assignment with the 25th Infantry Division (at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii) and assigned to the172nd Infantry Brigade (at Fort Wainwright, Alaska) until January 6, 1983.

• On April 29, 1983, the 4th Battalion was activated and assigned to the 7th Infantry Division at Fort Ord, California until April 16, 1987—then returning to Alaska and reassigned to the 6th Infantry Division at Fort Wainwright. 

• On December 15, 1995, the 4th Battalion was deactivated.


This is the official US Quartermaster’s description of C-Rations used in Vietnam
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